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19, | 9 g^ King, Mqbarak, Arafat meet in early March 

CA®0 (AFP) The leaders of Egypt Jordan and »kj. 
palewinian Authority will meet in Cairo in the firat week of March 

SSJK ^ l S^ T ^ l A We B t0 ** Arab LeaguTMohammed 

%B 1 §A .7^ ®2SwJ?Hi2 Mn ^ Egyp^ 3 " President Hosnt Mubarak 
p LS > and Ku>g Hu ?sein announced Thursday in Cairo that they would 

Yasser ArafS' blfd^noi 
aflrirw’ s P cc ^ th fw d l te ,‘ M r .' Sob* 1 * 1 said the summit was necessary 
3$? [jr)te' 5* est,nians n “ d a common Arab positional thu 

^ Lj L I I ,n f HBe S t ^ C £ arC P r cP 3nn g for talks on the final status of the 

^UIJI We ?* ®2P k ^ . , Mr - Mubarak told a press conference 

during King Hussein's veil to Cairo on Thursday that the summit 
SOha was ®J ncd at supporting the Palestinian people because the 

a n ® hard, “* I y« achieve its goal/' Israel eS ite 

Pet Krs* y *0 Pales^J 8 ^ *** scheduled to open negotiations in May on the Anal 
i£ ^Qtels ■ status of the autonomous areas of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
>lriaa«_ 'll as well as East Jerusalem. K 
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Palestinians, Israelis 
clash over Jerusalem 
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;■ EAST JERUSALEM (Agen- 
' ■ ties) — The Palestine Libera- 
" lion Organisation on Monday 

• called on visiting world iead- 

• ers to defy Israel and con- 
- rinne to visit the PLO head- 
. quarters in Jerusalem known 

as Orient House. 

“I am asking them to go on 
in their policy which they 
w ere implementing all the 
time," Faisal Al Husseini, 
; the leading Palestinian figure 
' in Jerusalem, told Reuters. 

Israeli Internal Security 
Minister Moshe Shahal said 
on Sunday he would halt 
visits by foreign ministers. 

Mr. Shahal acted just as 
Israel’s two main political 
parties, at the start of a three- 
month election campaign bat- 
tle over which would better 
negotiate peace with Palesti- 
nians while ensuring Israeli 
sovereignty over the holy 
city. 

There was no immediate 
comment from Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres on Mr. 
Shahal's announcement. 

Jerusalem is one of the 
toughest issues left to final 
peace talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians due to 
begin in May. 

Mr. Husseini said the visi- 
tor ban was contrary to peace 
deals between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

“(Orient House) is not part 
of the Palestinian Author- 
ity.” Mr. Husseini said, refer- 
ring to areas of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip under 
Palestinian self-rule. 

But Mr. Shahal said the 
baa would be in keeping with 
Israeli policy barring Palesti- 
nian diplomatic activity in 
Arab East Jerusalem — and 
'foreigners would have to 

Prince Hassan 
meets British 
state minister 

LONDON (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan met in London 
on Monday with British 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Jeremy Hanley and 
exchanged with him views 
about bilateral and regional 
issues of common concern to 
Jordan and the United King- 
dom. The British minister ex- 
pressed his country’s appre- 
ciation of Jordan’s role with 
regard to developments in 
die Middle East and voiced 
hope that Jordan and Britain 
would continue to bolster 
their ties in all fields. Jor- 
dan’s Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Kingdom Fuad Ayyoub 
was present at the meeting. 

6 Palestinians 
arrested 

east Jerusalem (afp) 

— Israeli police arrested 
eight Palestinians in Israeli- 
annexed East Jerusalem late 
Sunday after a large crowd 
hurled stones and bottles at 
passing cars, police said. 
They said hundreds of 
Palestinians gathered at 
Damascus Grate in the Old 
City and dozens of them 
hurled objects at cars, caus- 
ing materia] damage but no 
injuries. In the West Bank, 
an Israeli bus driver was 
slightly injured when his 
windscreen was smashed with 
stones outside the Jewish set- 
tlement of Beit El, near the 
autonomous Palestinian town 
of Ramallah, the army said. 

Police arrest 45 

Brotherhood 

members 


(AFP) — Police 
45 members of the 


111 -V * CAIRO (AFP) — Police 
n jui> Vj arrested 45 members of the 
’ v 1 #! banned Muslim Brotherhood 
"t io : xwp on Monday for plan- 

> .. |onr t ng “agitation" during 
flr.'f, (icl* * .febrations marking the end 
jJ" of fte Ramadan fast, the 
ot*V; state news agency MENA 
n ^ \& i: sa,d - The Brotherhood mem- 
bers planned “to step up their 
. ,il o r IV’. extremist activities and distri- 
■,T -|t »• bate leaflets aiming to stir up 
t** Wf the population," security 
ir ph-' ,l '-V'. < ‘j 1 S0Urces told the agency. 
*■ .pfl/'jiTfolice arrested 10 members 
\{x-/ Vi* 1 Cairo and the neigbbour- 
0b- £ r f mg areajrf Giza. . 
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observe it. 

“If they are coming as offi- 
cial visitors to the state of 
Israel, I think that they have 
to accept the hosting prog- 
ramme and not to say we 
would like to visit your other 
party who claim that Jeru- 
salem is being divided Mr. 
Shahal said. 

Another leading Palesti- 
nian official said the final 
status negotiations with Israel 
on the thorny issues of re- 
fugees, settlements and Jeru- 
salem would be the real test 
of the durability of Middle 
East peace agreements. 

“Our position is clear and 
frank. Jerusalem is ours, the 
(Jewish) settlements are an 
act of aggression and illegal. 
The refugees have the right 
to return or get compensation 
as they choose," Ahmed 
Qoureia (Abu Aiaa) said in 
an interview in the London- 
based newspaper Al Hayat 
on Monday. 

“Sovereignty and state- 
hood are two issues not sub- 
ject to discussion. Either we 
broker a peace accord or the 
conflict will continue and the 
progress that we have made 
will collapse," added Mr. 
Qoureia, who headed the 
Palestinian negotiating team 
in the second phase of talks 
with Israel, said. 

"The measures which 
Israel is carrying out in Jeru- 
salem and in the settlements 
are utterly unacceptable to 
the Palestinian party," he 
said. 

He said a tripartite summit 
between Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, King Hus- 
sein and Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat would be 
held next month “to express 


solidarity" with the Palesti- 
nians. 

"There isn’t a single 
Palestinian who will accept a 
final solution with the pre- 
sence of settlements. I say: If 
they (Israelis) seriously want 
peace with us. then settle- 
ments must be dismantled, 
and the same applies to Jeru- 
salem.” 

“Jerusalem is the capital of 
the Palestinian state and 
won’t be anything else,” he 
added. 

Mr. Qoureia added: “The 
final status negotiations are 
the biggest battle to assert 
our comprehensive vision for 
solving one problem. Fortu- 
nately, the Arab position is 
similar to ours." 

Ron Pundak, an Isareli 
academic with dose ties to 
Labour, acknowledged Mon- 
day that he was engaged in 
unoffidal “dealings" with 
Palestinians on the future of 
Jerusalem. 

One of the ideas under 
discussion is to suspend 
Israeli sovereignty in areas of 
the walled Old City, where 
most of the population is 
Arab, he said. 

“This could be one of the 
solutions," said the academic 
who played a key role in 
secret contacts leading to the 
1993 Oslo agreement on 
Palestinian self-rule. 

“We are involved in many, 
many different dealings with 
different players." he told 
AFP. “There is no one idea, 
there are many scenarios." 

The Old City idea, if 
adopted as Israeli policy, 
would mark a first step back 
from Israel’s annexation of 
Arab East Jerusalem after 
the 1967 Middle East war. 


Peres proposes 
May 20 general 
election day 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Acting without the opposi- 
tion’s agreement. Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
Monday that Israel would 
hold general elections by 
May 20, more than five 
months ahead of the original 
date. 

Mr. Peres announced two 
weeks ago that he would 
move up the parliamentary 
elections, but his Labour Par- 
ty and the opposition Likud 
Party then failed to agree on 
a date. 

After the two parties failed 
again Monday to reach agree- 
ment, Labour set the date 
unilaterally. Mr. Peres said 
Labour preferred to hold 
elections May 14, but would 
agree to a six-day delay at the 
request of the small religious 
parties he is courting. 

“From our point of view, it 
could have been the 14th of 
May, but out religious friends 
asked for the 20tb of May, 
and we wouldn't argue about 
a few days,” Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres became prime 
minister in November after 
Yitzhak Rabin was assassin- 
ated by a Jewish extremist. 
Mr. Peres said he wanted a 
mandate from voters to 
negotiate a peace agreement 
with Syria and complete the 
accords with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Peres has been riding 
on a wave of sympathy after 
the Nov. 4 Rabin assassina- 
tion. His main rival, Likud 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu, 
is trailing in the polls by up to 
20 percentage points. 

Mr. Netanyahu opened his 
campaign Sunday with claims 
that Mr. Peres if reelected, 
would agree to a division of 
Jerusalem. The Palestinians 
want East Jerusalem, cap- 
tured by Israel in the 1967 
Mideast war, as a future 
capital. 

The government vehe- 
mently denied Mr. Netany- 
ahu’s claims, saying it would 
never divide Jerusalem. 

Internal Security Minister 
Moshe Shahal announced 
that visiting foreign ministers 


would be barred from now on 
from holding meetings at the 
PLO headquarters in East 
Jerusalem. 

Such visits violate the 
Israel-PLO autonomy agree- 
ments and undermine Israel’s 
standing in the city, Mr. 
Shahal said. 

Mr. Shahal’s resolve may 
be put to the test in early 
March when German Foreign 
Minister KJaus Kinkel is to 
visit Israel. 

The European Union has 
decided that its foreign minis- 
ters should stop at the Orient 
House when visiting Jeru- 
salem. 

In another development, 
Mr. Peres chose his hawkish 
foreign minister and former 
army chief, Ehud Barak, to 
run his campaign for Israel’s 
first direct election of the 
head of government. 

Labour sources said Mr. 
Peres chose Mr. Barak over 
Interior Minister Haim 
Ramon, a leading figure on 
the dovish left-wing of the 
party, to run the campaign. 

The moves came after the 
right-wing opposition Likud 
party launched its election 
campaign Sunday centered 
around the slogan “Peres will 
divide Jerusalem." 

Like Mr. Rabin, Mr. 
Barak formerly headed the 
Israeli army and has been 
able to reassure Labour sup- 
porters anxious about the 
peace process by taking a 
hardline on issues concerning 
negotiations with Syria and 
the PLO. 

Mr. Barak is seen by many 
on the right wing of labour as 
the slain leader’s natural suc- 
cessor after the retirement of 
Mr. Peres, 72. Mr. Ramon, a 
former union leader, is consi- 
dered bis main left-wing rival. 

The Jerusalem debate was 
fuelled further Monday by 
reported statements from 
Yossi Beilin, minister in 
charge of the peace process, 
supporting the granting of 
administrative autonomy to- 
East Jerusalem’s 160,000 
Palestinian inhabitants. 
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HAPPY ’EID: Children examine their last dan. The Jordan Times wishes its readers a 
minute shopping of toys yesterday. Jordan and happy ’Eid. The next issue of the newspaper 
(he rest of the Arab and Muslim worlds today will appear on Saturday (photo by Rana 
celebrate the first day or ’Eid Al Fitr that Husseini). More photos on page 3 
marks the end of the fasting month of Rama- 

Shahal conveys Israeli 
greetings on ’Eid Al Fitr 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Mon- 
day received at the Royal 
Court Israeli Minister of In- 
ternal Security Moshe Shahal 
(left) who conveyed to the 
King a message from Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 

expressing his good wishes on __ , ^ „ 

Eid Al Fitr. ^ wV Jk- 

At the meeting, which was M KT » 

attended by Prime Minister jfijflA ^ & 

Abdul Karim Kabariti and f.j 

chief of the Royal Court Awn 

Khasawneh, King Hussein 'j 

asked the Israeli minister to f aTOSBr 

convey his greetings to Mr. ■ feWBBw Ife 

Peres. 

Also Monday King Hus- 
sein received a telephone call also discussed regional and over the Hanish island in the 

Monday from Yemeni Presi- international issues of com- Red Sea stressing the need 

dent Ali Abdullah Saleh who mon concern. The Yemeni for settling the dispute 

expressed his good wishes for leader briefed the King on through peaceful means and 

’Eid Al Flu. the latest developments in according to international 

The King and the president Yemen’s dispute with Eritrea law. 



over the Hanish island in the 
Red Sea stressing the need 
for settling the dispute 
through peaceful means and 
according to international 
law. 


Bahrain arrests ‘terrorist 
group’ in hotel bombings 


MANAMA, Bahrain (Agen- 
cies) — Police have arrested 
members of a “terrorist 
group" suspected of planting 
bombs at two luxury hotels 
during weeks of anti- 
government unrest, a govern- 
ment source said Monday. 

An exiled opposition group 
meanwhile called on 
Bahrainis to work for an end 
to “one-man rule" by the 
emir. Sheikh Isa Bin Salman 
Al KJhalifa. The call came on 
the eve of a three-day Muslim 
holiday that dissidents have 
vowed to boycott. 

The government source, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, declined to give 
any details on the arrests and 
said the interior ministry 
would issue a detailed state- 
ment later this week. 

Unrest broke out in 
Bahrain, a key U.S. navy 
base and a major regional 
banking centre, in December 
1994, but ebbed in April. 

Ir erupted again in Janu- 
ary, with protesters deman- 
ding-the reinstatement of a 
parliament dissolved jn 1975 
and the release of' political 


prisoners. But now radicals 
are also calling for trimming 
the rule of the all Khalifas 
even further. 

Although police have 
arrested hundreds of “rio- 
ters, saboteurs and arsonists” 
in the past seven weeks, it 
was the first time they had 
reported arrests in the hotel 
bombings. 

An explosion in the Royal 
Meridien Hotel Jan. 17 
caused no injuries, but the 
bombing at the Diplomat 
hotel Feb. 11 wounded four 
people. 

A radical group, the Isla- 
mic Front for the Liberation 
of Bahrain, claimed responsi- 
bility for the Diplomat blast 
in a telephone call to the 
Associated Press. But a Lon- 
don spokesman for the group 
later denied that it was re- 
sponsible. 

The U.S. and British 
embassies Sunday warned 
their citizens in Bahrain to 
avoid bars, restaurants and 
clubs and watch for suspi- 
-cious packages. 

. According to the embas- 
sies, there are 1,300 Amer- 


icans — not counting several 
hundred military personnel 
— and about 5,000 Britons in 
the central Gulf state. 

The unrest is concentrated 
in neighbourhoods inhabited 
by Shiite Muslims, who form 
a majority of the 500,000 
population. 

The ruling Al Khalifa fami- 
ly adheres to Islam’s main- 
stream Sunni sen and accuses 
Iran, which is overwhelming- 
ly Shiite, of being behind the 
unrest. Tehran denies that.' 

The Islamic Front Monday 
renewed its call for protests 
to coincide with the holiday 
of Eid Al Fitr. 

The statement faxed to the 
Associated Press, which the 
front said was also distributed 
in Bahrain, called for the 
abolition of the 1973 constitu- 
tion. 

The front says that con- 
stitution enshrined royal rule. 
But the more moderate 
Bahrain Freedom Movement 
has been campaigning instead 
for t)te full application of die 
constitution, which included 
provisions for the elected 
parliament. 


Jordan, Kuwait to restore phone links 

AMMAN (Petra) — Kuwait Monday decided to restore 
telephone links with Jordan as of Tuesday, the first day of 
’Eid Al Fitr feast. Minister of Finance Marwan A wad said. 
Telephone links between the two countries were cut 
following the Gulf crisis, and since then calls were placed 
through a third country, the U.S. Last week Jordan and 
Kuwait announced that they would soon normalise ties, 
strained since Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 
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Gen. Kamel says 
he’ll return to Iraq 
‘within days’ 


AMMAN (Agencies) — A 
top-level Iraqi defector who 
once vowed to topple Sad- 
dam Hussein said Monday 
the Iraqi leader has “wel- 
comed" his request to return 
from exile in Jordan and he 
plans to go back to Baghdad 
soon. 

“Hi be returning to Iraq 
with my wife and my chil- 
dren, hopefully within days," 
Lt.-Gen. Hussein Kamel told 
the Associated Press. He de- 
clined to reveal the exact day. 

Gen. Kamel, whose defec- 
tion to Jordan in August was 
seen as a major blow to the 
Iraqi regime, said he has 
been “in touch with the Iraqi 
leadership through middle- 
men. 

“Also, I sent a letter to the 
president recently asking him 
to allow me to return to my 
country," said Gen. Kamel, 
Saddam's son-in-law and a 
key figure behind Iraq’s sec- 
ret weapons programmes. 

“The initial response of the 
leadership was positive and 
welcomed my return,” he 
said. “I hope to receive an 
answer to my letter soon.” 

He said he "did not place 
any conditions” on his re- 
turn, but declined to say if 
Saddam has forgiven him for 
his Aug. 8 defection, which 
severely embarrassed the Ira- 
qi leader. 

In an earlier interview with 
AFP on Monday, Gen. 
Kamel said: 

“My return to Iraq is not 
far off. It’s a question which 
will be decided at the end of 
the dialogue that I have 
undertaken with the Iraqi 
government." 

The former industry minis- 
ter said he had sent a written 
message to President Saddam 
asking if he could return 
without conditions. 

He said he had “no quarrel 
-with the Iraqi president" and 
that his contacts with Bagh- 
dad had never been broken 
off. 

Gen. Kamel, married to a 
daughter of the president, 
Raghad, defected on Aug. 8 
together with his brother. 
Colonel Saddam Kamel, who 
is married to another of Sad- 
dam's daughters, Rana. 

At an Amman press con- 
ference six months ago, on 
Aug. 12, the general called 
for the overthrow of the Iraqi 
government. 

He said Monday he was 
ready to stand trial in Iraq for 
his actions. “I am ready to 
face a court, answer its ques- 
tions and submit to a possible 
punishment," he tola AFP. 

“I am ready to return to. 
Iraq without conditions... 
Iraq is my country, even 
though there have been dif- 
ferences of opinion. We will 
work for the good of our 
country, wherever we are.” 

“My country has begun 


paving the road towards com- 
fort and confidence," Gen. 
Kamel told the Jerusalem- 
based Al Ayyam daily news- 
paper. 

"I only hope what is taking 
place in Iraq is not just a 
passing current," be said in 
the interview. He told the 
newspaper he was in contact 
with the Iraqi government. 
“Baghdad makes contacts 
and we respond," he said. 

He said he expected the 
U.N. Security Council to 
allow Iraq to sell its oil. The 
Security Council has refused 
to lift the sanctions, imposed 
when Iraq invaded Kuwait. 

On Sunday, U.N. and Iraqi 
negotiators reached a tenta- 
tive agreement on key issues 
in oil-for-food talks. The 
agreement would for the first 
time let Iraq sell oil to buy 
food and medicine. 

“Iraq is taking a step to- 
wards accepting the Security 
Council resolution and to- 
ward a democratic path and 
holding elections," Gen. 
Kamel told the newspaper. 

Gen. Kamel failed to rally 
Iraqi opposition groups be- 
hind him after his defection, 
and they ascribed- his change 
of tune to the fact that he has 
now run out of options. 

“Nobody wants anything 
to do with him, especially the 
opposition, which has not 
forgotten his role in the rep- 
ression in Iraq,” an exiled 
opposition figure said Mon- 
day. 

“Kamel’s comments today 
show he can’t be taken 
seriously. How can he say be 
has no quarrel with Saddam 
Hussetn after blaming him 
for the sufferings of the Iraqi 
people?" 

After the initial excitement 
provoked by his defection 
died down, Arab countries 
and the United States also 
came to the view that Gen. 
Kamel was not a viable 
alternative to Saddam's gov- 
ernment. 

In an interview last week,' 
Gen. Kamel argued that the 
situation had improved in 
Baghdad, especially since the 
start of Iraqi-U.N. talks 
aimed at easing the sanctions 
in place since the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

He also welcomed political 
reforms undertaken by Presi- 
dent Saddam’s government. 

But Western diplomats in 
Amman said his overtures to 
Baghdad may not be enough 
to win over the Iraqi presi- 
dent, who publicly described 
Gen. Kamel as a “traitor" 
after his defection. 

“He will never be forgiven 
by Saddam Hussein, especial- 
ly since bis defection was 
condemned by the highest 
authority in Iraq, the Revolu- 
tionary Command Council,” 
a diplomat said. 
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Upon the Occasion of 
EID Al-FITR 



ARAB BANK 

is honoured to convey to 
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and to the 

ARAB & ISLAMIC NATIONS 

Its most cordial wishes and greetings 
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Yemen: Eritrea trying to 


torpedo French mediation 


SANAA (Agencies) — Ye- 
men accused Eritrea on Mon- 
day of trying to torpedo 
French efforts to mediate a 
solution to a standoff be- 
tween the two countries over 
strategic Red Sea islands. 

“It is regrettable to see the 
Eritrean government beat 
around the bush and place 
new conditions to block ap- 
plication of a draft accord 
proposed by French mediator 
Francois Gutmann and 
accepted by Yemen," an offi- 
cial spoksman said. 

Eritrea “is deliberately 
ignoring the text of the draft 
agreement proposed by the 
French mediator" to block 
France's efforts to resolve the 
crisis which led to Eritrea's 
seizure of Hanish A1 Kabir 
last December. 

“Yemen reaffirms its will 
to renounce force and seek a 
peaceful settlement in line 
with the French draft," the 
spokesman said. 

But Asmara on Sunday ac- 
cused Yemen of delaying the 


negotiations m a bid to buy 
time to prepare a military 
assault. 

Yemen said earlier it had 
made several concessions to 
try to settle its territorial con- 
flict whereas Eritrea wanted 
to tOTpedo the mediation 
efforts and prepare to resume 
fighting. 

Eritrea and Yemen both 
claim sovereignty over the 
Hanish archipelago which 
controls access to the Bab A1 
Man dab straits between the 
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. 

Besides France, Egypt and 
Ethiopia have offered to help 
resolve the crisis. 

Eritrean authorities, mean- 
while. said Yemen had not 
made any proposals on solv- 
ing their dispute, but was 
instead buying time to pre- 
pare for war. 

A statement passed by the 
Eritrean embassy to Reuters 
in the Kenyan capital of 
Nairobi on Monday said Erit- 
rean officials met a French 
delegation on Sunday where 


they restated Eritrea's posi- 
tion. 

“To make the task of the 
facilitators — Ethiopia, 
Egypt, secretary-general of 
the U.N., France — produc- 
tive, successful, as well as 
save time, the government of 
Eritrea's understanding and 
position on the dispute has 
been continuously presented 
clearly in writing,” the state- 
ment said. 

"The government of Ye- 
men. however, has not pre- 
sented any concrete ideas or. 
views on their position. 
Rather, it has been deliber- 
ately fudging the issues while 
playing for time to prepare 
for war. This has been the 
main cause of the lack of 
progress of all these efforts," 
the statement added. 

On Friday, Yemen reas- 
serted it had sovereignty over 
a group of Red Sea islands 
also claimed by Eritrea, but 
said it wanted to find a peace- 
ful solution to the dispute. 

“At a time when (Yemen) 


sticks to its rights of total 
sovereignty on the Hanish 
island and all the islands of 
the archipelago, it... will bear 
its full responsibility in front 
of the world community to 
arrive at peaceful solutions 
and avoid turmoil in the Red 
Sea area,” a Yemeni govern- 
ment official said in a state- 
ment on Friday night. 

The official said Yemen 
regretted recent remarks by 
Eritrea on the islands row, 
including a statement by the 
Eritrean embassy in Cairo on 
Friday which said Asmara 
was at odds with Yemen over 
what it called “the definition 
of the dispute." 

Eritrea has raised the ques- 
tion of the Yemeni presence 
on the large island of Zuqur, 
to the north of the disputed 
Hanish islands where Yemeni 
and Eritrean forces clashed in 
December. 

Yemen says the problem is 
the Eritrean military pre- 
sence on the island of Grea- 
ter Hanish. 
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CANNON FIRED TO MARK END OF RAMADAN: Rigaie Sanduka looks np in joy as his too sons 
cover their ears as he manages to fire successfully an old cannon in an East Jerusalem Muslim ceme- 
tery to signify the end of the Holy Month of Ramadan Monday. Mr. Sanduka carries on a genera- 
tions-old tradition of firing the cannon to announce Ramadan’s end and the start of the three-day Eid 
d-Fitr feast (Reuters photo) 


Pakistan, Afghan government decide to improve ties — Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Ten- 
sions have eased in relations 
between Pakistan and the 
Afghan government follow- 
ing indirect talks in Tehran, 
Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister AJlaedin Borujerdi 
said Monday. 

The talks conducted 
through Iranian interme- 
diaries have “resulted in an 
outstanding development of 
ties between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan," Mr. Borujerdi, 
quoted by the official Iranian 
news agency 1RNA, said. 

“We will witness practical 
developments in relations be- 
tween the two countries and 
the region in the future,” he 
added without elaborating. 

Relations have been 
strained between the govern- 
ment of President Burhanud- 
din Rabbani and Islamabad 
in the past few months over 
Kabul’s charges that Islama- 
bad supports the Taliban Isla- 
mic militia. 

The Taliban, which burst 
onto the Afghan scene in 


mid-1994 from the Koranic 
schools of Pakistan, controls 
large parts of Afghanistan- 
and its militia is currently 
beseiging Kabul in a drive to 
topple Mr. Rabbani and 
establish an Islamic state. 


Islamabad has steadfastly 
denied the charges, but has 
until now called the be- 
leaguered Kabul government 
“illegitmate," and demanded 
that Mr. Rabbani step down. 

Tehran, deeply suspicious 
of the Taliban's rise, esper- 
ciaily after its capture of terri- 
tories bordering Iran in 
September, has been trying 
to convince Islamabad to re- 
concile its differences with 
Kabul. 


help them to open a new 
chapter in their relations," 
said Mr. Borujerdi, who 
spearheads his country's 
peace efforts in Afghanistan. 

He said Iran considered 
Mr. Rabbani’s government 
"the only legal authority in 
Afghanistan, echoing similar 
remarks from other Iranian 
officiate. 


3 killed in Kabul rocket attack 


Mr. Borujerdi pledged, 
however, that his country 
would "spare no efforts to 
settle the Afghan conflict,” 
through negotiations. The 
dvil war "must come to an 
end.” 


It hopes that better rela- 
tions will lead to a compre- 
hensive settlement of the 
Afghan conflict and a more 
favourable balance of power 
in the neighbouring country. 


“Iran is trying to put an 
end to the unfavourable state 


of Kabul-Islamabad ties and 


Earlier, Afghan Foreign 
Secretary Najibullah Lafrat, 
who has been here for tri- 
lateral talks with Iran and 
Pakistan since Saturday, cal- 
led for improved ties with 
Pakistan. 

“The government of 
Afghanistan is always in- 
terested in friendly and good 
relations with Pakistan," he 
said. 


KABUL (AFP) — Three civilians were killed 
and six others injured when a rocket slammed 
into their home in the south of the war-tom 
Afghan capital, hospital staff said Monday. 
■ The rocket was part of a volley fired late 
Sunday by the Islamic Taliban militia who 
have been besieging Kabul for the last five 
months, defence officials said. 

The victims were rushed to hospital after 
the strike in the suburb of Chelsitoon, which 
is near the frontline separating the govern- 
ment from the Taliban. 

"Nine people were brought to the hospital, 
but unfortunately three were declared dead 
on arrival," a doctor at Karte Seh hospital 
told AFP. 

Troops loyal to Afghan President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani on the city's southern front- 
line, said however that there bad been no 
concerted attack by either side overnight. 

“Hie exchange of artillery and rocket fire 
by both sides was routine and not out of the 
ordinary," one soldier said. 

“But, as usual it is the innocent civilians 
who have no choice other than to live near 
here who have again suffered the worst effects 
of the Taliban’s firing,” he added. 

The two sides have been facing each other 


off south of here since the Islamic militia 
blockaded the city on three sides in October. 

The city was then subjected to almost daily 
rocket and shell attacks until early last month, 
when they decreased suddenly in number as 
the Muslim Holy Month of Ramadan began. 

The Taliban, who control about half of 
Afghanistan, have vowed to topple Mr. Rab- 
bani and impose Islamic Sharia law in the 
country. 

The militiamen, who sprang up out of the 
religious schools of southern Pakistan about 
18 months ago. are demanding that Mr. 
Rabbani’s nearly four-year-old government 
step down. 

They are latest military faction to emerge 
here after 16 years of almost constant war 
which began when the Soviet Union invaded 
this country in 1979. 

For the last four years, the former Mujahi- 
deen resistance groups which battled the 
Soviets and the last communist government 


here have been fighting bitterly among them- 
selves for control of this stark and war- 
ravaged land. 

Since 1992 when Afghanistan became an 
Islamic state, more than 25,000 civilians are 
estimated to have died in the conflict. 


Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood 
disapproves of party plan 


CAIRO (R) — The lead- 
ership of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, Egypt’s largest 
fundamentalist movement, 
disapproves of the conduct of 
some young members trying 
to set up a political party, the 
Brotherhood’s spokesman 
said. 


Maamoun Ai Hodeibi, in 
an interview published in the 
international Arabic- 
language newspaper Al 
Havat on Monday, said their 
conduct violated the move- 
ment's internal rules. 


The young members, im- 
patient with exclusion from 
the political scene, applied to 
the state in January for legal 
recognition as the centre par- 
ty- 

Mr. Hodeibi, in the 
strongest public criticism yet 
of the party’s founders, said: 
“The circumstances sur- 
rounding this are not in har- 
mony with the methods of the 


Brotherhood, or the prog- 
ramme and rules which *we 
have followed. 

“Most of them are blame- 
less and only some of them 
have misunderstood and their 
conduct was out of harmony 
with the group’s own rules," 
he added. 

Some other members of 
the Brotherood initially 
thought the Brotherhood 
leadership had given the 
green light for the party to 
apply for recognition, he 
said. “But when the truth 
came out. attitudes 
changed," he added. 

Mr. Hodeibi did not ex- 
plain in detail the lead- 
ership's objections to the par- 
ty, except to say that the time 
was right and the founders 
had been too hasty. 

He also denied the 
Brotherhood had tried to dis- 
cipline them. “They have all 
affirmed their complete com- 
mitment (to the Brother- 


hood's principles),'' be 
added. 

The 74 founders are led by 
34-year-old engineer Abu! 
Ala Madi, who is secretary 
general of the Islamist- 
dominated engineers associa- 
tion. 


Mr. Hodeibi said .he 
doubted the state would 
approve the party, given the 
government's objections to 
what it says are parties based 
on religion. 

One of the two main Mus- 
lim militant organisations in 
Egypt also said on Monday it 
opposed Islamists recognising 
the present political system 
and playing the party political 
game. 


of Jihad (holy struggle) 
movement which killed Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat in 1981, 
was clearly referring to the 
centre party. 

"As the ’Eid comes round, 
some people have gone 
astray. We call on those who 
have chosen the peaceful way 
and democracy as a means to 
establish the law of God. 


Three children die, 
30 injured in bus 
crash in n. Israel 


“And we say to them: 
“You have recognised the 
tyrants, their constitutions 
and their laws so that they 
might let you turn turns in 
ruling, but that's absurd, 
quite absurd. 


The Vanguards of Con- 
quest, in a statement issued 
for the Muslim feast of 'Eid 


Al fitr, said such Islamists 
had gone astray and should 
come back to the fold. 

The organisation, a revival 


"And will you turn back? 
Renounce the tyrant and 
announce it to the people. 
Islam and godlessness are 
opposites that never can 
meet. Devote yourselves to 
missionary work and educa- 
tion and God will bring new 
generations to adopt the way 
of Jihad." 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A tractor-trailer 
veered into oncoming traffic 
Monday and knocked a 
school bus off a mountain 
road, killing three children 
and injuring more than 30. 

The bus carrying 
elementary school children 
crashed through a security 
rail and slammed into the 
side of a mountain, Israel 
radio said. One side of the 
bus was ripped off. 

"I was talking to my girl- 
friend who was sitting next to 
me when I heard an explo- 
sion and glass fell on me,", 
said passenger Shiran who 
was injured in the face by 
glass shards. 

Speaking to Israel radio 
from a friend’s home, Shiran 
said she was waiting to hear 
what happened to her 
brother who was misting af- 
ter the accident. Shiran tried 


to read from the Book of 
Psalms to calm herself, but 
burst into tears and couJd not 
‘go on. 

Three children were killed 
in the crash near the northern 
city of Tiberias on the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee. The bus 
driver and two children, ages 
nine and 12, were seriously 
injured. 

Dr. Yaacov Farbstein, 
director of the Poriah Hospit- 
al in Tiberias, said that 53 
people were treated at the 
hospital. 

Dudi Golan, a motorist 
who witnessed the crash, said 
the tractor-trailer apparently 
was speeding. “He tried to 
stop, but the (back) trailer 
swerved to the side and 
although the bus driver tried 
to avoid getting hit, the back 
trailer hit the bus and pushed 
it off the road," Golan told 
the radio. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


IORDAN TELEVISION 


Tel: 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14.-00 Captain Plan« 

14:30 Jonny Quest 

14:50 Iris — the Happy Professor 

15:90 Spirit of Adventure 

15:40 Scientific Eye 

16:16 Okavango 

17:60 Oroy 

17:15 

Children’s programme — Cupido 
17:30 

Scric — Lcs Compagnons Dc 
L'Avcnturc 

; 18--60 Varieties— Cdinc Dion 

IfcflO Lc Journal 

i 19:15 Magazine — Ufhuaii 

!9i36 News Headlines 

i 1905 You Bet Your Life 

' 2fcO0 Doc. — Oriental Rugs 

! 29:25 Hawai Fiwfl 

21:16 Drama — Harry' 

, ZZM News In English 

2Zi25 Three Sovereigns from Sarah 
23:15 Feature Film: 

PRAYER TUNES 


St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church o f the A ununcla thui Tel. 
637440. 

De la Safe Church Td. 661757 
Temsancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the A n uuorlH ou Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcaj* Church Td. 652826. 
Armenian Ca fl wfe Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

Amman Inter nati o n al Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelic*] 
Congregation TeL 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latterly Saint; Td. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tc!.675691. 
The Evangefical Local Church In 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16. Aqaba 24. Humidity 
readings: Amman 62 per cent. 
Aqaba 32 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


Td. 81 1295. 


n WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. AW Shukri 898863 

Dr. Hisham Kan'an 790286 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 776751 

Dr. Osama Al Hussein 847289 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asemn pharmacy ......... 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shine isani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


04:56 


06:14 

(Sunrise) Doha 

!!:53 


M:S7 


27:26 

10:43 

Maghreb 


Skies will be partly cloudy with a 
chance for scattered showers and 
winds westerly light to moderate. 
On Thursday and Friday, it will be 
sunny with a gradual rise in temper- 
atures. 


DtBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281741 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 


fecseuc 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PobticSccnrrty Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Cbmptaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Cbmplaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) ......... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tdcvirioa 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-5 3200 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 607071 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. At-Mubajiccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Ba&hir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

Ibn Sina Hospital [095986732 

AlHtitraa Modem Hospital (09)990990 
IRBUh 

Princess Bossa Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQAIA: 

'Princes Hsyi Hospital ........ (03)31411 1 


IMS Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

16*5 Beirut (RJ) 

*0:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

lfc2« Cairo (RJ) 

17:15 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 
lOtOO London. Frankfurt (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


11:15 Aden. Hudaidah (DY) 

13:16 Frankfurt (YP) 

H20 Rome (AZ) 


14:55 Munich. Aleppo (YP) 

1*15 Dubai (EK) 

Beirut (ME) 

23:46 Amsterdam <KL) 

•*55 Bucharest (RO) 

01:10 LAtdon(KJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
(Marks Airport) 


2135 Aqaba (RW) 

22J5 Aqaba (RW) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. S&lah Safarini 987565 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


HOSPITALS 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nasarctli Church 
Swdflefc. Td. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Td. 

632785. 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 5/16 

Aqaba 11/24 

Deserts 4/17 

Jordan Valley 12/23 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centro 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabai Amman Maternity .... 642362 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights (Terminal 1) 

04.-G5 Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

07:30 Damascus (RJ) 

9fc25 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


17 JO Aqaba (add) (RW) 

1*00 Aqaba (add) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


06=15 Beirut (RJ) 

68 J6 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
11:00 Madrid. Cas a bl an c a ?RJ) 

11.-65 ... Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 


Six killed in Somali 
factional fighting 


MOGADISHU (AFP) - 
Six people were killed and 
14 hurt Monday when some 
260 militiamen loyal to 
Somali warlord Mohamed 
Farah Aidid attacked 
Dins or district in central 
Somalia and engaged rival 
militias in fighting, field 
radio reports monitored 
here said. 

A spokesman for the 
Rahanwein Resistance 
Army (RRA), which is 
opposed to Mr. Aidid, said 
the group engaged the 
attackers in battles but later 
retreated 10 kilometres, 
outside Dinson 

The RRA, made up of 
memebers of the 


Shongole and Gmban vil- 
lages near the western town 
of Bardera. 

Both villages are situated 
in die Gedo region inhabit- 
ed by the Marehan clan of 
former dictator Mohamed 
Siad Barre. 

The Marebans, like the 
Rahawein are opposed to 
Gen. Aidid's self-pro- 
claimed "government” in 
Mogadishu. Gen. Aidid 
belongs to the Habr Gedir 
group. 

Mr. Mazgus said Geo. 
Aidid was planning to cap- 
ture the southern port city of 
Kismayo with the encour- 
agement of banana exporters 
in the fertile Lower Juba 


Rahanwein dan, was driven- -region who -have- been find- 
out of tbe central town of f ihg it difficult to ship the 
Baidoa, 120 kilometres product our of Somalia since 
northeast of Dinsor, by^&te port of Mogadishu was 
Gen. Aidid’s militiamen closed because of factional 


who captured Baidoa last 
year. 

The spokesman Ali Aden 
Margus said Gen. Aidid’s 
fighters had also attacked 


rivalries in October. 

Kismayo is controlled by 
Siad Barre’s son-in-law 
Mohamed Said Hersi 
Morgan. 


‘Iranians barred from 
meeting rights envoy’ 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian 
authorities carried out an 
elaborate security operation 
to prevent a visiting U.N. 
human rights envoy from 
meeting with "genuine" hu- 
man rights victims, an 
opposition group said Mon- 
day. 

The Paris-based National 
Council of Resistance of Iran 
said authorities in the Islamic 
republic secretly relocated 
political prisoners and trans- 
ferred others to train wagons 
to prevent the envoy, Cana- 
dian Maurice Copithome, 
from meeting them. 

Government agents dis- 
guised as political prisoners 
were also deployed in one 
jail, said the 235-member 
council, an umbrella body 
uniting Iran's diverse opposi- 
tion groups. 

Its claims, in a statement 


faxed to the Associated Press 
in« Cyprus, could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed and Mr. 
Copithome himself said in 
Geneva Saturday he received 
full cooperation from Iranian 
authorities during his visit to- 
IRNA earlier this month. 

He said discussions with 
Iranian officials had taken up 
two thirds of the six-day visit 
and that he spent the rest of 
his time making private visits 
to human rights activists as. 
well as several political pris- 
oners. 

He refused to comment on 
his impression of human 
rights in Iran, saying he had 
first to present his written 
report to the U.N. human 
rights commission, 

A visit by a human rights 
envoy is a U.N. procedure 
reserved for the worst rights 
violators. 


11:16 .... Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
11:25 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 


12--00 Paris (RJ) 

12,-65 London (RJ) 

12:15 Cairo (RJ) 

26d0 .. Damascus. Laxnaca (RJ) 

»3S Jeddah (RJ) 

21.-00 

Abu Dhabi. Jakarta (add) (RJ) 
22.-95 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 


7:30 a.m. every Sunday 

nan 

5:00- p.m. every Sunday 




Other Flights (Terminal 
2 ) 


Uppcr/Jower price in fils per kg- 


06-00 Damascus, Paris ( AF) 


Hudaidah. Sanaa, Aden (DY) 

1530 Damascus (AZ) 

,5l4S Munich (YP) 

Dubai (EK) 

®O=0® Amsterdam (KL) 

•1“ Bacharcst (RO) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
(Marita Airport) 

EH Aqaba (RW) 

iSS ::::::::: SMSEZj 


APP*c 700/500 

Banana 5*3/580 

Banana (Mokammar)"..!. 50W500 

Banana (imported) 8001600 *c s 4ld * -««y 

Cabbagc 70 / 40 Willie 

170/100 po u liw. 

Cauliflower iTQ/110 ^5. - t 

Cucumbers (huge) 180/ 100 

Oieumbcrs (small) 280/180 io a. 

WSs===iW%?*h; 

• £ ariic looo/fcjus*^,; rjf Agricu 

Fnrit 22tt Ads melT? 

- 400/250 1 DU 


Marrow (large) I2IV80 

Marrow (small) 250/140 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN* 


Dry. Amma n 8:00 every Monday 
Ait. Dequcgsi 

SUM p.m. every Monday 


Onion (green) 170/140 

220/160 

650/500 

j^PPCTCkK) 450/300 

Pepper (sweet) 500300 

5®““ 

160/100 

Suing Beans 680 / 480 

§* u * h 200/120 

Tomato 15090 
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Last day of Ramadan 


The young and not so young rejoice in the years- 
old tradition of shopping for the Eid, the feast that 
follows the fasting days of the holy month of 
Ramadan. It is time for street vendors to display 
goods of all sorts for different tastes and whims. 

If only we knew what the white fleeced lamb 
thought of his wheel ride~ 

Happy Eid to all our dear readers!(photos by 
Rana Hussein!) 
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Fierce competition expected as nine 
candidates vie for JBA presidency 


redfn 
s emof 
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By Lola KeDani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

1 . > .. 

AMMAN ^ Nine lawyers 
intend torbaTor the presi- 

..A^apsm the 

- ranch.- elections, a§ the? 
president's seat bgcame 
vacant following the 
appointment of Kamal 
Nasser as minister of social 
developmenL 

According to a JBA 
source who asked not to be 
identified, the strongest 
candidates for the seat arc 
Walid Abdul Hadi, a former 
two-term president of the 
JBA and nationalist, Hus- 
sein Mjali, a former mem- 
ber of Parliament and 
nationalist, and Salih 
Annuti, a member in the 
JBA council and an 

I slamis t. 


Last week the Islamists in 
the 3,000 strong JBA gener- 
al assembly unanimously 
agreed on Mr. Annuti’s 
candidacy, the source said . 

. . ^AccorfUng -.to,i. ..another . 
, . JBA source^ the nationalists 
arc divided among -them-" 
.selves as to -who of their 
two candidates running for 
the position they should 
vote foe 

“With both lawyers Abdul 
Hadi and Mjali represent- 
ing the same trend, Mr. 
Ararnd has a stronger 
chance of winning,” the 
source said. 

Ziad Khasawneh, the JBA 
vice president, who con- 
firmed last week that be 
would be running for the 
presidential seat, is current- 
ly reconsidering his deci- 
sion. 

Mr. Khasawneh told the 


Jordan Times that he was 
assessing the situation and 
that it was too early for him 
to decide, especially that 
many lawyers have 
-announced-, their intention 
to run. 

- Me. « ’Khasawneh ' Con- 
firmed that ; ' West ‘'Bank 
lawyers, around 235 out of 
the 3,000 registered, would 
participate in the elections. 

Following elections in 
1995, two complaints were 
filed against the president 
of the association and coun- 
cil members. 

The first was filed by 
then Minister of Justice 
Hisharh Tal against the par- 
ticipation of lawyers from 
the West Bank. The Minis- 
ter had instructed the JBA 
to strike out all West Bank 
members from the associa- 
tion's rosier and to prohibit 


them from participation in 
the 1995 elections since the 
Kingdom had severed all 
legal ties with the West 
Bank in 19S8. 

The' new Minister of Jus- 
tice^. Abdul Karim' Diihgirii' 
announced last week his 
ministry had dropped the 
case against the JBA. 

The second complaint 
was filed by Khalaf 
Masaadeh, former candi- 
date who was defeated in 
the 1995 elections and who 
intends to run for the March 
election. 

Mr. Masaadeh told the 
Jordan Tunes that running 
for the presidency and chal- 
lenging the validity of the 
last election of the JBA are 
two separate issues. 


Jordanian editor sues Iraqi 
defector for alleged death threat 


By Jamal Halaby 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN (AP) — A Jor- 
danian newspaper editor 
said Monday he has filed a 
lawsuit ' hgainst _ a senior 
Iraqi defector,' for' alleged 
defamation and a' death 
threat. 

Nayef Tawarrab, editor- 
in-chief of the weekly A1 
Bilad, said he filed the case 
with the Amman district 
court after Lc-Gen. Hus- 
sein Kamel “told me be was 
sending his bodyguards 
after me to ‘liquidate’ me. 

“In addition to the death 
threat, I sued him for slan- 
der because he cursed me 
and insulted my stall in two 
separate telephone calls,” 
Mr. Tawarrah told the Asso- 
ciated Press. 

He said he filed the law- 


suit Saturday three days 
after the alleged death 
threat, which the editor had 
reported to authorities. 

Gen. Kamel, a key figure 
behind Iraq’s secret wea- . 
pons programmes, and son- ' 
in-law of.Iraqi leader' Sa'L 
dam Hussein, fled to Jonf-mi 
in August arid vowed to 
topple the Iraqi leadership. 

But Gen. Kamel failed to 
win the support of Iraqi dis- 
sidents in exile, who say he 
had been too involved in 
the Baghdad regime’s 
oppressive policies. 

Sources close to the 
defector, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said 
Gen. Kamel was frustrated 
and had suffered a nervous 
breakdown because of the 
snub, which also inspired 
him to change his harsh line 
against President Saddam 


The shift was obvious in 
recent Arab newspaper 
reports which quoted him 
as praising the political 
reforms Baghdad has an- 
nounced and saying he con- 
templates returning to 'Iraq 
. soon; . \ . ' 

„ Mr. Tawarrah said he was 
not sure what prompted the 
death threat, but “Gen. 
Kamel was apparently en- 
raged by the text of an 
interview we conducted 
with him and which 
appeared in the newspaper 
a week ago.” 

In that interview, the 
defector reportedly denied 
he was considering a return 
to Iraq or to seek asylum in 
Syria, which he has visited 
several times since his 
defection. 

He was also quoted as 
saying that President Sad- 


dam was treated for 15 
years for the Hodgkin’s dis- 
ease, a cancer of the lymph 
system. 

“My impression is that 
the interview, had embar- 
rassed him with the Syrians 
or that' ft ‘ impeded his 
efforts to reconcile with the 
Iraqi leadership,” Mr. 
Tawarrab said. 

Other sources, however, 
said the general was mis- 
quoted in the original inter- 
view, which was conducted 
and published in a newspa- 
per in the Arab Gulf. 

He stud Gen. Kamel ini- 
tially denied to authorities 
that be threatened him, “but 
after he knew that I had 
recorded his threats, he 
changed his statement and 
said be bad been angry and 
could not control himself” 


ciaieu ness. nun ro cnange ois narsn line ne was aiso quoted as could nor contr 

He said he filed the law- against President Saddam. saying that President Sad- 
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AMMAN (J.T. ) — The 
Ministry of Health is cur- 
rently building a field hos- 
pital near the ancient city of 
Petra to provide medical 
services to the growing 
number of visitors to the 
undent site and the local 
community, as welL 
A Ministry of Health offi- 
cial told Jordan Television 


that the hospital will be 
offering first aid and emer- 
gency medical services to 
tbe tourists. He said that the 
ministry was recruiting 
medical staff to man the 
new facility and providing 
it with hospital beds and 
various equipment 
The source said that the 
hospital site has a heliport 


for the transportation of 
emergency cases that 
require treatment in 
Amman hospitals. 

According to Minisby of 
Tourism figures more than 
a million visited Jordan in 
1995, a majority of which 
have visited Petra . 

Tbe figures show a 25 per 
cent increase in the total 


number of visitors over 
1994. 

Tbe Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation earlier this 
month announced the start 
of work on projects to 
ensure continued supply of 
water to tbe Petra region 
and its hotels and tourist 
facilities . 



Government is culprit in white meat 
crisis, officials and consumers charge 
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AMMAN (J. T. ) — The Ministry of Supply and the Jordanian 
Consumer Protection Society (JCPS) have both called for mea- 
sures to end the current shortage in poultry meat and its spi- 
ralling prices which have hit hard at limited income groups. 

In interviews published in the local press Monday m ini s try offi- 
cial Afcef Dabbas said that the government should rescind an 
order issued earlier in February allowing the private sector and 
not the Ministry of Supply to import the poultry meat. 

“Opening the door for the merchants to import any amount of 
poultry meat without issuing control measures is hurting the local 
market and die interest of the local consumers who are paying 
exorbitant prices to get their needs," Mr. Dabbas, the head of the 
ministry's quality control department, was quoted as saying. 

He said that the Ministry of Supply should be responsible for 
importing poultry meat and fixing its prices to ensure fairness and 
jnslice. . 

Referring to tbe shortage crisis he said that betore the start of 
BamaHan foe Minis try of Supply received assurance from the 
Ministry of Agriculture that the Kingdom had sufficient amounts 
of poultry meat but it turned out that was not the case and the 
. ^situation was aggravated during the month when consumers 

* tarred to poultry as they shunned eating fish because of earlier 
reports about its contamination. 

- Hk Consumer Society President Mohammad Obeidat, echoed the Min- 
iary’s call by urging the government not to allow merchants to impart 
poultry meat He said some rich merchants had been putting pressure an 

• the government to allow them to impart white meat to meet the local mar- 
ket demand md at the same time seeking that customs duty on imported 
poultry meat be reduced . 

"The society is against allowing the rich merchants to import- the meat 
because their sole objective Is to monopolise imports and dominate the 


markets and keep the consumers under their mercy, “ Dr Obeidat said. 

He said allowing merchants to import poultry meat also results 
in harming the interests of the local poultry farmers. 

Fanners interviewed by the press have been unanimous in 
accusing the Ministry of Supply for the present crisis “The min- 
istry demands that the farmers sell a kilo of poultry meat for 9"1 
fils when it knows too well that this leads to loss because of the 
high prices of poultry feed and other expresses," Yousef Ajouri, 
a poultry farm owner said. “My own losses this season were esti- 
mated at 6,000 birds due to poisoning after eating government- 
imported corn that was later proved to be contaminated,” Mr. 
Ajouri said 

His views were echoed by Mohammad Silawi, another farm 
owner who said that the cost of animal feed and a healthy envi- 
ronment for fee chicken during the winter season made it impos- 
sible for the farmers to sell at profit. 

Saadi Nobani a store keeper sells poultry meat in Amman said 
that the Ministry of Supply should allow the market forces of sup- 
ply and demand-to control the prices . 

He said that while the ministry allows the owners of die Jordanian Poul- 
try Company l Duleil company) to sell chicken ai prices higher than the 
current rates it is imposing a fine reaching up lo JD 200 on stores lhai 
violate its tariff. 

Kamal i Ibrahim. DuJeil company manage, replied by saying that some 
stores have been selling a kilo of poultry meat for JD 1.5, but company was 
m*iiing at the rate of JD 1.26 a kilo. He noted that the shortage of poultry 
treat was due to two reasons: One, that most farmers decline lo raise 
chicken during the winter season due to the high cost of services, like 
keeping the birds warm and the high cost of feed on the one band, and due 
to the unexpected increase in demand during Ramadan. He expected 
prices to return io normal after Eld Ai Fitr holiday. 


for their cause 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Speaker 
of the Lower House of Par- 
liament Saad Hayel Srour 
has called on journalists to 
meet with deputies in Par- 
liament and participate in 
discussions on the proposed 
amendments to the existing 
Press Association Law. 

“A draft law on the press 
association is now before 
the House for debate and I 
call on journalists con- 
cerned over the future of 
their association, and its 
performance to come for- 
ward and air their views 
and participate in discus- 
sions,” said Mr Srour at a 
meeting with journalists 
held at AI Du stout daily. 

“The House’s Legal 
Committee would like to 
hear the views of the jour- 
nalists about the associa- 
tion's draft law and the 
committee will welcome 
journalists’ views before it 
can submit its recommend- 
ed draft law to Parliament 
for discussion and ap- 
proval,” said Mr Sroun 

He was replying to a call 
by journalists for an 
amendment to or change of 
tbe existing law as it was 
obsolete and did not cater 
to the requirements of the 
democratic process in Jor- 
dan. 

Regarding tbe election 
law, Mr. Srour said that a 
draft amendment to the 
existing law had not yet 
reached Parliament from 
the government. 



Saad Hayel Srour 

“I admit that we can find 
a more suitable method for 
voting in general elections 
than the one-person, one- 
vote system, and we can 
find a middle way between 
the one-person, one-vote 
and tbe list of names or bloc 
system especially applica- 
ble to some go vemo rates, “ 
Mr Srour, said. 

“While the one-person 
one-vote system has been 
found to be successful in 
other countries of the world 
it does not necessarily 
mean that it is good for Jor- 
dan, and therefore we ought 
to think of other formulas 
that can best suit our envi- 
ronment and our society,” 
he added 

However, he said, tbe 
House would deal with the 
draft Jaw or amendments to 
the present law realistically 
and objectively and in 


accordance with our con- 
victions, and “in my view, 
Parliament should start 
debating a draft law or 
amendment to the existing- 
one as soon as possible and 
before’ the end of the cur- 
rent .parliamentary ses- 
sion.” 

Asked to assess tbe Par- 
liament's stand regarding 
the new government of 
Abdul Karim Kabariti, Mr 
Srour said that: “The gov- 
ernment will be scrutinised 
under the microscope after 
it has seoured a vote of con- 
fidence.” 

“Any government 
should 
tutiot 

take into consideration all 
resolutions and recommen- 
dations passed by the Par- 
liament as these are (he 
main principles by which a 
government can be 


judged," he added. 

“1 believe that in order for 
a government to be suc- 
cessful and cany out its 
business it must secure a 
majority of votes in Parlia- 
ment,” be added. 

Asked on the role of Parlia- 
ment in bolstering inter-Arab 
relations; Mr Srour said the 
House had played a key role 
in this regard through its par- 
ticipation in various Arab par- 
liamentary meetings and its 
interaction with other Arab 
parliaments in matters of con- 
cern to*the Arab World. 

He cited Parliament's partic- 
ipation in tbe Arab parliamen- 
tary meeting held in Morocco 
in 1995 and the Inter-Parlia- 
mentary Union meeting held 
earlier in Madrid. “The Jor- 
danian Parliament played a 
key role in -breaking the ice 
that marred relations among 
Arab countries as a result of 
the Gulf crisis at a time when 
Arab regimes were still divid- 
ed by differences over feat cri- 
sis," he added. 

Referring to fee peace treaty, 
he said: “Debates about feat 
treaty consumed a great deal of 
time in fee previous session of 
parliament because fee treaty 
was on fee minds of the major- 
ity of the Jordanians.” 

added: “It is hoped feat 
aent will 
now focus more attention on 
domestic affairs which are of 
direct concern to fee public, 
like reforming fee public 
administration and fightin** 
corruption." * 




4 World News 


Top Russian general vows 


to destroy Chechen rebel base 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s top general in the north 
Caucasus vowed Monday to “eliminate'’ by the end of the 
day a group of Chechen rebels besieged in the eastern vil- 
lage of Novogroxnensky, ITAR-TASS news agency said. 

General Anatoly Kvashnin was speaking as citizens in the 
area told local reporters that Russian artillery and helicopter 
gunships attacked Novogroznensky and the neighbouring 
village of Bochi-Yurt. There was no independent confirma- 
tion. 

“By the end of the day the federal forces blockading a 
group of rebels in die village of Novogroznensky will ebd 
an operation to rfiminare them,” TASS quoted Gen. 
Kvashnin as saying in the Chechen capital Grozny. 

The general commands Russia’s north Caucasus military 
district 

He said that civilians had left Novogroznensky through 
corridors left by the Russian troops and only fighters of sep- 
aratist leader Dzho khar Dudayev remained there. 

Russian forces have trapped up to 1,000 separatist rebels 
in die eastern Chechen village of Novogroznensky but were 
unable to advance on them Monday because of heavy fog, 
Interfax News Agency said. 

The agency quoted an Interior Ministry officer in 
Checbenya as saying Russian troops and weaponry were 
being concentrated around the village, where they have 
fought skirmishes with the rebels in the last few days. 

A separate Interfax report said Russian troops had killed 
or wounded 30 rebel guerrillas in the last 24 hours when 
they tried to break out of Novogroznensky. 

In the whole of the rebel region, three Russian servicemen 
have been killed and 10 wounded in the same period, it 
said. 

The rebels gave no details of the fighting and independent 
confir matio n of the report was not immediately possible. 


Talks between Russian forces, positioned two kilometres 
from Novogroznensky, Chechen government officials and 
village leaders failed to reach an agreement and fighting 
raged thoughout Sunday, ITAR-TASS news agency said. 

Moscow regards Novogroznensky as a stronghold of 
fighters loyal to separatist leader Dzhokhar Dudayev in the 
14-month-old conflict over Checbeoya's independence 
drive. 

Rebel Commander Salman Raduyev also chose the vil- 
lage as die site to release hostages he seized in a raid by a 
guerrilla group which he led into neighbouring Dagestan 
Iasi month. 

Several Russian policemen are still being held there and 
the two sides have failed so far ta agree on an exchange of 
the policemen for rebels captured during the raid. 

“The situation around Novogroznensky remains tense and 
fighting with Mr. Dudayev’s militants has not stopped,” the 
officer told Interfax. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin is working on a peace ini- 
tiative to try to end the conflict before a presidential elec- 
tion in June in which he will seek a second term. 

Sergei Belyaev, head of the only pro-government group in 
the Russian parliament, was quoted by Interfax as saying 
Mr. Yeltsin had to end the conflict before the poll to have a 
good chance of winning. 

But, referring to unnamed hawks in Moscow who oppose 
ending the conflict, he added: “Both in Checbenya and in 
the centre there are forces which are hindering a peaceful 
solution to the Chechen problem”. 

Mr. Yeltsin was quoted by Interfax as saying be was 
awaiting proposals from two commissions that have been 
set up to search for ways of ending the fighting. Thousands 
of people have been killed, many of them civilians. 



Hie stricken ofl tanker Sea Empress is filmed by cameramen as the sun rises Monday. 
A new team of marine engineers was Monday being airlifted aboard man attempt to 
le^en the risk of further environmental damage (Reuter photo) 


British salvagers hope tanker 


will hold together overnight 


MILFORD HAVEN, Wales (R) — Raging 
seas forced a salvage team to abandon the 
heaving deck of a grounded supertanker off 
the south Wales coast, Coast Guards said. 

The Sea Empress, which first ran aground 
Thursday, was leaking oil but was in no 
immediate danger of breaking up, they said. 
It was being held in place by two tugs late 
Sunday and seemed to be partly afloat 

A half-mile-long oil slick could be clearly 
seen trailing from both sides of the vessel 
and waves crashed over tbe deck as the 
tanker listed at an angle in the grey, surging 
seas. 

Once winds died down, the Coast Guard 
said, salvagers would try to drain the 
130,000 tonnes of light crude from the 
Liberian-registered ship. A force nine gale 
was forecast for the area Sunday night 

“She is leaking...But it appears to be com- 
ing from two discrete areas,” Joe Small, 
head of the Marine Pollution Control Unit, 
told a news conference. 

A five-member salvage team, winched 
from helicopters onto tbe tossing deck, ear- 
lier connected' lines to two large tugboats 
and inspected the ship’s engine rooms. 
They said the engines were dry and in 
apparent working order. 

Peter Cooney, managing director of 
Acomarit, winch operated die Sea Empress, 
said salvagers were working in extreme 
conditions. 

“You must understand that you are under 
significant forces here — die sea, the wind 
ami the weather and indeed tbe tide ” he 


told Sky Television. 

“The game plan is to control the ship as 
much as is practically possible. Tbe ship to 
a very large extent will control her own des- 
tiny because this is a 140,000-tonne vessel 
that has no propulsion.” 

Mr. Cooney said only about 200 tonnes of 
oil bad leaked from the tanker. Aircraft 
sprayed dispersant on the oil slick trailing 
from the vessel. 

The Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA) launched an 
operation to save as many sea-birds, dol- 
phins and seals as possible from the oil. 

Conservationists say the area is home to 
as many as 100,000 birds. Rare red-throat- 
ed divers and guillemots have already been 
found coated with oiL 

Tbe Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB) said it was worried about 
government policies on prevention of oil 
spills. 

“It is of great concern to the RSPB that 
government appears to be courting disaster 
by permitting oil and gas exploration in 
highly sensitive marine and coastal areas 
around Britain,” said Philip Rothwell, head 
of policy operations. 

“Shipping safety regulations still fail to 
address risks to tbe environment,” said a 
spokesman for tbe Worldwide Fund for 
Nature (WWF). “If the Sea Empress had 
had a double hull and back-up systems to 
prevent loss of control this terrible incident 
might never have happened.” 


Colombian president denies 


reports he weighs resignation 


BOGOTA, Colombia (R) — President 
Ernesto Samper Sunday denied a report in 
tbe New York Times that quoted him as say- 
ing he was trying to find a dignified way to 
leave office amid mounting drug corruption 
chaiges. 

“It is totally false that President Samper 
confirmed he was (looking) to be able to 
leave in a dignified way,” read a statement 
released by Colombia’s presidential palace. 

In an interview in Sunday’s edition of the 
limes, samper was quoted as saying be was 
looking for a way out of office as he faced 
indictment on criminal chaiges. “What 1 am 
seeking is to be able to leave in a dignified 
way” he was quoted as saying. “When? 
That depends on the conditions of govern- 
ability (of the country) ... I would not do the 
country harm.” 

The palace statement said Mr. Samper bad 
been misquoted. ‘The presidency of the 
republic sincerely laments and rejects the 
manipulation of President Samper's state- 


ments,” it said, “ll comes as a surprise that 
a (newspaper) of such prestige ... would 
attribute to the president of Colombia 
phrases he never said and that were taken 
out of context.” 

Colombia’s Congress decides this week 
whether fresh chaiges of corruption are 
enough to merit reopeoing a probe that 
could lead to Mr. Samper’s impeachment 
Prosecutor-General Alfonso Valdivieso for- 
mally indicted tbe president before a special 
congressional committee Wednesday as 
part of his office’s probe into drug corrup- 
tion among congressmen and senior public 
officials. 

The House of Representatives Committee 
of Accusations cleared Mr. Samper in an 
earlier investigation, citing a lack of evi- 
dence od allegations he knew about drug 
money entering his election campaign. But 
the 15-member committee will likely be 
forced to reopen the case after the indict- 
ment by Mr. Valdivieso. 


Bangladesh 


army 
returns to 
barracks 
after 


elections 


•They 
now.. .In 
already 
Dhaka,” 


DHAKA (R) — Tbe Bang- 
ladeshi army has started 
returning to barracks after 
being railed out to guard 
voters during last Thurs- 
day’s general elections, tbe 
Election Commission said 
Monday. 

are withdrawing 
fact they have 
pulled out in 
one commissi on 
official said 

Thousands of troops were 
deployed throughout the 
country, at the request of 
tbe commissi on, to ensure 
peaceful voting in the elec- 
tion which all major oppo- 
sition parties boycotted 

But 16 people were killed 
and 500 wounded in wide- 
spread violence that scared 
off many voters and forced 
authorities to cancel pol- 
ling in some places. 

Some political analysts 
said the return of the army 
indicated Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia was 
firmly in control even 
though her bitter foe, 
Sheikh Hasina of the 
Awami League, has threat- 
ened to force her to hold 
•another election soon. 

Army generals ruled 
Bangladesh for almost 15 
years before Mis. Khaleda 
took over as tbe first 
woman prime minister in 
1991 in what were billed as 
tbe country's first free and 
fair elections. 

Khaleda’s Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 
has won 205 out of the 
seats so far declared and 
lost only two — one to an 
independent and tbe other 
to a candidate from tbe 
National Democratic 
Alliance. 

There are a total of 300 
seats. The Election Com- 
mission has ordered partial 
repolling in most of the 
other constituencies and 
suspended results in mite to 
investigate irregularities, 

Mrs. Khaleda Sunday 
denied that her party bad 
seized victory at the polls 
through irregularities. 

“The polls were free and 
fair,” the prime minister 
told reporters. “Wherever 
there were problems, they 
were created by the opposi- 
tion..^ discredit the gov- 
ernment” 

Mrs. Hasina described 
Mrs. Khaleda's remarks as 
“blatant lies” and urged 
foreign governments not to 
recognise what she called 
an illegal administration. 

An official estimate of 
the number of voters was 
not available yet but Mrs. 
Khaleda said earlier she 
would form tbe next gov- 
ernment even if only 10 per 
cent of the 47.42 million 
eligible voters cast ballots. 


Jordan Times, Tuesday, February 20, 1996 




German Chancellor Helmut Kohl (right) gestures as he talks to Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin prior to their meeting in the Kremlin Monday. Mr. Kohl is on a three- 
day official visit to Russia (Reuter photo) 


Yeltsin tells Kohl reform 


will continue in Russia 


MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin 
assured visiting German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl Monday that be would not depart 
from the reforms be has launched in Russia. 

“I have assured Helmut Kohl that I will 
continue the reforms and will not deviate 
from them a single centimetre,” be told 
reporters after talks with Mr. Kohl. He 
declared that he had derided to seek re- 
election in June to conclude the reforms. 

Mr. Kohl, who is spending three days in 
Moscow and Sl Petersburg, was the first 
Western leader to meet Mr Yeltsin since the 
Kremlin leader announced last Thursday 
that he would run in a presidential election 
in June. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, alarmed reformers at 
home and abroad'by sacking several top lib- 
erals and by making big spending promises 


in recent weeks as be geared up to 
announce he was seeking a second term in 
office. 

The opposition Social Democrats (SPD) 
said Mr. Kohl’s trip was a personal endorse- 
ment of Mr. Yeltsin. 

Ge rman officials have said Mr. Kohl, Mr. 
Yeltsin’s closest Western ally, intends to 
back reforms rather than a specific candi- 
date in die election. 

But the chancellor welcomed the Kremlin 
chiefs decision to run and see reforms 
through. 

“It is not my job to comment on Russian 
presidential elections but as German chan- 
cellor, I welcome the link Boris Yeltsin has 
just drawn between his wish for a second 
term in office and the reform policies,” Mr. 
Kohl said. 


Poll: More Britons desert royal family 


LONDON (R) — The British public stood 
by their royal family through the row over 
King Edward VHTs abdication, the divorce 
of Queen Elizabeth’s sister and even the 
break-up. of tire marriage of Prince Charles, 
tbe heir to tbe throne. 

But now. worn down by a succession of 
scandals, Britons increasingly agree that the 
royal family is an expensive luxury the 
country can no longer afford, an opinion 
poll said. 

The Mori poll published by the 
Independent On Sunday newspaper said 


two out of three people thought Britain 
if the monarchy was abol- 


would not suffer if I 
isbed and 42 per cent thought Queen 
Elizabeth and her relatives cost tbe country 
too much. . 

Only 41 per cent believed Prince Charles 
would make a good king, while 40 per cent 
thought be would be a bad one. As recently 
as 1991, 82 per cent said he had what it took 
to rule. 

The royal family’s popularity has been 
eroding steadily. The percentage of Britons 
saying that the country would be worse off 
without royalty has follen from to 50 per 
cent in May 1992 and 40 per cent in 
December 1994 to 34 per cent now. 

Tbe royals, to be sure, have been through 
some bad years as royal marriages fell apart 
amid acrimony and tittle-tattle about extra- 
marital Raisons. 

The security of the monarchy had seemed 
assured in 1981 when Prince Charles mar- 
ried shy, blonde Princess Diana in a roman- 
tic ceremony that captivated tbe world’s 
imagination. A year later, a golden- haired 
heir was born. 

But the fairy-tale image of tbe royal fam- 
ily as a symbol of British nationhood and a 
shining example of conventional morality 


collapsed in 1992. 

Prince Andrew, the queen’s second son, 
split from his boisterous wife Sarah, nick- 
named Fergie, after six years of marriage. A 
few months later pictures were published 
showing Fergie frolicking topless with 
financial adviser John Bryan. 

Princess Anne, tbe queen’s daughter, got 
divorced and Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana topped off the queen’s “annus hand- 
bills” by announcing they were separating. 

Not since Edward VHI stepped down 
from the throne in 1936 rather than give up 
American divorcee Wallis Simpson had 
Buckingham Palace known such a domestic 
upset 

The 1978 divorce of tire queen’s sister. 
Princess Margaret, from photographer Lord 
Snowdon was accepted with more equa- 
nimity. 

The royal institution has been rocked by 
more than just marital scandaL Newspapers 
have questioned whether the royals were 
overpaid and the queen has finally agreed to 
pay tax. 

Fergie's free-spending ways have provid- 
ed lively fodder for press headlines, while 
virtually every top royal, from Prince 
Charles to bis father Prince Philip, have 
seen transcripts of their intimate telephone 
conversations plastered on the front pages. 

The daily fore now focuses on when 
Prince Charles and Princess Diana, who 
have both admitted adultery in carefully 
orchestrated television interviews, will 
finally divorce. 

Buckingham Palace has confirmed that 
the queen wants tins — tbe question is on 
what terms. “The princess is still consider- 
ing her position,” said a Buckingham 
Palace spokeswoman. 


Princess Diana’s Pakistan 


trip threatens to turn sour 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Britain’s Princess 
Diana arrives in Pakistan Tuesday for a pri- 
vate visit to promote her charitable work 
that threatens to spark a new royal contro- 
versy. 

The Princess of Wales is to go to Lahore 
to visit a cancer hospital as tbe guest of 
cricket legend Imran Khan, who was the 
captain of the Pakistan team that won tbe 
1992 World Cup, a spokesman for tbe 
princess said in London. 

Imran, once renowned for his playboy 
lifestyle, raised the money for tbe Shaaukat 
Khanum Memorial Hospital, which is 
named after his mother, who died of cancer. 

Reliable sources confirmed Monday that 
the estranged wife of Prince Charles is to 
spend three days in Lahore as the guest of 
Imran and his wife Jemima. 

But the British embassy in Islamabad was 
informed of tbe visit only at the last minute. 

“We have not been involved at all in the 
visit.” a British diplomat here said, adding 
that it was “completely private.” 

The Pakistan government will be respon- 
sible for security arrangements, and all 
efforts will be made to keep Princess Diana 
away from prying eyes. 

Imran, 43, married Jemima Goldsmith, 
the daughter of the Franco-British billion- 
aire Sir James Goldsmith, last year. 

But he has also been courted by some 
politicians as a potential alternative to 
incumbent Premier Benazir Bhutto. 


Princess Diana is expected to arrive in the 
private jet of Sir James Goldsmith, in the 
company of Anabel Goldsmith, Jemima’s 
mother, reliable sources said. 

Imran will host a private dinner, where tbe 
princess will be the guest of honour, and 
other guests will include major benefactors 
of his cancer hospital. Observers have sug- 
gested this could be easily interpreted as a 
slight by Ms. Bhutto. 

“Even though Imran may not intend it the 
visit will be a major political snub to 
Bhutto, because she is unlikely to be invit- 
ed to tbe dinner” said a senior Pakistani 
bureaucrat quoted'by the Nation. 

Princess Diana is also expected to meet 
Hasoat Khan, a Pakistani cardiologist who 
is reportedly a heart surgeon at the Royal 
Brompton Hospital in London. 

The British popular press has linked 
Princess Diana with the specialist, and 
sources close to his family say he will be in 
Lahore at the same time as tbe princess and 
will show her round the town’s principal 
historic sites. 

Lahore's main daily, the Nation, Monday 
quoted Western diplomats as paying the 
Foreign Office in London was unlikely to 
approve of the trip. 

Imran has frequently accused Pakistan’s 
politicians of being deeply corrupt and has 
particularly taken the Bhutto government to 
task, resulting in a blackout on him by the 
state media and television. 


Japanese held for 
smuggling rare j| 
tortoises 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japa- 
nese police have anrested a 
60-year-old man attempt- 
ing to smuggle 39 rare tor- 
toises into tbe country from 
Bangkok, a police spokes- 
man said. The man, identi- 
fied as Shigeru Yamamoto, 
was discovered carrying 
tbe tortoises concealed in a 
large bag when he arrived 
at Narita Airport on. Jan. 
27. He allegedly bought the 
tortoises for about 110,000 
yen ($1,050) and planned 
to sell them to pet shops at 
more than 100 times the 
purchase price. Mr. Yama- 
moto was carrying 20 In- 
dian star tortoises native to 
southern India which can 
fetch up to 100,000 yen 
each in Japan. He was also 
carrying 19 Aldabra giant 
tortoises which are native 
to the Seychelles and 
Aldabra Island north of 
Madagascar and can fetch 
up to 500,000 yen, the 
spokesman said. Police are 
checking whether Mr. 
Yamamoto canted out sim- 
ilar smuggling attempts as 
he has travelled between 
Thailand and Japan 26 
times over the past two 
years, tire spokesman said. 
Under a United Nations 
Convention on Endangered 
Species, both tortoises 
require permits from the 
country of export 
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Smouldering 
burger prompts 
emergency 
landing 


DETROIT (R) — A greasy 
hamburger left in a jet’s - . : ’ 
galley oven forced a - 

Northwest Airlines flight - 
bound for Tampa to make - • 

an emergency landing at : ' 

Detroit Metropolitan 
Airport after the meat start- 
ed smouldering. A spokes- - 

woman for Northwest v: 

Airlines in Minneapolis r r . ' 

said 172 passengers and .* 

seven crew members 
aboard flight 480 exited the 
Boeing 757 by sliding J; 

down emergency chutes f sc-rr: 
shortly after landing. One ; - << 
person twisted an ankle and 
was treated at a local hospi- F -■ - 

taL - ? . 1 ' 


World’s oldest 
woman to release 
funk-rap CD 


MARSEILLE (R) — 

France’s Jeanne Calment, 
the world’s oldest person, 
celebrates her 121st birth- 
day this week by releasing 
a compact disc of techno 
and funk-rap music. 
Breaking a longevity 
record with every heart- 
beat, Ms. Calment is to 
unveil the CD in Saintes- 
Maries-De-La-Mer, a gipsy 
pilgrimage sea resort near 
the Provence town of Arles 
where she was born in 
1875 and once met Dutch 
artist Vincent Van Gogh. 
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Japanese man 
arrested for 
keeping his son 
chained 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
police have arrested a man 
for keeping his teenage son 
in chains and forcing him 
to work on construction 
sites instead of allowing 
him to go to school. Un- 
employed Masayuki Ta- 
kao, 44, was arrested on 
chaiges of assault and vio- 
lation of tbe employment 
security law, which bans 
forced labour, a police 
spokesman in Amagasaki, 
western Japan said Wed- 
nesday. His 15 -year-old 
son had a U-shaped lock 
used to secure bicycles 
aroond bis neck and bruises 
all over his body when be 
ran to police for protection 
Saturday. Police said the 
boy had apparently been 
kept chained up at home 
for at least a few years, but s AQb 
they did not know exactly C . 

how long. They said the ^ ,°J Uijjg ° 
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boy had been forced to ask • '* poi nu 


his father every time he c oij^ en 


wanted to 
ry. The 


ro to the lavato- 


v* c °ar** 

oy had been c Hiinj- of 


absent from - school for 
more than a year, police *. L ac eu- • s* 


said. IBs father bad forced ^ ,“ 3s Ic 

him to work and used an 3 -S 
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estimated $1,200 the boy ft relation 
earned for gambling and to.J* re v Jj, 


repay debt. 
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Key Republican primary is a 3 -way cliffhanger 
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MANCHESTER, N.H. (R) — M ains tream Republican 
Robert Dole and right-wing firebrand Pat Buchanan each 
predicted victory as candidates launched final campaigning 
before Tuesday’s pivotal New Hampshire presidential pri- 
mary. 

In a contest that has revealed a party bitterly at war with 
itself, the outcome was too close to call by pollsters. 

Polls declared the ugly fight between the top contenders 
tor the presidential nomination a neck-and-neck race 
between veteran Senate majority leader Dole and columnist 
Buchanan, with former Tennessee governor Lamar Alexan- 
der a close third. 

CNN said the contest was going into a photo finish in its 
latest poll, with Mr. Buchanan at 25 per cent. Sen. Dole, 24 
per cent, and Mr. Alexander, 20 per cent, a race statistical- 
ly almost even. But ABC had a two-man race with Sen. 
Dole at 26 per cent, ahead by one point over Mr. Buchanan 
and Me Alexander eight points behind him. 

One-time contender Steve Forbes has slipped far back, 
but the millionaire publishing vowed to stay in future con- 
tests. 

Whoever wins the' nation's first primary election will get 
a springboard into a month of primaries in March likely to 
determine the Republican challenger to Democratic 
President Bill Clinton for the Nov. 5 general election. 

Mr. Clinton is running without any serioas Democratic 
opposition indie primaries. 

Sen. Dole^caUed the certain Republican nominee only 
- - wo5ksn®o, wjfe fightiogtfar his political life in the snows of 

.• ,.Afew Klm-I. I ill 7 U. .Z-T 2_ 


Republicans and dear the way for Mr. Clinton to win re- 
election. 

“We’ve got to bring the party together to beat Bill 
Clinton. We don’t want issues to divide us. We want issues 
to unite us,” Sen. Dole said, declaring be was the best man 
for the While House. 

A few kilometres away and a few hours earlier, a fired-up 
Buchanan made a similar appeal to a larger, more fervent 
crowd. 

“My friends, Pat Buchanan is going all the way to the 
White House,” Mr. Buchanan told 1,500 cheering support- 
ers who responded with a loud chorus of “go Pat go.” 
“History is about to be made in the state of New Hampshire. 
The establishment is quaking in its boots.” 

Mr. Buchanan, a TV commentator and former Reagan 
administration official whose critics brand him too extreme 
to be president, declared Sen. Dole and his allies a spent 
farce in American politics. 

Fear that Mr. Buchanan could win in New Hampshire and 
go on to win the nomination was one reason died by Texas 
Senator Phil Gramm for endorsing Sen. Dole. 

Sen. Gramm, who quit the race Wednesday after devas- 
tating defeats in the Jowa and Louisiana caucuses, appeared 
at a joint news conference with Sen. Dole Sunday to bestow, 
his blessing on a man he had previously dismissed as a vas- 
cillating compromiser. 

“Bob Dole is the one Republican candidate in this race 
. today who can bring together the economic conservatives 
and who can bring together social conservatives and who 


New Hampshire, whichrburied his presidential ambitions in . .can mfllc,e the Republican Party again one unt ied party, ? 
1980 and 198$. -da ; { ’ “ Sen. (Jframm said, i: q li: ; 
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The man who has ^dedicated Ins hie to keeping the 
Republican Party viable was now in danger of being beaten 
by Mr. Buchanan, an anti-big business populist who draws 
support from, the increasingly powerful Republican reli- 
gious right. 

“I smell victory in the air,” the 72-year-old Dole shouted 
at a noisy rally Sunday night as he delivered the latest of his 
warnings that a Buchanan victory would bitterly split 


“We share a common objective:- We want to keep the 
Republican Party together,” the conservative Texan added. 

This fiercely independent, conservative New England 
state, with a population more than 97 per cent white, has 
provided an ordeal by Arctic winds and icy roads for presi- 
dential candidates over four decades. The primary has in 
earlier years taken on a symbolic role in U.S. politics as the 
contest that a candidate most win to win the presidency. 
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New polls show Keating 
narrows gap on Howard 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia’s Labour government has 
pulled within striking distance of the conservative opposi- 
tion, according to two opinion polls published Monday. 
Labour was given almost no hope of a sixth term at die 
start of campaigning for March 2 elections. But as cam- 
paigning entered its fourth week, a new poll showed 
Labour was only four points behind in 12 key marginal 
seats that often decide Australian elections. ■ 

While the government still trails the Liberal/National 
Coalition try about nine points in national surveys, the poll 
of marginals found 48 per cent support for the opposition 
against 44 per cent for Labour. Eight per cent of respon- 
dents were undecided. 

The poll, conducted by Amr.Quantum Harris and pub- 
lished in the Australian Financial Review, also suggested 
that labour was holding its ground better in Labour-held 
marginal seats than in seats it is trying to win from the 
opposition. 

‘This indicates that Labour has only a small amount of 
ground to make up to retain the swag of marginals it holds 
in (the states of) New South Wales and Queensland, where 
it must limit losses to survive,” the Financial Review said. 

Under Australia’s two-party preferred voting system, 
candidates with the least votes are gradually eliminated. 
Their votes are re-allocated according to preferences 
marked by voters on their ballot paper, until one candidate 
achieves a majority. ■ 

The poll was conducted last week after Labour s official 
campa i g n launch and is the first to focus on marginal seats, 
those won by only a small number of votes. Marginal seats 
play a key role in Australian elections because they can be 
won or lost with the movement of just a handful of voters. 

The opposition, led by John Howard, will win govern- 
ment if Prime Minister Paul Keating’s Labour Party loses 
Hi .w * just seven seats in the 148 seat House of Representatives. 
* At the start of the campaign political analysts were pre- 
1# dieting that more than that were likely to go in just one 
state, Queensland. „ . 

.. cl [ir ■ A second poll published in the Sydney Morning Herald 
showed that the opposition’s lead on a two- parry preferred 
1 tos: - -* v basis had also been cut to six percentage points from 12 
points in the same survey a week ago. 

In the AGB McNair opinion poll the opposition s lead on 
a fust preference basis, which does' not include the distrib- 
ution of third party votes, fell to eight percentage points 

.. , from 14 points. . , ^ 

- y ' A more confident Keating, who spent eight years as trea- 
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’ prime minister in 1991, went on the offensive Monday 
against Mr. Howard’s pledge to ease the family tax burden. 

He accused Ms long-time arch-rival of producing a fund- 
ing shortfall of 5.8 billion Australian dollars ($4.35 billion) 
and seized on an opposition error on figures for fami- 
ly tax relief. , , . . 

“He reveals bis policies, then be doesn t tmdeistana his 

own policies” Mr. Keating said after Mr. Howard later cor- 
rected the error. 


Indonesian quake 
death toll rises to 63 


JAKARTA (R) — A power- 
ful earthquake that hit 
Indonesia’s easternmost 
province of Irian Jaya 
Saturday and triggered tidal 
waves killed at least 63 
people and destroyed more 
than 2,000 bouses on Biak 
Island, officials said 
Monday. 

The toll was likely to rise. 
The extent of damage on 
the palm-fringed island, 
northwest of the main bulk 
of Irian Jaya and with a 
population of 82,000, 
remained unclear. 

Logistical problems at the 
end of the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan and bro- 
ken communication links 
were hindering assessment 
of damage and casualties. 

The quake — 13 on the 
Richter scale — toppled 
houses and buildings and 
cut communication tines on 
Biak, one of several islands 
dotting Irian Jaya, which 
borders Papua New Guinea. 

“The number of people 
confirmed dead so far is 
63,” Biak’s bead of police, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Peter 
Silooiy, told Reuters. 

“We found another 10 
bodies today,” he said. “But 
the number of missing per- 
sons still stands at 19 
because relatives of 1 0 peo- 
ple who were out at sea dur- 
ing the earthquake have 
only now reported them 
missing.” be said. 

“All this while, they were 
waiting for them to return." 

He said between 6,00 0 
and 7,000 people were like- 
ly to spend the night in 
makeshift camps and tents 
and local officials were try- 
ing to get more tents. 

Officials said the toll was 
likely to rise, especially in 
the east and west of Biak 
Island where many people 
live in wooden huts on stilts 


near the coast 

A police spokesman, 
Sergeant-Major Surantoe, 
earlier said communica- 
tions to parts of Biak had 
been cut off and the full 
extent of the damage was 
not known yet 

The quake, with its epi- 
centre in the Pacific 106 
kilometres east of Biak, 
struck as many people in 
mainly Muslim Indonesia 
were preparing to celebrate 
Eid Al-Fitr Tuesday and 
Wednesday, marking the 
end of the fasting month of 
Ramadan. 

Among buildings dam- 
aged in Biak were a 
mosque, government of- 
fices and the airport control 
tower. 

Col. Silooiy said flights 
into Biak were being han- 
dled manually because the 
tower’s communication 
equipment had been dam- 
aged. 

The tremor caused tidal 
waves between two metres 
and four metres high and 
sparked panic as far away 
as Japan, where thousands 
of people living along the 
Pacific coast were urged to 
evacuate homes for fear of 
the waves. 

Japan’s Meteorological 
Agency said tsunami warn- 
ings were issued after tidal 
waves as high as 103 cen- 
timetres were registered 
late Saturday off Chichi- 
jima Island in the Pacific, 
about 1 ,000 kilometres 
south of Tokyo. 

Agency officials said it 
was the first time in 36 
years that Japan was hit by 
one-metre tidal waves 
caused by a big quake in a 
distant area. No major dam- 
age was reported. 


IRA claims London bus bombing 


LONDON (AFP) — the 
Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) Monday flarnwl 
responsibility for a bomb 
that tore apart a dou- 
bledecker bus in the bean of 
London Sunday night, 

trilling one and inj uring 
nine . 

In a phone call to BBC 
Radio Ulster in Belfast, 
claiming the third bomb 
since it cancelled its 17- 
month ceasefire nine days 
earlier, the IRA said, “we 
can say at this stage that we 
regret the loss of life and 
injuries which occurred.” 

The BBC said the call 
contained a recognised IRA 
code. 

A Feb. 9 bomb in the East 
End’s Canary Wharf killed 
two and injured 40. A small 
Semiex bomb was found 
and disarmed in the West 
End theatre district last 
Thursday after an IRA 
warning. 

The Sunday blast in the 
West End was not preceded 
by the IRA’s customary 
coded warning, and 
Scotland Yard said they 
were considering the possi- 
bility it had exploded pre- 
maturely in transit, killing 
the bomber. 

Anti-terrorist brigade 
Commander Tony Towe 
said it was possible the tom 
remains of a body found 
aboard the bus and not yet 
identified were those of the 
bomber, killed as he was 
carrying the device to a tar- 
get location. 

T do not rule it out, nor do 
1 include it at this stage,” be 
said, adding the bomb ap- 
peared to have been an “im- 
provised high-explosive de- 
vice." 

Commander Towe told 
reporters the dismembered 
body was discovered early 
Monday as police sifted 
through the gutted remains 
of the bus carcass for clues. 
They said they were still 
searching for an onboard 
security video camera that 
may have filmed the bomb 
carrier. 

Prime Minister John Ma- 
jor's office said his determi- 
nation to “hunt down” ter- 
rorists was ‘‘undimmed” in 
the wake of tbe bus blast 

Northern Ireland Sec- 



A police forensic photographer takes pictures of the remains of the number 171 dou- 
ble-decker bus in London’s Aldwych Monday. An explosion ripped through the bus 
late Saturday killing one person and hearing eight others (Reuter photo) 


retary Patrick Maybew told 
the BBC tbe government 
assumed it was a home- 
made IRA bomb. 

“I think we can raakp a 
working assumption that 
this was the work of the 
IRA and it seems clear ... 
that this is a calculated cam- 
paign to bring pressure to 
bear through violence in 
London and perhaps else- 
where,” he said. 

Sir Patrick urged loyalist 
paramilitary groups in Nor- 
thern Ireland not to retali- 
ate, saying that seeking 
revenge ^vould be an ab- 
solute catastrophe for 
everyone. 

“What is important is that 
the mature and responsible 
leadership we have had 
from tbe leaders of the loy- 
alist parties is maintained 
and heeded,” be added. 

Sir Patrick said the IRA’s 
Sinn Fein political wing 
was “inextricably linked” to 
tbe IRA, and that Britain 
would not open direct talks 
with Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams as long as the vio- 
lence continued. 

Mr. Adams, speaking to 
BBC Radio Ulster, said “the 
peace process is over. 

“What we have re do is 
rebuild it,” he added. “It 
takes a lot .of resilience at. a 
personal and political level. 


It means all of us taking 
risks” 

He denied prior knowl- 
edge of the Sunday bomb, 
as he had done of the 
Canary Wharf bomb. 

“How on earth would 1 
have known about it?” Mr. 
Adams asked. “My recep- 
tion of tee news was tee 
same as anyone else’s, and I 
am very shocked about it 
and very saddened that 
someone has been killed 
and other people injured. 

“Contrary to what some 
commentators say, I have 
never purported to speak on 
behalf of the IRA,” he said. 

T represent Sinn Fein. We 
want to see an end to armed 
actions in Ireland and in tee 
other country. 

“None of ns should be 
deflected from the neces- 
sary work of rebuilding the 
peace process by this tragic 
incident or the knee-jerk 
reaction of politicians,” he 
added 

A leading Unionist politi- 
cian, Peter Robinson, of tee 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
said renewing the peace 
process now would be a 
“great mistake” 

He called for a return to 
the 1970s practice of intern- 
ment, in which police 
arrested and detained peo^ 
pie simply on suspicion of 
terrorism. 


Meanwhile British troops 
and police stepped up their 
patrols across Northern 
Ireland Sunday to prevent 
the IRA from extending a 
London bombing campaign 
to the province. 

Troops flown in to back 
up the resident garrison 
were deployed in Armagh 
and Fermanagh counties to 
bolster Royal Ulster Cons- 
tabulary police mounting 
road checks near the border 
with the Irish Republic. 

Politicians and security 
forces said tee Irish 
Republican Army, which 
ended the 17-month truce 
with two bomb attacks in 
London over the past two 
weeks, might strike at high- 
profile targets in Northern 
Ireland 

Ken Maginnis, a legislator 
for the pro-British Ulster 
Unionist Party, told Reu- 
ters: “No one should believe 
that either tbe Docklands 
bomb was a one-off or that 
the campaign will not swing 
between Northern Ireland 
and Great Britain.” 

British and Irish officials 
resume talks tins week on 
an agenda for a meeting, 
due at the start of next 
week, between * British 
Prime Mir^ster John Major 
and Trish 'Prime Minister 
John Brutoa^on how to pur- 
sue peace efforts. 


India vows 
to crack 
down on 
cross-border 
terrorism . 

NEW DELHI (R) — India 
vowed to step up its fight 
against cross-border terror- 
ism Monday after police 
seized a large cache of 
weapons which they said 
were smuggled from Pakis- 
tan by an Iranian and a 
Swiss national. 

On Saturday police in tee 
Indian capital captured 361 
pistols, 728 magazines and 
3,738 cartridges hidden 
under a Mercedes mobile 
home trailer which the two 
suspects were driving. 

The cache was the big- 
gest ever seized in New 
Delhi, newspapers quoted a 
police spokesman as say- 
ing. 

The arrested were identi- 
fied as Christoph Martin 
Zellweger and Mohammad 
Hasan Phadar. Bote are 
accused of bringing the 
arms through tee Attari 
Land bonder with Pakistan 
in December. On Saturday 
a magistrate’s court reman- 
ded them in police custody 
for a week. 

“We have to reassess our 
strategy vis-a-vis Pakis- 
tan’s position on cross-bor- 
der terrorism,” Home 
Secretary K. Padmana- 
bhiah told Reuters by tele- 
phone. 


Major fights to preserve 
party unity, keep ministers 


LONDON (R) — John Major faced a grim 
battle Monday to ward off two deadly polit- 
ical threats — a further defection by a 
member of parliament from his ruling 
Conservatives and fierce pressure to sack 
two senior ministers. 

His chances of remaining Britain’s prime 
minister until the next general election, 
which he must call by May 1997, could 
bang on how be matches op to the twin 
challenge. 

Me Major, with a majority of just four in 
the 651 -seat House of Commons, was 
preparing to meet legislator Peter 
Thumham, who is considering becoming 
the third MP to quit tee Conservative Party 
in recent months. 

Mr. Thn mham ’s plan to sit as an indepen- 
dent stems in part from unhappiness over 
an official report published last week on 
government policy on sales of anus-making 
equipment to Iraq in tee 1980s. 

The report particularly criticised two 
senior ministers, William Waldegrave and 
Sir Nicholas Lyell. Mr. Major is backing 
bote men in theirre'^sal to resign but could 
face a humiliating defeat when parliament 
debates tbe report next Monday. 

Ml Waldegrave, number two at the trea- 
sury, was said by senior Judge Sir Richard 
Scott to have misled MPs in dozens of 
answers to their parliamentary questions by 
saying export guidelines had not changed. 
In feet. Judge Scott said, they bad been 
eased. 

He attacked Sir Nicolas, tee government’s 
chief legal officer, for imperilling the legal 
defence of three arms exporters on trial for 
illegal exports by using “gagging orders” to 
prevent the court from seeing key govern- 
ment documents. 

Most Conservative MPs are backing Ml 
M ajor in his steadfast refusal to sack Mr. 
Waldegrave and Sir Nicholas. 

They point out teat Judge Scott said Mr. 


Waldegrave genuinely thought the guide- 
lines were unchanged and that there was no 
government conspiracy to send tee arms 
exporters to jail. 

“We’re not in any way shrinking from tee 
criticisms that are in tee Scott report, but 
let’s get them in proportion." Trade and 
Industry Secretary lan Lang said Monday. 

But Robin Cook, tee opposition Labour 
Party’s foreign affairs spokesman, told 
BBC Radio: “The government case is 
unravelling. The more ministers try to 
defend tee indefensible, tee more damage 
tbey do themselves.” 

Ml Thumham. already unhappy at his 
failure to find a winnable seat to fight at the ’ 
next general election, says Judge Scott's 
report is tbe last straw. Mr. Major is expect- 
ed to meet him Tuesday to try to stop him 
defecting. 

Two other MPs left Me Major’s party late 
last year — one to Labour and another to 
tee minority Liberal Democrats. Mr. 
Th uniham’s defection and a pending by- 
election tbe conservatives are likely to lose 
would cut Major’s majority to just one. 

Parliamentary business managers are 
expected to put heavy pressure on a handful 
of Conservative MPs who have been open- 
ly critical of the government’s reaction to 
tee Scott report to toe the party line in next 
week’s debate. 

One potential rebel, Richard Shepherd, 
asked whether Mr. Waldegrave and Sir 
Nicholas should quit, replied: Tt’s a matter 
for them. But that. I think, is the inevitable 
conclusion.” 

The trouble for Mr. Major comes, para- 
doxically, as the Conservatives show hesi- 
tant signs of reviving in opinion polls. 

Tbe latest survey published Sunday gave 
Labour a relatively modest 22-point lead. 
But it also showed a majority of people in 
favour of ministerial resignations after the 
Scott report 


Cambodia ‘killing fields’ toll said likely higher 


PHNOM PENH (R) — AU.S. government-funded research 
tram in Cambodia said Monday that as many as two milli on 
people may have died under tee Khmer Rouge’s 1975-78 
rule, hundreds of thousands more than initial estimates. 

Hie Cambodian Genocide Programme said that a two- 
year investigation begjpl»«tf|gl^i995 had uncovered evi- 
dence of many awe-lfcass ^p M ^ver recent months. 

“We have found evidence of massive numbers of mass 
graves with, in some districts, more than 1,000 mass 
graves,” Craig Etcheson, manager of the research opera- 
tion, told Reuters. 

“We are estimating on tbe basis of our preliminary data 
that the average is in tbe raqge ^ 100 to 250 victims per 
mass grave. 


“In some provinces tee number far exceeded our expecta- 
tions, so this would lead us to expect teat maybe it is the 
case the overall death toll is significantly, higher than our 
previous estimate of 13 to 1.7 million.” 

Earlier estimates of the number of people who were exe- 
cuted or died as a result of starvation, forced labour and dis- 
ease under the Maoist Khmer Rouge's rule have been in tee 
range of one million to 13 million. 

Mr. Etcheson said a recently published book by a Polish 
demographer on the Khmer Rouge killings put estimates at 
about two million individuals, figures which the pro- 
gramme now believed to be closer to tbe true number. . 

Untold numbers were executed as enemies of the revolu- 
tion while many also died of starvation. 
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Office breaks no rules 

THE OPENING of an office for an Iraqi opposition 
group in Amman comes as no surprise given the 
commitment of the government to lend support to any 
credible and peaceful change in Baghdad. The so- 
called “'National Accord Movement’* actually darted 
its campaign to end the suffering of the Iraqi people 
bach in 1991 by encouraging the introduction of a 
democratic process in their country based on plural- 
ism. The rationale of this movement rests on the 
incontestable proposition that all the blame for the 
misfortunes of Iraq lies squarely in the absence of a 
truly democratic government in Baghdad, 

The chain of colossal errors committed by the 
Saddam regime ever since it allowed itself to enter a 
devastating 8-year war with Iran ended with an even 
more catastrophic war in 1990 when Iraqi troops 
invaded and occupied Kuwait. The fact that millio ns 
of Iraqis have suffered dearly throughout the past two 
decades, on top of the hundreds of thousands who lost 
their lives on the altar of a medieval dictatorial 
decision-making process, has proved beyond a sha- 
dow of doubt that the panacea to the country and its 
people lies in a genuine democratic rule. 

The promotion of democracy and the protection of 
human rights anywhere in the world is a duty imposed 
on all states by international human rights law. 
Jordan and other countries would be derelict in their 
international obligations should they choose to stay 
quiet or indifferent to the denial of even the most basic 
human rights in Iraq. 

Against this backdrop, the opening of an office for 
an Iraqi opposition group conforms to international 
norms and can never be regarded as interference in 
the internal affairs of a neighbouring state. It is a well 
recognised principle that when it conies to human 
rights, the international community can exercise 
jurisdiction over any systematic and gross violations. 
Likewise, no country may hide behind worn-out and 
defunct policies of non-interference in domestic affairs 
of another state when the latter sets no limits on the 
abase of human rights. 

. This being the case, the guest opposition group may 
not abuse the hospitality of the host country and 
engage in any other activity that goes .Jbeyond the 
promotion of human rights. Organising an opposition 
army would therefore appear to go beyond the 
legitimate mandate of any dissident office. On the 
other hand, a call for an uprising or a revolt can be 
viewed as a legitimate function if aD peaceful efforts to 
effect change are exhausted. As the Bosnian situation 
has amply demonstrated, the international commun- 
ity could also intervene militarily if necessary to halt 
gross human rights violations. 

As long as the ““Accord** office in Amman is' 
dedicated to the promotion of pluralistic democracy 
among the Iraqis by disseminating valuable and true 
information about their country, then no country 
including Iraq may claim that Jordan is indirectly 
involved in a hostile act against its Arab neighbouring 
country. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i expressed dismay over the feet 
that the trade deals between Jordan on the one hand 
and Israel and the Palestine self-rule areas* on the other 
are not implemented. While Jordan is committed to 
these agreements and opens its doors for goods coming 
from the self-rule areas of Palestine, die Kingdom is 
prevented from exporting goods to the two sides main- 
ly due to the Israeli measures , said Fahd A1 Fanek. All 
goods heading from Jordan to the self-rule areas 
should, under the present situation, first secure the 
approval of the Israeli govenment and thus we can see 
that in the last eight months of 1995 Jordan imported 
552 million-worth of Palestinian goods and exported a 
mere $10 million-worth of national products to the 
Palestinian markets. The writer said it is regrettable 
that Jordan, which is totally committed to the deals 
with the two sides, is unable to persuade the Israelis to 
open the door for the flow of Jordanian goods west- 
wards. The Jordanian government is deceiving itself by 
signing agreements that can by no means be imple- 
mented and remain ink on paper, he added. The writer 
demanded a clear statement from the government giv- 
ing the Jordanian public the facts about the situation as 
a first step before dealing promptly with this awakward 
situation. 

ANOTHER WRITER for A1 Ra' i decried the measures 
taken by the U-N. Security Council and the American 
government intended to lay siege to the Arab World 
For the mere signing of an American-sponsored agree- 
ment to end the strife in the former Yugoslavia, the 
U.N. Security Council lifted the sanctions on Serbia, 
said Sulemian A ran He said that for five years now the 
Council has been imposing sanctions on Iraq, depriv- 
ing its people, and especially women ami children, of 
medicine, food and other essential requirements and is 
not relenting to please the United States. Furthermore, 
Washington is now trying to impose sanctions on 
Sudan and Iran, after imposing sanctions on Libya, 
because these countries do not accept the American 
hegemony, said the writer, adding that Arab countries 
opposed to Iraq have been encouraging the United 
States to maintain the embargo on the Iraqi people and 
have aborted any moves to end the sanctions. Disarray 
in the Arab ranks and the weakness of Arab regimes, he 
added, have encouraged Eritrea to occupy Yemeni 
islands in the Red Sea and hostile powers to retain their 
domination on the Arab countries. 


Spain — the tail wags the dog 


By G wynue Dyer 

“I BELIEVE in Jose Bar- 
rionuevo’s innocence,” stat- 
ed Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez last month, 
in a declaration that was 
(check one): 

a) an act of naivete com- 
parable to staying awake to 
catch the Tooth Fairy; 

b) proof of the adage that 
thieves must hang together, 
or else they will hang sepa- 
rately; or, 

c) a case of premeditated 
electoral suicide. 

Spain votes for a few par- 
liament on March 3, and 
Mr. Gonzalez, already 13 
years in power, is seeking a 
fifth term as prime minister. 
Jose B anion ue vo, wbo was 
Gonzalez's minis ter of the 
interior in the mid-80s. now 
faces trial on the charge of 
having set up a death squad 
that murdered 27 susperted 
Basque terrorists — but he 
is still on the Socialist Party 
list for this election. 

The cover-up about who 
organised the “Anti-Terror- 
ist Liberation Groups’ 1 
(GAL) that did the actual 
killings has been unravel- 
ling for five years, and it is 
Mr. Gonzalez’s misfortune 
Chat it has reached the level 


of former cabinet ministers 
just as an election looms. 
But it is also a demonstra- 
tion of how Basque terror- 
ism constantly shapes 
Spanish politics. 

The few dozen active ter- 
rorists of ETA (Basque 
Land and Liberty) have not 
only tempted Mr. Gonzalez 
and his Socialists into 
morally and legally inde- 
fensible policies. They have 
also primed the popularity 
of Ins main rival, Jose 
Maria Aznar, a terminally 
uncharismatic former tax 
inspector, was leading his 
right-wing People's Party 
(PP) to its thud straight 
defeat at Mr. Gonzalez’s 
hands until an ETA bomb 
let him show what be was 
really made of. 

“ETA did. in feet kill 
Jose Maria Aznar,” said a 
Madrid journalist after a 
huge car-bomb just missed 
Aznar last April. “It killed 
off the man we all thought 
we knew ” Instead, people 
saw an unshaken Aznar 
who emerged from the 
wreckage covered with 
cuts, checked that his 
escorts had survived, and 
then calmly phoned his 
family and his office before 
going for first aid. 


The People’s Party leaped 
up the polls S per cent in the 
following week, its serious- 
ness ratified in Spaniards’ 
eyes by ETA’s attempt to 
kill its leader — and it bas 
never lost the lead over the 
Socialists since. Mr Gon- 
zalez will almost certainly 
lose the election, and may 
well get dragged before the 
inquiry into the GAL death 
squads before this year is 
out 

“Did Mr. Gonzalez 
know?” asks Frederico Tril- 
lo, a senior PP official. “Of 
course. Back then, he was 
the owner of his parly, the 
owner of his country. 
Nobody would have taken a 
step like this without con- 
sulting him. ” 

It is hand to believe other- 
wise, and Mr. Gonzalez's 
former associate Ricardo 
Damborenea, once Socialist 
leader in the Basque 
province of Vizcaya and 
alleged mastermind of 
GAL, bluntly says that he 
did know. “There’s no 
doubt We talked about it on 
several occasions.” 

True or false? Put it this 
way. When Felipe Gonza- 
lez and the Socialists swept 
into power in Spain in 
I9S2, after decades of Fran- 


co’s fascist dictatorship and 
seven years of timid centre- 
right transitional regimes, 
he could do no wrong. He 
did own the place, so there 
is no excuse. If he truly did 
not know about the death 
squads, he is almost as cul- 
pable as if be did. 

But something is wrong 
with this picture, for Mr. 
Gonzalez and his col- 
leagues were not mere 
thugs, nor were they stupid. 
How could their govern- 
ment have ended up paying 
for an illegal “dirty war” 
carried oat by hired assas- 
sins for $15,000 a hit? 

Didn't it bother anybody 
that almost all the murders 
were being committed in 
south-western France, on 
the territory of a friendly 
and democratic neighbour? 
(Madrid was trying to 
destroy ETA’s support net- 
work in -the French Basque 
provinces). Did it not even 
bother anyone that folly 
one-third of the victims 
were cases of mistaken 
identity? Evidently not, but 
why not? 

Why is it that the ETA tail 
so frequently wags the 
Spanish dog? ETA, after 
all, has only killed 750 peo- 
ple in its whole history, and 


it has been in steep decline 
for many years. 

It had much popular sup- 
port in the Spanish Basque 
provinces when it started up 
in 1968, because the Franco 
regime tried to crush 
regional autonomy and 
expunge the Basque lan- 
guage. But democracy has 
brought provincial autono- 
my and linguistic freedom, 
and only 17 per cent of vot- 
ers in the three Basque 
provinces now support ETA 
front organisations. So bow 
can ETA have such impact 
on the politics of a country 
of 40 million people? 

Compare it, for example, 
with the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA), which 
launched its present cam- 
paign of bombings and 
assassinations in Northern 
Ireland and in British cities 
in the same year. The IRA 
has caused at least twice as 
much death and destruction 
since then, and yet it has 
not had the slightest dis- 
cernible effect on the 
course of British national 
politics. 

What's the difference? 

It’s probably just that the 
current British political sys- 
tem .has the stability and 
momentum that come from 


about 160 years on the 
same democratic course 
(since the Reform Bill of 
1832, say), while Spain had 
several civil wars and many 
dictatorships in the same 
period, and only retained to 
democracy 21 years ago. 
But that does not mean, 
mercifully, that Spain has to 
wait another century to be 
proof against things like 
ETA. 

Indeed, ETA still has such 
impact on the Spanish polit- 
ical scene only because 
people who had to deal with 
it in tbe shaky, early days of 
Spanish democracy, when 
extreme measures in 
defence of democracy 
somehow seemed accept- 
able, are stOl in power 
today. ETA lured Mr. Gon- 
zalez’s government into a 
moral morass from which it 
never escaped. All it can do; 
to subsequent leaders is kill 
them. 

So Mr. Aznar will come 
to power. Mr Gonzalez 
(who has given Spain the 
confidence that now lets it 
dump him) may end up in 
court. And ETA will fade 
into tbe irrelevance it so 
richly merits. 






Euroscepticism grows as 


governments turn panicky 


By Paul Mylrea 

Reuter 

LONDON — For Britain's 
Eurosceptics, any conces- 
sion to the European Union 
is a step down die slippery 
slope which leads inex- 
orably to the end of 
Britain's proud indepen- 
dence and tbe destruction 
of its heritage. 

Aided and abetted by 
tabloid newspapers, which 
delight, in .apocryphal sto^ 
rieir ‘ abobr - EU rules. 
de mandin g 1 ^ straight 
bananasrqhieter baby rat- 
tles and bans on Valentine 
cards, they have boosted 
their influence out of all 
proportion to their num- 
bers. 

Taking advantage of tbe 
bargaining power Prime 
Minister John Major’s slim 
majority gives them, the 
small band of Eurosceptic 
members of parliament in 
the ruling Conservatives 
have forced the government 
to take an ever tougher line 
against Brussels. 

But citing social unrest in 
France and economic wor- 
ries in Germany, they 
believe European opinion is 
moving their way. 

“There’s no doubt -at all 
we’re winning the argu- 
ment because people are 
seeing that tbe European 
Union is a recipe for mass 
unemployment and the 
.destruction of democracy,” 
Eurosceptic conservative 
MP Teddy Taylor told 
Reuters. 

“There’s been a huge 
change of opinion in the 
conservative party in 
Britain,” said Ml Taylor, 
one of eight conservative 
mps briefly expelled from 
the parliamentary party 
over a year ago for defying 
the government in a key 
vote on Europe. 

“Now it’s happening in 
places like Germany, where 
people are beginning to 
have doubts, too,” he said. 

A poll in tbe newspaper 
Die Woche Wednesday 
seemed to bear out Mr. Tay- 
lor’s vision, showing more 
than four out of five Ger- 
mans oppose plans for a 
single European currency 
in 1999. 

Analysts agree that 
Eurosceptirism — by what- 
ever name it is known by — 
is growing more vocal 
across Europe. 

“Europe has been created 
by an elite and all of a sud- 
den, since tbe Maastricht 
treaty, Europe has become a 
popular and populist issue,” 
said Alain Guyomarch, 
deputy director of the Euro- 
pean Institute ai tbe Loudon 
School of Economics. 

“But the problem, which 
(European governments) 
haven't been able to solve, 
is unemployment and the 
man in ' the street doesn’t 


see any advantage to being 
part of Europe,” he said. 

But Mr. Guyomaich told 
Reuters Euroscepticism is 
not a cohesive movement 
and strength of feeling 
varies. 

Some southern states 
remain relatively 

untouched. 

In Spain, where there are 
no strong anti-European 
political groups, a January 
poll by the State Statistics 
Bureau (CIS) found just 
over 57 per cent wanted a 
united currency and nearly 
half believed what was 
good for Europe was good 
for their country. 

All parties in Italy, the 
current EU president, are 
broadly Euro-friendly, 
although worries over mon- 
etary union are growing. 


The main doomsayers are 
Gianfranco Fini, Italy's 
most popular politician and 
leader of the hard-right 
National Alliance, and 
Antonio Martino, foreign 
minister in Silvio Berlus- 
coni’s short-lived 1994 
government. 

“Italians were pessimistic 
about their capacity to 
solve tbe country’s prob- 
lems thinking Europe could 
resolve everything. Now 
attitudes are changing,” Mr. 
Martino told Reuters. 

In Belgium, home of the 
bureaucratic heart of the 
15-nation bloc, the centre- 
left government is staunch- 
ly pro-Europe. 

Tbe loudest criticism 
comes from the right wing 
Vlaams Blok, which active- 
ly campaigns for a separate 
Flemish state. But with 
only 11 seats in parliament, 
its influence on policy is 
small. 

In the Netherlands, the 
Eurosceptic is a non-exis- 


tent political animal. The 
closest the Dutch have 
come to concern have been 
mildly voiced warnings that 
the social impact of integra- 
tion must be weighed along 
with financial benefits. 

Euroscepticism is also 
muted in Portugal, which 
receives 2.0 billion escudos 
($13 million) of EU foods 
every day. 

The ruling Socialists and 
the main opposition Social 
Democrats are wholeheart- 
edly committed ro Europe 
and polls still show foe 
majority of Portuguese are 
pro-European. 

Even in new EU member 
Finland, there is broad sat- 
isfaction with union after a 
year of membership, 
although fears are growing 
as Finland feces a possible 


obligation to link foe mark- 
ka to Europe’s exchange 
rate mechanism. 

But in some northern 
members, Euroscepticism 
is stronger. 

More than a quarter of 
votes in Austria’s Decem- 
ber 1995 general election 
went to anti-EU parties. 

The main Eurosceptics 
are Joerg Haider’s fer-right 
Freedom Party, but there 
are also the Greens and a 
tiny party not represented 
in parliament called foe 
“No” Party which cam- 
paigns on a single platform 
— its opposition to the EU. 

Polls show up to 60 per 
cent of Austrians now think 
EU disadvantages outweigh 
advantages, a sharp contrast 
from June 1994 when two 
thirds of Austrians voted to 
join tbe EU. 

In Denmark, which 
rejected the Maastricht 
treaty on closer European 
Union in a historic 1992 
referendum, only narrowly 


“ Europe has been created by 
an elite and all of a sudden , 
since the Maastricht treaty, 
Europe has become a popular 
and populist issue. But the 
problem, which ( European 
governments) haven’t been 
able to solve, is unemployment 
and the man in the street does- 
n’t see any advantage to being 
part of Europe.” 


approving it in a second 
plebiscite foe following 
year, the Social Democrat- 
led ruling coalition is offi- 
cially pro-Europe. 

In private, however, many 
Social Democrats oppose 
closer European political 
union. 

Commentators say Ger- 
many and France will 
decide tbe future of mone- 
tary union and of the bloc 
itself. 

In Germany, despite foe 
polls showing opposition to 
a single currency, most peo- 
ple are squarely pro-Euro- 
pean, partly as a reaction to 
the nationalism-gone- 
wrong of Nazism, and have 
few qualms about delegat- 
ing some powers to Brus- 
sels. 

There have been only two 
German political move- 
ments of note which have 
tried to campaign on a 
Eiiroscepticai platform. 

The fer-right Republicans 
have faded from the scene 
in the last few yean since 
immigration became less of 
an issue. 

And a new party, the 
“Alliance of Free Citizens”, 
created by Manfred Brun- 
ner, former top aide to 
European Commissioner 
Martin Bangemann, to rally 
Eurosceptic opinion for 
elections to tbe European 
Parliament in 1994 failed to 
win any seats. 

But in France, where 
recent industrial unrest 
highlighted public concern 
at tbe social cost of eco- 
nomic efforts to meet foe , 
criteria for a single curren- 
cy, Philippe Seguin, speak- 
er of the national assembly, 
leads what is dubbed an : 
“anti-Maastricht” front 
Defying the leadership of 
his Gaullist Rpr Party, he . 
led a campaign against foe 
Maastricht treaty in a 1992 , 
referendum, coming within i 
a whisker of turning voters - 
against the union. 

There are also critics in 1 
the fer-right National Front, 
in the Communist Party and 
in the left wing of tbe 
Socialist Party, as well' as 
some in foe centre-right 
majority, worried at threats 
to French products like , 
cheese and wine as well as 
jobs. 

Analysts say foe future of 
tbe European Union 
depends on foe political 
will of governments to face 
up to the Eurosceptics. ' 
“It’s often been tbe case 
that people have hidden 
behind Britain’s anti -Euro- 
pean rhetoric. But unless a 
number of big states now 
work together, it just won’t 
happen,” said Juliet Lodge, 
professor of European stud- 
ies at Leeds University. 


LETTERS 


Equal rights again 


To the Editor. 


I AGREE fully with Abla Amawi (letter to the editor, 
Jordan Times, Feb. 19, 1996). 

I too am a Jordanian married to a non-Jordanian and 
have to deal with residency permits for my daughter and 
husband. I was married here. My daughter was bom 
here and yet she does not belong here. I even had to pay 
a fine at foe airport for not having a permit issued for her 
during tbe first three months after her birth. 

I thank it is about time that the new democracy applies 
to both sexes, to be able to really be a true democracy. 


R. Ridolfo, 
Amman. 


Credit where it is due 


;o*ji 


To die Editor: 


I AM sure that you frequently receive letters criticising 
our institutions. Unhappily, very rarely do we speak out 
in praise of a job well done. 

Almost nine years ago now, Nabeeh, my then six year 
old boy, walked in from school in a very excited state. 
He and other school children had had a very unusual 
and unique visit that day. Someone from the National 
Music Conservatory (NMC) had paid a visit and audi- 
tioned them for their aptitude to learn music. Nabeeh 
brought in a slip stating that he was one of three chil- 
dren chosen, and would we be interested in teaching 
him music at the NMC which Noor Ai Hussein Foun- 
dation had just started to sponsor? We decided we were 
interested and since then, and after three different sizes 
of violins and two ouds, Nabeeh has been in tbe con- 
servatory, spending almost fifteen hours a week on 
music instruction. 

As a parent who was one of the earliest to have bad 
the honour of dealing with this innovative Jordanian 
institution, I feel it is our duty to let the Jordanian pub- 
lic learn more about it and what it has come to mean to 
us and more importantly to Nabeeh. 

After a small, but ambitious start, with only a handful 
of dedicated teachers and a small but adequate space, 
foe NMC enabled foe children to have a new way of 
violin instruction and had them participate in numerous 
festivals. 

The fact that Her Majesty Queen Noor attended many 
of their performances was a source of pride and encour- 
agement. 

With time, tbe number of students increased, as did 
the number of instruments taught Children not only 
receive instruction in instrument playing techniques, 
they are also taught music history, theory and reading. 
Their orchestra ensemble is often given the chance to 
play under foe direction of internationally recognised 
conductors. 

As parents, we measure the success of a teaching 
place through foe accomplishment of our children. The 
temptation is always great to attribute that success to 
the child himself. But credit is due not only to the innate 
talent The instructors play an even bigger role and I 
would like to mention here the director of tbe NMC, 
Kifoh Fakhouri. who must be commended for is high 
level of professionalism and untiring dedication. 

I think it is only fair to thank all the hard working peo- 
ple at the NMC. We hope they will continue their effort 
in the same manner and with the same enthusiasm, real- 
ising that we, as parents; cannot thank them enough. 

Our deepest gratitude, however, will have to be 
addressed to Queen Noor, without whose support and 
vision this wonderful endeavour would have never been 
possible. 


Najwa Khnri-Bulos, MJ). 
Professor, Department of Paediatrics 
Jordan University Hospital, 
Amman. 


Tbe Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
As readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for pubEcation, however, should contain die 
writer’s fan name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under 
dnarmstances. Letters are subject to editing. The newspap- 
er is not responsible far die return of unused manuscripts. 
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Freed Serb prisoners tell 
of hell in Muslim prisons 

iy Dinmore 

Reuter 
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By Gay Dinmore 
Reuter 

SARAJEVO — Serb prisoners of 
war released under the Dayton 
peace agreement speak of a living 
hell. M Muslim-controlled prisons 
. -where inm a tes died from execu- 
tions, forced labour on front-lines, 
beatuigs and starvation. 

-V Like Muslims who endured [he 
.honors of Serb detention camps 
and mass executions in far bigger 
numbers, former Serb prisoners 
also demand justice from the UJNT. 
war crimes tribunal and see no pos- 
sibility of reconciliation and co- 
existence in Bosnia. 

:“I was the last of 44 to leave 
" Tarcin prison on January 27. 1 was 
doing cleaning when they told me 
to go,” said Radovan Cancarevic, 
beginning an account of his three 
years and eight months in captivity. 

: Looking haggard and much, older 
than Ins 41 years, Mr Cancarevic 
said one of the worst moments 
came one day in April, 1993, when 
three fellow prisoners escaped 
while being forced to dig trenches 
on the front-line near Sarajevo. 

“The prison guards were so angry 
that they shot dead three other pris- 
oners on the spot. I- was in the 
group. I saw it,” said Mr. Cancare- 
vic, naming the three dead men as 
Ranko Varagic, Milan Krstic tat d 
Slavisa Kapetina. 

“Our lands were bound with wire 
and we dug trenches like that. If 
one prisoner was wounded then 
another took his place," Mr Can- 
carevic said, recalling how his 
friend Dane Gcic was killed by a 
Serb shell. Four others in the group 
lost timhs during nine days and 
nights on the front line under Mus- 
lim guard. 

Nenad Lojanica, 44, said be and 
Mr. Cancarevic were both civilians 
when they were taken from their 
homes in a village near Tarcin, just 
outride . Sarajevo, by Bosnian gov- 
ernment forces on May ]3, 1992. 

Abort-half of the 500 Serbs 
rounded'np were badly beaten and 
they ate nothing for 52 hours, be 
said. • 

“After Jhat we bad one piece of 
hre^OK^ize.of a rigarefte. packet 
a Half a litre of salt water 

for six people... We slept on con- 
crete without blankets,” he said. 

He named three prisoners who 
died in that period, including one 
who was 83 years old. 

“Then in November the Red 
Cross came and put us on their lists. 
We got their rations every second 
day for one month. It was a good 
time” 

Mr. Lojanica was later transferred 
to Krapa prison where he was sent 
in a group of 30 to dig trenches on 
the front-line in Hrasnica. “Eigh- 
teen came bade. One escaped, some 
were killed by shells or snipers. We 
were in dvilian clothes and had no 
uniforms to show we were prison- 
ers.” 

Both men, speaking over brandy 
and coffee in a farmhouse in Serb- 
held sera them Sarajevo, said condi- 
tions vastly improved after the 
signing in December of the Bosnian 
peace accord brokered by the Unit- 
ed States in Dayton, Ohio. 

A third Serb, who asked only that 
his initials B.G. be used, spoke of 


A Bosnian Catholic woman prays in a destroyed church of Sarajevo’s frontline district 
of'Stup {Reuterphoto) • 
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the horrors of the govermnent-thti 
prison of Celebici near Konjic, 
south of Sarajevo. 

“There was mental and physical 
torture. They burned my legs. We 
had to drink our urine. They 
stripped us naked in the nun on the 
frontline. The Muslim soldiers sat 
on our backs in the trenches so as 
not to dirty their shoes ” be said. 

He said 18 prisoners died in his 
group, two were shot, the rest 
through exhaustion and beatings. 
He gave the names of nine. 

After the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) visited 
their prison and interviewed the 
inmates the Muslim guards beat 
them and stole ICRC food parcels, 
B.G. said. 

Although free, the three men still 
fear for their lives as, under die 
Dayton pact, their homes will come 
under full control of former ene- 
mies, the Muslim-Croat Federation, 
on March 20. 

The three men's accounts may be 


hard 'to 'verify independently as 
many witnesses are dead or miss- 
ing. All three said they were willing 
to talk to the International War 
Crimes Tribunal for former 
Yugoslavia in the Hague and want- 
ed asylum abroad. 

■ So far the U.N. Tribunal has 
indicted 52 Serbs and Croats for 
war crimes but no Muslims, a 
spokeswoman said. “We never talk 
about our investigations. We look at 
all parties,” she added. 

Observers of the 3-1/2 year Bosn- 
ian war say indictments so for 
reflect the weight of evidence of 
atrocities committed by Serb forces 
who laid siege to Sarajevo and had 
the military upper-band until NATO 
began air strikes last August 30. 

Serb “President” Radovan 
Karadzic and army commander 
Ratko Mladic have been indicted 
by the tribunal for crimes against 
humanity, including orchestrating 
the mass slaughter of Muslims in 
the UJ*f.-designated “safe area” of 


Srebrenica last July. 

Srebrenica’s entire Muslim popu- 
lation was either expelled or died in 
ambushes and mass executions. 
The ICRC says 8,000 Muslim men 
are still missing from the eastern 
enclave. 

Human rights envoy John S hat- 
tuck said last month in a visit to 
suspected mass graves near Sre- 
brenica that justice was a precondi- 
tion for reconciliation in a post-war 
united Bosnia 

But based on interviews with 
Muslims and Serbs, who suffered 
the worst prison conditions Europe 
has seen since the Nazi concentra- 
tion camps of World War n, “jus- 
tice” will never be enough. • 

“I can’t stay here in Bosnia. I had 
such a bad experience. I don’t 
believe in life together with those 
people again," B.G. said bitterly. 

“Those police and soldiers were 
war criminals. I'd like to be the 
judge myself. Killing them with a 
bullet would be too good for them,” 
said Mr. Cancarevic. 
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NASA’s cheap, thrilling rendezvous with asteroid Eros 
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By Marcia Dunn 

The Associated Press 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida — It 
promises to be one of NASA’s cheapest 
thrills ever in crater space — a ren- 
dezvous with Eras. 

That’s 433 Eros, an asteroid named 
after the Greek god of love that’s cir- 
cling the sun relatively close to Earth. 

Recently, the National' Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) will 
try to launch a sale-priced spacecraft 
die size of a golf cart on a three-year, 2 
billion-kilometre journey to the aster- 
oid. It is believed to be twice the size of 
Manhattan and packing a catastrophic 
punch if it ever crosses paths with 
Earth. 

It will be die first spacecraft to orbit 
an asteroid, the rocky leftovers of the 
birth of tie solar system 4.6 billion 
years ago. 

The probe, dubbed NEAR for Near 
Earth Asteroid Rendezvous, is expected, 
to sEp into Eros’ orbit in Februazy 
1999, just before Valentine’s Day. and 
scrutinise die surface and even the inte- 
rior of the asteroid for almost one year. 

“We’re going somewhere dial we 
Jtaye never gone before. We’re doing 
tilings that have never been done 
before, principally orbiting an aster- 
oid,”. said project scientist Andrew 
Cheng of die Johns Hopkins University 
‘ Applied Physics Laboratory in Laurel, 
Maryland. 

The Near spacecraft should offer sci- 
entists “the first really good, close-up 
look at an object which may preserve 
materials daring all the way back to the 


origins of our solar system, to the time 
when the planets, including earth, were 
first forming,” Mr. Cheng said. 

Scientists do not know whether 
Eros is a primitive celestial body 
that never formed into a planet or a 
chunk of a ruptured, former planet. 

From February 1999 through Decem- 
ber 1999, NEAR will fly as close as 16 
kilometres to the potato-shaped Eros, 
estimated to be 40 kilometres long, 
14.5-kilometres wide and 14.5 kilome- 
tres deep. The five major science instru- 
ments on the spacecraft will determine 
the mass, density and composition of 
the asteroid and. possibly, detect any 
moons if they’re there. 

Besides shedding light on die origins 
of the solar system, NEAR also should 
contribute to the controversial area of 
collision avoidance — how to keep 
Earth from being clobbered and possi- 
bly wiped out by an asteroid. 

Some scientists theorise that an 
impact 65 million years ago by an aster- 
oid or comet much smaller than Eros 
led to the extinction of dinosaurs. And 
in 1908, an even smaller asteroid or 
comet exploded over Siberia, destroy- 
ing thousands of square miles of forest. 

Although Eros is currently no 
threat to Earth — the closest 
approach this century was in 1975 
at about 22.5 million kilometres — 
its orbit could alter enough in 1 mil- 
lion years to pose a threat. 

“If there were ever a collision, it 
would truly be a catastrophe,” Mr. 
Cheng said. 

Scientists involved in the NEAR 


mission chose Eros because of its 
proximity and size - it’s the second- 
largest of the approximately 250 
known near-Earth asteroids, those 
with orbits bringing them within 
195 million kilometres of the sun. 
In addition, Eros likely is related to 
one of the most interesting kinds of 
meteorites found on Earth. 

Discovered in 1989, Eros is an S- 
type or silicate-based asteroid, the 
most common type inhabiting the 
inner-region of the asteroid belt 
orbiting the sun between Mars and 
Jupiter. Countless thousands of 
asteroids - so-called minor planets 
— are clustered in this belt, ranging 
from the size of pebbles all the way 
up to hundreds of kilometres in 
diameter. 

Two of these main-belt asteroids, 
Gaspra and Ida, were photographed in 
the early 1990s by NASA’s Galileo 
probe, then eo route to Jupiter. Galileo 
passed within, 1,000 1,600 kilometres 
of Gaspra and 2,400 kilometres of Ida, 
whetting the appetites of the NEAR sci- 
entists. 

As. a bonus, NEAR will fly by the 
much larger asteroid Mathilde in June 
1997, possibly collecting data from that 
asteroid 1,200 kilometres away. One 
week later, the main thruster on NEAR 
will fire, sending tbe spacecraft back 
toward Earth for a gravity assist needed 
to change its orbital plane and line up 
with eras. 

Mr. Cheng and his team are consider- 
ing crush-landing NEAR on Eros at the 
end of its mission in December 1999. 


which would provide even closer-up 
views of the asteroid. 

NASA has to launch NEAR by Feb. 
26 or the opportunity to fly by Mathilde 
will be lost. What’s more, NEAR has to 
be on its way by March 2 or the Eras 
rendezvous will have to be scrapped. In 
that case, another asteroid would be 
chosen and the lamteh rescheduled for 
next year. 

Perhaps just as important as its sci- 
ence, NEAR ushers in NASA’s discov- 
ery programme, touted as a cheaper, 
faster and — supposedly — better way 
of exploring the solar system. The pro- 
gramme limits spacecraft costs to $150 
million and development to three years. 

Johns Hopkins developed NEAR for 
NASA for $122 million in a little over 
two years. Toss in its launch on an 
unmanned Delta rocket and four years 
of mission operations and the cost 
jumps to S223 million, still a bargain 
compared to NASA's SI billion-plus 
scientific behemoths of recent years, 
most notably the Hubble space tele- 
scope and Galileo, launched with crip- 
pling defects, and the mars observer, 
which simply vanished. 

NASA’s space science chief; 
Wesley Huntress Jr., said NEAR 
will cost less than one -third of the 
cheapest U.S. planetary mission to 
date. 

The second in tbe discovery series, 
the not-quite 5300 million Mans 
Pathfinder, is to be launched in Decem- 
ber at less than 10 per cent of the cost of 
NASA's last Mars landing-mission in 
1976. 
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Early learning can 
raise IQ ‘by 30 points’ 

Academics boost claims of the effects 
of nurture over nature and warn of 
‘ trickle-down ’ dangers 


By Tran Wilkie 

Science Editor 

INTENSIVE 
PRE- school tui- 

tion can halve the 
incidence of men- 
tal retard ati on 
among tbe poorest 
and most deprived 
children. 

The most vulner- 
able children can 
show gains in 
intellectual perfor- 
mance of between 
15 and 30 IQ 
points, according 
to Dr. Craig 
Ramey, of the Uni- 
versity of Alaba- 
ma. 

But help has to 
be given fast. 
“Intervening at the 
kindergarten stage 
has only a minus- 
cole effect, com- 
pared to interven- 
ing in the first year* 
of life,” be 
warned. 

Dr. Ramey said 
best results came 
from remedial pro- 
grammes which 
began with babies 
as young as six 
weeks. There 
appeared to be a 


critical stage in the 
development of 
children's brains 
where, if they 
received the right 
environmental 
stimulation, the 
beneficial effects 
would last 

throughout life. 

Dr. Ramey was 
speaking at the 
annual meeting of 
die . American 
Association for the 
Advancement of 
Science in Balti- 
more. 

The evidence 
that environmental 
stimulation could 
improve IQ and 
cm the incidence 
of mental retarda- 
tion refutes tbe 
fashionable view 
that intelligence is 
innate, fixed by 
the genes, and can- 
not be altered sig- 
nificantly by 
teaching. “There is 
now substantial 
evidence that 
intellectual devel- 
opment is mal- 
leable in the posi- 
tive sense. Early 
experience is criti- 
cal far full devel- 


opment of intellec- 
tual capacity,” Dr. 
Ramey said. 

Professor Chris- 
tine Hohmann, of 
Johns Hopkins 
University in Bal- 
timore, warned the 
meeting: “We have 
to be cautious not 
to ascribe' too 
much of behaviour 
to genetics. Genes 
cannot act inde- 
pendently of their 
environment.” 
Studies of brain 
development in 
animals also show 
an interaction 
between genes and 
tbe environment. 
According to Dr. 
Joanne Berger- 
Sweeney, of 
Wellesley College, 
Massachusetts, if a 
young animal is 
under stress, that 
“can impact on its 
genes and how 
they are expressed 
and the way the 
animal will behave 
throughout its 
life” 

The evidence for 
the benefits of 
early help for chil- 
dren had been 


borne out in more 
than 20 studies. 
Dr. Ramey said, 
involving more 
than 1,000 chil- 
dren. However, Dr. 
Ramey conceded 
that die intensive 
programme he b ad 
devised could cost 
$10,000 a year. 

This is twice as 
much as the con- 
troversial “Head- 
start” programmes 
set up to try and 
cut juvenile delin- 
quency in some 
U.S. cities. Dr. 
Rainey said his 
programme started 
much earlier — at 
six weeks rather 
than four years — 
lasted longer each 
day and for more 
of tbe year, and 
used highly pro- 
fessional teachers. 

But Professor 
Joseph Graves, of 
Arizona State Uni- 
versity, recalled an 
old saying: “If you 
think education is 
expensive then 
you should see the 
price of igno- 
rance,” he said. 


Novel Italian electric 
plant looks to the 


By Malaga Whittak- 

Reuter. . . . 

SERRE, Italy — “This 
could be the great ener- 
gy hope of the future," 
said Roberto Vigotti, 
pointing to ranks of 
slate-grey panels glint- 
ing eerily m the weak 
winter sunlight of 
southern Italy like a 
huge space-age minor. 

Mt Vigotti, a fast- 
talking, intense man 
with a vision, is tbe sci- 
entist in charge of 
research into renewable 
energy sources at Italy’s 
state electricity giant 
Enel 

“Solar energy systems 
are eco-friendly — 
clean, simple, silent a n d 
need little upkeep. It is 
tbe solution of the 
future for die third 
world’s two billion peo- 
ple,” he said. 

Serre, 25 km inland 
from Salerno, is the site 
of a 35 billion lire ($22 
million) solar electricity 
generating plant which 
is the biggest of its kind 
in the world. 

Built in just two years, 
die three megawatt 
plant covers seven 
hectares and uses a 
process of photovoltaic 
(PV) conversion for a 
maximum output of five 
million kilo watt-hours 
(KwH) a year, enough 
to supply the energy 
needs of 8,000 domestic 
consumers. 

Solar systems using 
the sun’s heat to warm 
domestic water are not 
new* But the photo- 
voltaic system is a dif- 
ferent process whereby 
photons from the sun 
collide with electrons in 
silicon panels, pushing 
electrical energy along 
wires. - 

“You will always need 
conventional power in a 
city, but the beauty of 
PV is that it can be set 
up in the most inacces- ’ 
stole places, on islands, 
up mountains and in 
deserts,” Mr. Vigotti 
said. 

The PV system, how- 
ever, -is -costly if com- 
pared to conventional 
electricity generation 
using coal, oil, gas or 


nuclear power: 
‘'■Electricity produced 
by pv tiosts about 800 
lire (50 U.S. Cents) per 
KwH against an average 
80 lire (5.ELS. 
cents Vkwh using con- 
ventional means, and 40 
lire (2.5 cents )/kwh for 
that produced by French 
nuclear plants. 

“It is not fair to com- 
pare costs, which in pv 
plants are all at the start- 

r age due to die price 
die modules. PV 
energy is produced at 
the point or use and so 
avoids distribution and 
transmission costs. And 
costs will come down as 
demand increases,” Mr. 
Vigotti said. 

Expected costs for fur- 
ther plants based on the 
Serre experience see a 
drop to 550 lire (30 
U.5.Cents)/kwh. 


“Solar energy 
systems are 
eco-friendly . 
— clean, sim- 
ple, silent and 
need little 

upkeep . It is 
the solution of 
the future for 
the third 

world’s two 
billion peo- 
ple ” 


Global PV module 
shipments have risen 
from about 145 
megawatts (MW) in 
1983 to 70 MW in 1995. 
At the same time, mod- 
ule prices have fallen 
from about $10 per watt 
in 1984 to $5 at present 
and are seen dropping to 
under $2 by 2010. 

Mr. Vigotti said small 
pv power systems are 
already in use and are 
cost-effective in supply- 
ing isolated communi- 
ties, water pumping and 
powering radios. 

“PV works in all 


weathers, snow or sand- 
storm, come what may. 
Tbe only time it doesn't 
work is at night,” Mr. 
Vigotti said. Then the 
user switches to the nor- 
mal grid, having run 
domestic appliances 
during the day and also 
exported energy to the 
gnd. 

Serre uses some 
45,000 PV modules, 
produced in Italy by 
Amt and Helios, by 
France’s Photowatt, 
Japan’s Kyocera and 
Solarex of the U.S. The 
modules, or panels, cost 
- some 555,000 lire 
($350) each. 

Enel, the world’s sec- 
ond largest electricity 
generating company 
after France's EDF, is 
linking up some 50 Ital- 
ian homes a year to PV 
solar power. 

“Sure, it’s a small 
business, a niche mar- 
ket, but the possibilities 
are boundless,’’ Mr. 
Vigotti said. “Look at 
rooftop panels, they can 
be in any colour to 
blend in with surround- 
ings. For a normal home 
you might have an ini- 
tial outlay of about 50 
million lire ($31,350), 
but then it doesn’t cost 
anything apart from a 
change of batteries 
every seven years,” he 
explained. 

Michael Grubb, in 
charge of energy and 
the environment at 
Britain’s Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, 
said the PV process 
could well be viable in 
isolated Third World 
conditions. 

“PV is certainly useful 
on individual buildings 
but can’t compete with 
big generating centres,” 
he told Reuters. 

Italy produces some 
II Mir a year of PV- 
generated electricity 
compared with about 
40,000 MW of conven- 
tional power. 

yv is still a toy at 
this stage, we are really 
pygmies. But by 2010 it 
wm be big business. We 
just need more impetus 
at the European Union 
level to pool resources 
and creme a market,” 
Mr. Vigotti said. 
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Higher oil prices and reforms 
slash deficit of GCC states in ’95 


ABU DHABI (AFP) - 
Higher oil prices and a deci- 
sion by six Arab Gulf states 
to put a brake on government 
spending slashed their 1995 
budget deficit to its lowest 
ever level, bankers have said. 

The combined 1995 budget 
deficit of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) had been 
projected at around S9.6 bil- 
lion but by the end of the 
year the actual shortfall was 
nearly halved, the bankers 
said. 

“Figures obtained from 
government circles in four 
Gulf states showed their 
budget deficits were either 
slashed or wiped out," a Gulf 
banker said. 

“Even if the deficit of the 
two other GCC members re- 
mained unchanged, a simple 
calculation showed the com- 
bined shortfall was cut by 
nearly half.” 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter, had forecast a budget 
deficit of 15 billion Saudi 
riyals (S4 billion) in 1995 but 


the actual shortfall stood at 
eight billion riyals ($2.13 bil- 
lion) at the end of the year, 
according to Saudi bankers. 

Oman has reported a 
budget surplus in the first half 
of 1995 and officials said they 
expected the actual gap for 
the whole of the year to 
disappear. 

Preliminary figures showed 
the deficit at the end of the 
year was non-existent be- 
cause of higher oil revenues 
and a decision to stick to 
spending levels," said 
Mahmoud Jarwani, director 
of the Muscat Stock Ex- 
change. 

Oman, a small non-OPEC 
oil producer, had estimated a 
deficit of $800 million when it 
released its budget at the 
start of 1995. Previous budget 
deficits were shored up 
through domestic borrowing 
and the state reserve fund. 

In the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), Emirates To- 
day magazine cited official 
figures as showing a pro- 
jected deficit of $290 million 


turned into a surplus at ht 
eend of 1995 due to an im- 
provement in oil prices and 
reductions in expenditure 
through the year. But it gave 
no figures. 

The deficit in Qatar, a 
small OPEC member, was 
expected to be slashed from 
its forecast level of $300 mil- 
lion, bankers said. 


“Considering that the de- 
ficits in Kuwait and Bahrain 
remained, then the actual 
GCC shortfall is estimated at 
around 55.5 billion. This is 
the lowest budget deficit ever 
recorded in the group's his- 
tory,” one banker said. 

GCC states, which created 
their political, defence and 
economic alliance in 1981, 
usually base their annual 
budgets on an oil price of as 
low as $14-15 to guard against 
sudden fluctuations. 

The average prices of 
OPEC's basket of seven 
crudes stood at around $16.8 
in 1995 compared with $15.5 
in 1994. The $1.3 increase 


boosted the oil income of the 
six members by around $6 
billion to nearly $76 billion in 
1995, according to economic 
experts. 

Most GCC states have 
started to exercise restraint in 
spending in reforms to res- 
tore balance to their econo- 
mies damaged by weak crude 
prices over the past decade. 
Other reforms include priva- 
tisation, developing different 
income sources and attracting 
capital. 

Spending was cut to $68.7 
billion in 1995, one of its 
lowest levels in 10 years. It 
stood at $71.4 billion in 1994 
and as high as $124 billion in 
1991. when member states 
paid over $60 billion to fi- 
nance a U.S.-led offensive to 
eject Iraqi invasion forces 
from Kuwait. 

The high spending in 1991 
pushed the actual budget de- 
ficit in hte GCC to a record 
$62 billion, of which around 
$33 billion were attributed to 
Saudi Arabia. 


Saudi oil 
income 
seen lower 
in 1996 


Israel pins high hopes on trade 


accord with European Union 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
Israel hopes it will reap great 
benefits from the trade and 
cooperation deal it signed last 
year with the European Un- 
ion (EU), Effaim Halevy, the 
country's new ambassador to 
the EU said Monday. 

'This accord is of extreme 
importance to us because in 
addition to the political 
aspects... the core is econo- 
mic,” he told a news confer- 
ence. 

“It will enable us to im- 
prove in large measure the 
economic prosperity in Israel 
and economic relations be- 
tween the European Union 
and Israel.” he said. 

Mr. Halevy, a career diplo- 
mat with postings in Paris and 
Washington interspersed 


with speUs in the prime minis- 
ters office and at the National 


able us to do that,” Mr. 
Halevy said. 

He said he was pleased that 
the EU had become more 
deeply involved in the Middle 
East peace process since the 
27-nation Barcelona confer- 
ence last November that 
launched the idea of a Euro- 
Med free trade area within 
the next 15 years. 

He also welcomed Syria's 
proposal to open trade and 
cooperation talks with the 
EU. and said that everything 
that helped underpin the 
peace process and Israel's 
own talks with Damascus was 
vital. 

“This is an important straw 
in the wind for us.” he said, 
adding that one way to com- 
bat extremism and help the 
Middle East peace process 


Defence College, took up his 
new position at the end of 
January. 

He said it was vital to 
rebalance the. .trade rela- 
. tranship between the two that 
had grown from an EU trade 
surplus with Israel of 59 mil- 
lion European currency units 
($74.3 million) in 1980 to one 
of 4.8 billion European Cur- 
rency Units ($6.08 billion) in 
1994. 

“We must do everything in 
our power to increase our 
exports to the European Un- 
ion. and this accord will en- 


was to improve the living 
standards, aspirations and 


standards, aspirations and 
wealth of the population in 
the region. 

Mr. Halevy stressed that 
the EU must not' overstep the • 
marie-’ in feiiks on a hew -rela- 
tionship with the Palestinian^ 
Authority. 

It could not, he said, 
negotiate or sign any agree- 
ment that even hinted at the 
idea the Palestinian Author- 
ity had international stand- 
ing. 

Mr. Halevy said Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority 
would begin talks in May on 


the future status of the au- 
thority, and that until these 
had been completed the EU 
must tread very carefully. 

“No agreement can go 
beyond what has already 
been agreed between Israel 
and the Palestinian Author- 
ity,” he stressed. 

He said he had no fear that 
the EU would become so 
distrated by its diplomatic 
and economic initiatives in 
Central Europe. Asia, South 
Africa, the United States and 
Central and Latin America 
that it would lose interest in 
the Middle East. 

“Europe has always been 
linked politically, economi- 
cally and militarily to what is 
happening in the eastern 
readies of the Mediterra- 
nean,” Mr. Halevy said. 

Meanwhile, Israel's central 
bank governor said Monday 
that for Israel to sustain eco- 
nomic growth, it must reduce 
■•its- inflation rate to between, 
three, per cot -and fomviper 
•cent byrthe'jsrid of the ; de-lv 
.-cade. ? r,i 

Jacob Frenkel, governor of 
the Bank of Israel, said the 
new government that will be 
elected in May should set 
multi-year goals for reducing 
government spending, the 
deficit, and inflation. 

Dr. Frenkel urged the gov- 
ernment to accelerate liber- 
alisation and reform prog- 


rammes, including selling 
government corporations and 
removal of foreign exchange 
controls. 

By the end of the decade, if 
inflation is lowered, Israel 
will have “conditions which 
will enable qs to abolish all 
foreign exchange controls in 
Israel,” he said. 

Inflation dropped to 8.1 
per cent in 1995, down from 
14.5 per cent the year before, 
and unemployment fell to six 
per cent from 7.8 per cent. 

But Dr. Frenkel said there 
was “one important cloud on 
the horizon,” — the govern- 
ment's balance-of-payments 
deficit. That deficit swelled to 
$4.2 billion in 1995, up from 
$2.5 billion in 1994, he said. 

The government needs to 
reduce government spending 
and taxes and encourage 
growth m the national savings 
rate, he said. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia is expected to 
earn less from its cm exports 
in 1996 as excess supplies in 
the world market will demess 
crude prices, a Saudi bank 
study said Monday. 

The price of Saudi Arabia’s 
light crude is projected to 
average $14.75 this year com- 
pared with S15.5 in 1995, 
according to the study by 
Henry Azzam, chief econom- 
ist at the National Commer- 
cial Bank. 

“Oil prices began the year 
with a strong trend dne to a 
sharp growth in demand for 
heating fuel and a decline in 
stockpiles in the West,” said 
the study, published in the 
United Arab Emirates daily 
A1 Khaleej. 

“But prices will likely start 
retreating after the first few 
months of 1996 as there is a 
surplus in the global mar- 
kets,” the study pointed out 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
top oil power, produces 
around eight million bands' 
per day (b7d), of which nearly 
seven milli on b/d are ex- 
ported. 

Light crude will account 
for the bulk of those exports 
as ARAMCO, which con- 
trols the kingdom’s energy 
sector, is seeking to boost the 
sale of such erodes at the 
expense of heavy crudes, Mr. 
.Azzam said. 

The export of light erode 
will narrow the gap between 
the prices of Saudi oil and 
those of North Sea Brent to 
$1.25 after Brent was higher 
by at least $1.5 last year, be 
added. 

Mr. Azzam gave no figures 
on Saudi oil earnings, winch 
surged by nearly 10 per cent 
of their level in 1994. Total 
revenues, which come mainly 
from crude exports, were 
projected at $36 billion in 
1995 but bankers said they 
could have touched $10 bil- 
lion due to the price improve- 
ment. 

The current oil income of 
Saudi Arabia is less than half 
its earnings in 1981, when 
crude prices were nearly dou- 
ble their present level. 



THE Daily Crossword by Joan D. Barbrfch 


ACROSS 
1 Rumanian coins 
5 Be the equal of 
10 — Magnon 
13 Representative 
15 Start shape 

18 By what means 
17 Underwear 

19 Fruit drink 

20 Prime rib, o.g. 

21 Put on guard 
23 Defensible 

26 Ike's command 

27 Sixth sense 


“We are home, but we’re busy 
arguing over who’s going to answer 
the phone. Please leave a message.” 
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Japan’s trade 
surplus contracts 
83% in January 



TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
trade surplus dumped by 83 
per cent to $467 million in 
January on a 12-monthly 
comparison owing to a surge 
of imports from the United 
States and Ada, the finance 
ministry said Monday. 

This was the smallest sur- 
plus for January for six years. 

Analysts and officials said 
that but for a surge of exports 
which had followed a sharp 
drop caused by the Kobe 


earthquake in January 1995, 
the balance would have 


the balance would have 
shown a deficit. 

Ministry officials said the 
figures showed a continuing 
decline of the 12-monthly 
surplus for the seventh suc- 
cessive month reflecting a 
strong rise of imports driven 
by imports of finished pro- 
ducts. 

The January figures proved 
that Japan’s “trade surplus 
(problem) is steadily being 
resolved,” said Peter Mor- 
gan, senior economist for 
James Capel Pacific. 

The finance ministry trade 
data on a customs-deared 
bads, which does not include 
broader measures such as ser- 
vices, showed that the surplus 
had shrunk by 83 per cent 
from the figure a year earlier, 
and was sharply down from 
$10.95 billion in December. 

Exports rose by 6.7 per 
cent to $28,956 billion, while 
imports grew by 16.9 per cent 
to $28,489 billion. 

Foreign exchange dealers 
said that investors who had 
been buying dollars turned 
sellers immediately after re- 
lease of the data but that 
domestic institutional inves- 
tors had given support at 
104.85 yen level. 

Before the figures were 
published the dollar had 
finned to 105.23 yen , and was 
being quoted at about 105.02 
in afternoon trading. 


“The dollar’s fell was in 
part exaggerated by rumours 
that Japan’s trade surplus will 
turn to deficits with seme 
countries in coming months,” 
a Japanese bank dealer said. 

Analysts were reluctant to 
forecast any abrupt descent 
into deficit, but were general- 
ly positive that die trend was 
for smaller surpluses. 

“There is no turning back, 
especially in terms of car 
parts, where the traded sur- 
plus is fading very quickly 
with the United Stales for 
instance and may run into 
deficit in the not too distant 
foture,” said Brian Rose of 
S.G. Warburg. 

Japan’s politically-sensitive 
trade surplus with the United 
States feu by 5.12 per cent to 
$1.55 billion in January, the 
biggest decline for tbat 
month for 16 years and the 
eighth consecutive monthly 
dedine. 

Exports fell by 2.9 per cent 
to $7.99 billion while imports 
jumped by 27.5 per cent to 
$6.44 billion. 

The surplus with Asia 
edged down by 1.1 per cent 
to $1.61 billion. 

The surplus in January was 
the smallest since January 
1990, and was also the shar- 
pest 12-monthly decline since 
that month, the ministry said. 

“Without the rebound in 


exports over the sharp drop 
following the earthquake (a 
year ago), we might have had 


a much smaller surplus in 
January, and cannot rule out 
that Japan posted a deficit in 
January, hypothetiefly,” he 
said. 

Another official said that 
import volume increases have 
steadily surpassed export 
growth for more than two- 
and-a-half years and “with 
the progress in Japan’s eco- 
nomic reforms, the surplus is 
expected to fell further.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hanri Arnold and Mka AiyHon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four orcSnary wonts. 


Who Dess than wafi done? 

<? * 


NOGGI 



etOMMlN HMh MUc. 
MHgwHnum, 


DOREL 


TARIBB 


Thoywom 
.T wnMonoao 

minutes ago : 


what He ear 
FOR BURNING THE 
BARBBCUB PINNER. 


TIPEOA 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


VfeslG/day’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; DALLY VENOM DONKEY HELMET 
Answer What the locksmith made when business was 
stow — A "KEY: MOVE 


nan an aan 


31 HW review • 

33 Sanctify 

36 Bunyan’s tool 

38 Earn 

41 IQ man 

42 Clinch 

43 Shady garden 
spot 

44 Gaze 

45 Old seaman 

46 Gem 

47 Branch 

49 Oil well gear 

51 Totem pole 

52 Dep. 

53 Stock ol 
weapons 

57 Silhouette of 
buikfings 

59 Songlike 

63 Taxi 

64 Source of many 
troubles 

67 From — Z 

68 Scornful 
expression 

69 Robe of old ' 
Rome 

70 “Oedipus—" 

71 Alleviated 

72 Give the 
impression of 

being 



© IMS Trfjgnt Malta Sendees, me. 
M rights iMMwd. 


Puzzle solved: 


DOWN 

1 1nnocent one 

2 literary contticf 

3 Nearest 

4 Lethargic 

5 Stadium cry 

6 Workmen's gp. 

7 Kind of 
pneumonia 


8 Elk feature 

9 — majesty 

10 Non-slop talker 

11 Western show 

12 Was indebted 
14 Orange or 

lemon 
18 Mailed 
22 Backslide 

24 Anticipate 

25 Freight train 
units 

27 Recedes 

28 Gash 

29 Ice hockey area 
32 Amo, — , amal 

34 Soap opera, for 
one 

35 Curb 
37 Weird 

39 Scottish island 

40 Waste 
allowance 

48 Top — (head 
person) 

50 Growl 
52 Kerrigan item 


□□□□ □□ana □□□□ 
□□□□ □□uuu □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□□□□□□ 
□no OQDLJ □□□□□ 
□□□□□□□ □□DO 
□□□Q □£!□□□□□□ 
□□uuu oaunu □□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□ □□□□□ □□□□□ 
(□□□□□□□a □□□□ 
□□do □□□□□□□ 
□□□□□ □□□□ □□□ 
!□□□□□□□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□□ □□□□ 


Mutfn’Jeff 


WELL, THERE IT IS, M’lOVE. 1 
rr s our NEW houseboat' 
ALL OURS* 


54 Magritte and 
Clair 

55 Macaws 

56 Tilts 

57 Duel memento 

58 — dixit 


60 Reed instrument. 

61 Flatfish 

62 Test 

65 Low grade 

66 Certain number: 
abbr. 
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- ^Business & Financ e 

Washington 
launches offensive 
Sttipr African markets 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1996 
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ABIDJAN (AFP) — The 
United States has launched a 
major bid to conquer African 
markets, described by 
Washington's Secretary of 
Commerce Ron Brown as a 
“preserve of the former colo- 
nial powers." 

Mr. Brown arrived in 
Abidjan Sunday at the start 
of an African tour and went 
swiftly to business, meeting 
Ivory Coast's president and 
prime minister, talking to a 
score of government officials 
.bora west and central Africa, 
visiting a fish-farm as well as 
the local stock exchange in 
Abidjan, and opening an 
office of General Motors. 

The 55-year-old lawyer 
also signed a contract for the. 
Chadwick International com- 
pany worth some $92 million 
to bnOd 6,000 homes in the 
Ivorian economic capital. 

“For too long, Africa has 
been virtually ignored,” Mr. 
Brown said, calling his de- 
legation’s tour a “historic” 
one. 

American exports to the 
continent — mainly to South 
Africa (49 per cent), Nigeria 
12 per cent), and Angola 
five per cent) — constitute 
no more than one per cent of 
total U.S. exports. The Un- 
ited States is the third largest 
exporter to Ivory Coast and 
the seventh client for im- 
ports. 

After a deep recession. Iv- 
ory Coast’s economy has be- 
gun growing again since 1994, 
largely because of the de- 
valuation of the CFA franc — 
the common currency of 
several African nations peg- 
ged to the French franc — in 
January of that year. 

American investors are 
attracted by the recovery and 
by a privatisation program- 
me, particularly in sectors 
such as telecommunications, 
food processing, energy, in- 
formation technology, trans- 


P°rt 2 nd the environment. 

“We arc here to lay claim 
to our share of the region's 
growing markets,” Mr. 
Brown said. “The United 
States will no longer cede 
African markets to our trade 
competitors.” 

In a message to the former 
colonial capital Paris, Mr. 
Brown said: “France has its 
own reasons, historical links” 
with French-speaking Africa, 
but “not any speda) pri- 
vilege.” 

He repeatedly stressed that 
“the private sector holds the 
key to Africa’s future,” tak- 
ing up President Bill Clin- 
ton’s recent statement to 
Congress about world trade 
policy and development in 
Africa. 

“Democracy and free en- 
terprise have to go hand in 
hand,” Mr. Brown declared. 

Referring to his own Afri- 
can ancestry, Mr. Brown 
stated that 15 per cent of 
Americans are of African de- 
scent. He added thar it was in 
Africa’s interest as an emerg- 
ing continent to ally itself 
with the most powerful eco- 
nomy in the world. 

The message has gone 
down well in Ivory Coast. In 
a lengthy speech in English, 
Prime Minister Kabian 
Daniel Duncan described the 
country as a traditional haven 
of economic liberalism and 
openness to the outside 
world. He called on donor 
countries to continue to pro- 
vide financial support and to 
help structural adjustment 
efforts. 

The United States has cut 
bilateral aid to Africa, but 
Mr. Brown said he was not 
concerned about that. “We 
looked at Africa in terms of 
aid” too much, he stated, 
claiming that the road ahead 
lay in open and honest com- 
petition. 


Egyptian business 
delegation to travel 
to Iraq next week 


CAIRO (AFP) — And Egyp- 
tian business delegation will 
travel to Iraq at the end of 
this month to seal a commer- 
cial accord worth $40 million 
between the two countries, 
Iraqi sources here said Mon- 
day. 

The vice president of the 
Union of Egyptian Industries 
(UEI), Mohammad Mekki, 
will lead the delegation of 31 
businessmen and industrial- 
ists to Baghdad on Feb. 28, 
the sources said. 

They will work out details 
of a protocol agreed in princi- 
ple during an Iraqi mission to 
Cairo in January to sell to 
Iraq around $40 million 
worth of Egyptian food and 
medicine. 

The delegation will also 
work out a payment schedule 
for the supplies, which are 
not banned by the interna- 
tional trade embargo slapped 
on Iraq after its 1990 invasion 


of Kuwait, the sources said. 

A second protocol to sell to 
Baghdad more food and 
medicine worth $150 million 
will also be discussed and 
should be completed in the 
next few months, they said. 

The Egyptian government 
daily AI Ahram announced 
the visit Monday but did not 
mention the protocols. The 
UEI could not be reached for 
confirmation. 

The delegation's week- 
long visit also aims to pave 
the way for the planned 
March 19 reopenin’g of 
Egypt’s commercial centre in 
Baghdad, which was closed 
after the August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait, the sources 
said. __ 

The Egyptian businessmen 
will meet with Iraqi Indus- 
tries Union President Adnan 
Al Qodsi and the president of 
the Iraqi Union of Chambers 
of Commerce. ■ 



Downtown Amman was bustling with activity Monday as 
people took advantage of the first day of a 5-day holiday to 


shop for clothing and other needs to celebrate ’Eid Al Fitr 
which begins today (photo by Rana Hasdai ) 


Shopping activity booms for Eid Al Fitr 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jabal Al 
Hussein streets were so 
crowded with shoppers for 
Eid AI Fitr that traffic police 
had to close pan of the main 
street opposite the amuse- 
ment city to ease the traffic 
congestion which lasted until 
early morning hours. Encour- 
aged by having recieved their 
salaries before the holidays, 
employees were active shop- 
pers among clothing, food, 
gifts and shoe stores where 
bargains of cheap goods 
could be found. 

Shopping activity was also 
intense in Zarqa and the sur- 


roundings areas where peo- 
ple were seen buying their 
needs for Eid Al Fitr until the 
early morning hours. 

Merchants described their 
sales as good somehow be- 
cause of low prices noting 
that sales were mostly in chil- 
dren's wear, gifts and toys. 

In Irbid, a number of own- 
ers of gift and toy shops 
reported that business slack- 
ened during the month of 
Ramadan because people 
were more concerned with 
buying consumer commod- 
ities more than gifts. 

Some store owners said 


that sales retreated especially 
in the first half of the month 
compared with other pre- 
vious Ramadan. 

Ahmad Othman who owns 
a gift and toy store said that 
he sells toys and gifts at prices . 
ranging from JD 1 to JD 30 
but that demand for them 
was less than expected. 

“People are more con- 
cerned over buying basic 
commodities and clothes for 
the winter.” he added. 

According to Ziyad Abu 
Taha, another store keeper, 
sales during Ramadan were 


far below expectation espe- 
cially in the first half of the 
month when there was a near 
recession situation although 
prices of gifts and toys have 
not changed during the 
month. 

Mueen Bani Hani, another 
store owner, said that it is 
during the last part of the 
month that some life was 
breathed Into the market 
when people started purchas- 
ing gifts and toys for their 
children to be given at the 
end of the holy month and 
during the feast. 


Falling prices bring Iraqi crowds 
to souks for first time in years 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqis 
for die first time in years 
rushed to buy gifts for Eid Al 
Fitr holiday starting Tuesday 
as prices fell because of opti- 
misuna .over, a ..future deal 
allowing Baghdad to resume 
oil exports. “”1 

“Finally our salary allows 
ns to buy something. I 
avoided the souks (tradition- 
al markets) for years because 
prices were too high,” Yassin 
Omran, a dvfl servant, told 
AFP on the eve of the holi- 
day. 

Because of the Iraqi dinar’s 
spectacular recovery in the 
last month, it was the first 
time so many Iraqis bad 
crowded into the souks to 
buy clothes, shoes and candy 
for the holiday which marks 
the end of the fasting month 
of Ramadan. 

Since Iraq agreed in Janu- 
ary to discuss a U.N. resolu- 
tion allowing it to export 
some of its oil to buy food 
and medicine, the Iraqi cur- 
rency has finned from almost 
3,000 to the dollar to 630 to 
the dollar on Sunday. 


Meanwhile, prices have 
dropped around 70 per cent 
for the first time since U.N. 
trade and oil sanctions were 
imposed on Iraq after it in- 
vaded Kuwait on Aug. 2, 
1990,- • 

The government’s decision 
to pay wages to its employees 
before the holiday has also 
helped propel people to the 
souks. 

“Customers started arriv- 
ing very early, even before 
we had time to put the goods 
on display,” according to 
Abo Ahmad, who sells chil- 
dren’s dotting at the Shoijah 
souk. “Everybody is happy 
about the lower prices.” 

The sidewalks of the neigh- 
bourhood have this year 
turned into giant marketplace 
where merchants sell clo- 
thing, beauty products, or 
kitchen utensils at prices 
which are much lower man in 
the stores. 

Although the Western- 
style stores are less busy than 
the working-class souks, “the 
situation has improved a lot,” 
according to Anwar Jaber, an 


owner of a store selling fab- 
ric. 

He now sells a metre of 
cloth for 2,000 dinars com- 
pared to 12,000 dinars a 
month ago. 

Jewellers' meanwhile did 
brisk business. 

“It’s not just young mar- 
ried couples — the majority 
of our customers — who have 
been buying jewellery in the 
past few days, but also many 
other people who consider 
gold as a refuge,” according 
to a jeweller who asked not 
to be named. 

Um Sahira, who steered 
her four girls through the 
crowds, came out of - one 
souk empty-handed. “The 
prices are lower but every- 
thing is still too expensive for 
os,” she said. 

Mr. Omran, the govern- 
ment employee, said- 
although he was buying some 
gifts be could not buy enough 
for all his children. 

Meanwhile, the alleyways 
and streets stained with the 
blood of slaughtered sheep 
throughout working-class dis- 


tricts of Baghdad bear wit- 
ness to an economic recovery 
that has ruined business for 
smugglers. 

The smugglers who until a 
few weeks ago made a tidy 
living selling sheep abroad 
illegally for bard currency 
have been forced to sell them 
off cut-price because of the 
spectacular rise in the value 
of the dinar against the dol- 
lar. 

The plummeting value of 
the greenback means it is no 
longer worth the risk of 
sneaking across the border to 
sell the animals in Saudi Ara- 
bia or Jordan, where Iraqi 
meat is highly prized. 

So, instead, unscrupulous 
traders are slaughtering the 
animals in the streets without 
any form of hygiene and sell- 
ing them at 40 per cent less 
than the butchers. 

A kilogramme of lamb, 
which up until a month ago 
cost as much as 5,000 dinars, 
was selling on the streets of 
Baghdad for 700 dinars this 
weekend. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman : 



Furnished /Unfurnished 
Semi Villa For Rent 

In Sweifieh , 4 bedrooms, 

4 bathrooms. 

Other furnished / unfurnished 
[villas, flats for sale or rent are 
available. 

lAbdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 
810520 



STUDIO l^AlG 

Professional QaaHtyj in 


1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phot* 
30% 


m mnimrpm- 
20 x 30 am 


Shmcj**Bj^_Qpp. OriiKflaya 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich td: 823891 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 



f.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^"HOSPITALITY 
^ GASTRONOMY , 


AiS Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

a Ij <-B 4 jilUB 4 ^:-vV t 
y4lc jj Lmu AjSjLB 
8639-44 - 81 6690 


Cafe’ 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweiflyeh 


fANABEL 
MALES! Alt 


FOR RJEXVT 


Deluxe Villas 
l&Appartmentsj 
in Amman 


for forther details please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fa\. 864231 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


m 




1 Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


For Rea. 812997-314158 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


1. 6-itt 1U 


Restaurant 
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Abdoun - Tel : 619564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


$5? 

CROWM HOT 

mhmS 

SWUMNGPOOl 
'SAUNA i JACUZZI 
MS DOOM 
»CdT 

TEL 768180 
[RADIO 8 TV STATION RD. 




NOUROZ Restaurant : -s- 

Tat 642830 !o 

JKMJCM MSTMKC riKm'i g 
tuawTEAcoeTnnurrAL O 


AVIS 


RENT A CAR 


Yfevy. 

b ard et - 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 


Committee recommends issuing 
10.05m new shares by four companies 

** THE COMMITTEE entrusted with studying the 
issuance of shares of the Ministry of Industry and Trade has 
recommended issuing 10.05 million new shares, valued at 
JD 18.25 million, for four public shareholding companies. 
The new shares, which involve the Union Bank for Slaving 
and Investment, the Arab International Hotels, Al Safi Salt 
and the Mining Investments, will be put for private 
subscription for some companies or for public subscription 
for the others. The committee recommended that the 
minister approve the issuance of two million shares by the 
Union Bank through private subscription to raise the 
bank’s capital to JD 11.2 million. This first step towards 
raising the capital to JD 20 million, in accordance with the 
Central Bank demand, would entail issuing five million 
shares at JD 2.5 per share representing JD 1 par value and 
JD 1.5 premium. The bank’s current capital is JD 7.2 
million, 76.6 per cent of which is owned by Jordanian 
shareholders and 23.4 per cent by Sirt Securities N.V. 

The committee also recommended that the minister 
authorise the Arab International Hotels to issue 1.3 million 
shares to raise its capital from JD 7.7 million to JD 9 
million. The share price was proposed at JD 5 per share to 
value the new shares at a total of JD 6.5 million. Jordanian 
ownership in this company is 92 per cent with the remaining 
eight per cent held by non-Jordanians. Of the local 
investors, the Jordan Investment Corporation holds 35 per 
cent of the equity. 

The last two recommendations were for Safi Salt to issue 
5.5 million shares valued at JD 1 per share and for Mining 
Investments to issue 1.25 million shares through public 
subscription at JD 1 per share. Mining Investments, 
currently under establishment, has a JD 5 capital of which 
JD 3.75 million were covered by the founders (Al Aswaq). 

TCC to begin distribution of telephone 
line from Abdali exchange next month 

** THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS Corporation 
(TCCj will take over the Al Abdali telephone exchange 
early next month after the completion of the expansion 
project which added 5,000 new telephone lines to the 
exchange. The expansion will allow the corporation to 
provide the telephone service to applicants on the waiting 
list according to the date of the request. A quarter of the 
lines to be available will be given to new applicants against 
paying triple the normal fees. The corporation has com- 
pleted expansion projects in Salt and Madaba where 1,000 
new lines were provided to each of them. In Jerash, the 
expansion provided 608 new telephone line. 

Starting with April, the corporation will begin im- 
plementing subscribers with all their needs for communica- 
tion services, raising the corporation’s technical, adminis- 
trative and financial efficiency and shouldering all the 
responsibilities towards economic and social development 
in the Kingdom. This reorganisation, the corporation's 
bead said, will be followed by taking gradual new working 
measures that would cover all aspects of the corporation’s 
functions. He added that the TCC would continue to 
operate and maintain public telephones but the expansion 
plan in this area will not be continued as the government 
intends to give it to private sector investments (Al 
Dustour). 


UAE orders abrogation, 
liquidation of BCCI 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has abolished the col- 
lapsed BCCI bank and 
ordered the liquidation of its 
branches in the country after 
a Luxembourg court cleared 
the last hurdle for compen- 
sating depositors. 

The central bank’s order, 
published Monday in the 
semi-official newspaper Al 
Ittihad, will pave the way for 
payments to nearly 40.000 
creditors of the Bank of Cre- 
dit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI), inside the 
UAE, according to bankers.' 

“The BCCI and its eight 
branches in the UAE are 
hereby cancelled from the 
record of licensed commer- 
cial banks and ail their li- 
cences are withdrawn," said 
the order by central bank 
chairman, Mohammad Al 
Muraikhi. “The bank and its 


eight branches are to be li- 
quidated in accordance with 
UAE laws, starting from the 
date of the order and ending 
in three years.” 

The decision appointed 
court receiver Abdul Aziz 
Said and two other men, 
Abdul Hadi Yaghi and Abdul 
Rahim Sankis, as liquidators 
of the bank. 

It took effect on Jan. 22 
but it was not clear when the 
liquidation will be com- 
pleted. Officials, however, 
said payments for the deposi- 
tors would be made in instal- 
ments just after liquidation 
starts. 

The UAE emirate of Abu 
Dhabi controlled around 77 
per cent of BCCI before it 
was shut worldwide in July 
1991 for allegations of mas- 
sive fraud said to have in- 
volved more than half its 
assets of nearly $21 billion . 1 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

1 LONDON (R) - 

Following are 

the buying and selling ! 

rates for leadtng world currencies and gold against the 

dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Monday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3848/58 

Canadian dollar 


1.4440/50 

Deutschemarks 


1.6176/86 

Dutch guilders 


1.1740/50 

Swiss francs 


29.71/75 

Belgian francs 


4.9768/18 

French francs 


1581.9/3.4 

Italian lire 


104.22/32 

Japanese yen 


6.8720/20 

Swedish crowns 


6.3230/80 

Norwegian crowns 


5.5845/45 

Danish crowns 


1.3940/70 

Singapore dollars 


0.7544/49 

Australian dollars 

% 

7.7330/40 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

Si .5494/04 


Gold (ounce) 

$405.40/405.90 
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Sports 


Sampras back at No. 1 
after beating Agassi 


SAN JOSE. California (R) 
— Pete Sampras blew past 
Andre Agassi 6-2, 6-2 and 
soared to the top of the 
world's rankings in winning 
the $328,000 Sybase open in 
San Jose on Sunday. 

Sampras took over the No. 
1 spot from Austrian Thomas 
Muster. Agassi remains at 
No. 3. 

“The number one is just 
icing on the cake," Sampras 
said. “I played as well as I 
could today." 

Known as the game's most 
effective server, Sampras 
showed the fans at the so Id- 
out San Jose arena that he is 
improving from the baseline, 
as he consistently out-stroked 
a volatile, angry Agassi. 

“There’s some matches 
where you go throught ups 
and downs, but tonight ev- 
erything just clicked," Sam- 

S is said “I was hitting the 
1 clean. I couldn't have 
played better. Everything 
just jelled. I didn’t serve that 
well but 1 hit my ground- 
strokes as well as I ever hit 
them.” 

Agassi, who received a 
point penalty in the second 
set for swearing at chair 
umpire Richard Kaufman, 
tipped his hat to his oppo- 
nent. 

“I got outplayed and didn’t 
raise my level at the right 
moments," Agassi said. "But 
nothing Pete does surprises 
me. He was hitting the ball 
big off the ground and only 
made a few errors. He not 
only played 100 per cent of 
his level, but he played 100 
per cent of the right points.” 
Sampras set the tone of the 
match early with devastating 
running forehands and deep 
crosscourt backhands that 
forced Agassi to press himself 
to hit winners. He broke 
Agassi with blazing cross- 
court forehand winner in the 
second game of the first set. 

Agassi got a break point in 
tbe seventh game, but 
dumped a backhand return 
into the net. Sampras broke 
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Pete Sampras 




Agassi again to take tbe set 


Then the fireworks began. 
Agassi slammed a ball into; 
the crowd and received -a 
warning from referee" 
Richard Kaufman. 

. After the two played one- 
point of Sampras serve, 
Agassi loudly swore loudly at 
Kaufman. The chair umpire 
didn't hear him, but linesper- 
on Marie Smith, who was 
standing behind Agassi, did. 
She walked up to the chair 
and told Kaufman, who gave 
Agassi the point penalty. 
Agassi then let a string of 
epithets fly at Smith. 

"It was real simple," Agas- 
si said. “It started when the 
crowd was booing after I bit 
the ball into the stands. 1 
swore loud enough for some- 
one to hear me. Then she 
went and told Kaufman and 
that really pissed me off. 
Then I really let her have it.” 

After being broken to go 
down 0-2 in the next game, 
Agassi, now on the other side 
of tbe court, rocketed a ball 
in Smith’s direction that loud- 
ly hit the. backstop. But the 


25-year-old received no 
further penalties. 

A fired-up Agassi had his 
best chance to break in the 
third game, but just missed a 
backhand crosscourt return. 
At 2-4. the Las Vegan has 
Sampras on the ropes 15-40, 
but Sampras responded with- 
two bullet service winners, an 
ace and deep second serve to 
capture the game. 

“The 20 per cent of the 
time when I didn't return well 
was on some crucial points," 
Agassi said. “That’s where I. 
have to get rhythm. If I have 
three chances to break in two 
sets. I would at least expect 
to win one set.” 

Agassi fought off three, 
match points on his own 
serve at 2-5, but Sampras 
tuned up the heat on his 
service game and won the 
match when Agassi over hit a 
service return. 


Sampras said the key to the 
victory was his ability to hang 
on the baseline with the 
world’s hardest groundstrok- 
er. 


“When I started to out- 
rally him form foe backcourt 
he was a little surprised," 
Sampras said. "That's his 
strength and when he's not 
winning from back he gets 
into trouble." 


1 Sampras now hold a 10-8 
edge in foe rivalry. 

"I care a lot less about the. 
rivalry than I do beating 
Pete,” Agassi said. "He is 
going to go to sleep tonight 
knowing he beat me 6-2, 6-3 
and that (Angers me)." 

Pete Sampras of foe Un- 
ited States reclaimed the 
world number one spot from 
Thomas Muster on Monday. 
The Australian's reign lasted 
one week. 


“Pete's the toughest per- 
son- to pomp from behind on-. : 
the toughestjKtrson to break, 
to hold serve ’on, every- 
thing,” Agassi said. 


Andre Agassi, who had. 
gone topTCrr a week oniJanu*:.' 
: ary 29 aftSr teaching the|Aa : . 
stralian'Operfsemi-fmals'.k is 
third in the ATP rankings. 


Pete Sampras (USA) 
Thomas Muster (Ant) 

Andre Agassi (USA) 

Boris Becker (Ger) 

Michael Chang (USA) 
Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 
Yevgeni Kafelnikov (Rns) 
Jim Conner (USA) 

Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 
Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 

Sergi Brngnera (Spa) 
Richard Krajicek (Ned) 
Michael Stich (Ger) 

Marc Rosset (Swi) 

Araand Boetsch (Fra) 
Alberto Costa (Spa) 

Andrei Medvedev (UKr) 
Gilbert SchaUer (Ant) 
MaKVai Washington (USA) 
Magnus Larson (Swe) 



Former Marseille soccer players Jean Pierre marked the rite ' by ' leaving prints in tbe 
Papin (right) and current team goalie Pascal concrete to mark the rebuilding of the actual 
Ofaneta (kit) make foot and hand prints in stadium Tor the 19% World Cap (Reuters 
concrete at Marseille's Velodrome Stadium on photo) 

Sunday. Some 40 former Marseille players 
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Sharpe gives United the cutting edge 


LONDON (AFP) — Lee It crowned an explosive But United started to gain served when Sharpe rifled 
Shajpe fired Manchester Un- start to an ill-tempered clash, control as half-time ..home his fifth of the season 

ited into the quarter-finals of which started with an unex- approached with Welsh win- to leave City still searching 

the FA Cup as last year's pectedly generous tribute by ger Giggs getting the measure for their first win against Un- 

1 . r~ 1- . m , II -..j'f r ... 1 ■ f »T’ .1.... nn lli^ In eavan * 


beaten finalists saw off bitter 
rivals Manchester City 2-1 in 
an explosive encounter at 
Old Trafford on Sunday. 

Former England winger 
Sharpe struck a superb left- 
foot volley on foe run from 10 
years in the 77th minute. 
Frenchman Eric Cantona had 
levelled a pulsating match 
with a controversial penalty 
five minutes from the break. 

Sharpe said: "I am abso- 
lutely delighted with the goal. 
It’s just starting to come good 
for me again. 

“It was a typical FA Cup 
match and a typical derby 
match in very tough condi- 
tions. They made it difficult 
for us Jmt I thought we de- 
served it by foe end,” he 
added. 

Gty, at tbe wrong end of 
foe Premiership and without 
a win at Old Trafford since 
1974. started foe match as 6-1 
outsiders before Uwe Rosier, 
one of three Germans in tbe 


Gty line-up, put them into a 
shock ninth minute lead. 


Tbe German striker ran 
dear of the offside trap on to 
Georgian teenage sensation 
Georgie Kinkladze ’s superb 
through ball and though foe 
advancing Peter Schmeichel 


got a hand to his 25-yard lob, 
he could not prevent the ball 


he could not prevent the ball 
flying inside* his right-hand 
post. 


Jordan’s 
44 points 
leads Bulls 
past Pacers 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — 
Michael Jordan poured in 44 
points and Scottie Pippen 
added a season-high 40 to 
lead the Chicago Bulls to a 
110-102 victory over the In- 
diana. Pacers on Sunday. 

Dennis Rodman tied a sea- 
son high with 23 rebounds for 
foe Bulls. 

“We were in a zone, the 
team responded to us,” Pip- 
pen said. “I have two all-stars 
on my team, even though 
Dennis didn't make the 
squad. Michael is the greatest 
scorer and Dennis is the 
greatest rebounder. We 
showed some dominance and 
stepped up.” 

Reggie Miller scored 24 
points for Indiana. 

In Charlotte, Glen Rice 
scored 32 points and Larry 
Johnson added 29 and eight 
rebounds as the Charlotte 
Hornets cruised to a 122-99 
victory over the Milwaukee 
Bucks. 

Matt Geiger chipped in 14 
points and 15 boards for the 
Hornets. 

Benoit Benjamin had 21 
points and 12 rebounds and 
Glenn Robinson netted 19 
points for the Bucks. 

At Minnesota, Juwan Ho- 
ward scored 30 points and 
Tim Legler added a season- 
high 21 as foe Washington 
Bullets snapped a six-game 
losing streak with a 108-96 
victory over the Minnesota 

Timberwoives. 

Rasheed Wallace had 19 
points for Washingto- 
■ “One .word explains today 
— . embarrassing,” said 
Wolves coach Flip Saunders. 

Darrick Martin finished 
with 21 points for the 
Wolves. 

In San Antonio, David 
Robinson scored 25 points, 
grabbed 12 rebounds and 
blocked seven shots and the 
San Antonio Spurs held 
Houston to 47 points over the 
final three quarters in a 93-79 
win over foe Rockets. 

Houston was 3-of-17 in the 
final period as Ola ju won was- 
held to two points. Olajuwon- 
had 18 points. 

In Vancouver, Sean Kemp 
shook off a minor hand injury 
to score 25 points and Hersey 
Hawkins and Detlef 
Schrempf sparked a key 
fourth-quarter run as the 
Seattle Supersonics defeated 
foe Vancouver Grizzlies, 118- 
109, for their sixth consecu- 
tive victory. 

Kemp injured his hand 


United fans to former Liver- . of Nickey Summerbee on the 
pool boss Bob Paisley, who left. 


died last week. 

But while the 33,000 home 
fans stood respectfully in the 
minute's silence for foe for- 
mer boss of their bitterest 
rivals, a small minority of the 
7,000 Gty fans tried to dis- 
rupt the moment before they 
were shouted down by the 
majority. 

Tbe hostilities were not 
long in transferring to foe 
pitch, where Roy Keane was 
booked after only two mi- 
nutes for a tackle from be- 
hind on Kinkladze. 

Six minutes later there was 
a mass flare-up as Michael 
Brown retaliated to Nicky 
Butt's lunge which resulted in 
bookings tor the Gty defen- 
der and United striker Andy 
Cble. 

Gty. playing more of a 
passing game through the 
middle since Nigel Cough 
was bought from Liverpool to 
supplement Kinkladze .conti- 
nued to stretch United with a 
confidence that delighted 
their long-suffering fans. 

Northern Irish internation- 
al Steve Lomas robbed Ryan. 
Giggs and beat Roy Keane to 
set up a 29th minute attack 
that ended with Schmeichel 
relieved to retrieve Rosler’s 
fierce angled shot at the 
second attempt. 


It took a combination of a 
flying save by German Eike 
Immel and a goal-line clear- 
ance by Brown to keep out 
Keane's 39th minute header 
from gjggs’ comer. 

But when the young 
Welshman slung the ball over 
a second time, new German 


ited in seven years. 

In the day's other Cup 
match, Liverpool strolled 
into tbe last 16 with a com- 
fortable fourth round 4-0 vic- 
tory over second division 
Shrewsbury on Sunday. 


The Reds now have to play 
Chariton in round five at 
Anfield a week on Wednes- 


Gascoigne 
incident gg,; 

EDINBURGH (Rj - ^ '"ju 
Scottish spccer referee Ji m ^ * u < 
McGilvray has resigned 16 fli* ‘ jj; 
days after giving England 
midfielder Paul Gascoigne tf# 3 ‘jic 
a caution ofr celebrating a ‘ n I 1 , fT f 
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defender Michael Frontzect *** 

gave United their 36th mi- Robbie F^cr Jason 

° - . 1 ; :.i_ MeAteer and an own HO a! OY 


nute lifeline, jostling with 
Frenchman Eric Cantona 


McAteer and an own goal by 
Dave Walton saw off a 


under the « dTE Shrewsbury, .side that res- 
tncted foe visitors to 1-0 until 


goal. 

The experienced Edin- *fTr he 
burgh official subnutted his J V ,r ‘ h 
restoratio to the S&ttish j^ 1 . 
Football Association on ^ 

Monday, saying he felt like 
a robot and that the much- ^ 


Referee Wilkie stunned 
most of Old TraffoFd when 
he pointed to the spot for foe 
Frenchman to step up and 
smack home bis lOtb goal of 
foe season past Immel. 

United stepped up the 
pressure early in the second 
half with Sharpe seeing his 
angled drive deflected into 
the side netting. 

Gty were forced onto the 
defensive, with United prob- 
ing both flanks through foe 
intelligent prompting of Can- 
tona. 

Giggs should have scored a 
rare headed goal on 52 mi- 
nutes but he directed his far 
post header onto the net after 
Pallister had flicked on 
Sharpe's right-wing corner. 

But United eventually -got 
the goal their pressure ae- 


tricted foe visitors to 1-0 until 
foe 70th minute. 

“I thought the game lacked 
a bit of passion because of the 
11 a.m. start. It seemed to 
affect both the players and 
foe supporters,” said Liver- 
pool boss Roy Evans. 


a robot and that foe much- *<? “ >rr 

publicised Gascoigne ind- ‘ 


Draw for foe sixth round of 
the FA Cap made mi Sunday: 


FA Cop 6th round: 


Leeds United or Port Vale v 
Liverpool or Charlton 
Nottingham Forest or Tot- 
tenham v Aston Villa 
Manchester United v Swindon 
or Southampton 
Grimsby Town or Chelsea v 
Huddersfield Town or Wimb- 
ledon 

(Mastches to be played on 
March 9, 10, II). 


dent was *the last straw.’ 

“That was foe day I <fe- flii ^ lL 5> . 
cided to pack it in,” said 
the 47-year-old McGilvray, ^ 
who had been a senior offi- J t;i»- I|V ' 
cial in Scotland for 11 
years. 

“My stomach turned bat r0 

under the system I had to !^"e 
■ yellow card Gazza, it was ^then Ucfn 
him or me. 1* j1 

“We are being program- J c h 
med like robots with a list ^ 
of instructions. I just can’t t, fle 
carry on like this. I love my , n i 

football but it is time to get & 1 . J^ L - 
out.” , .. n j 

In the controversial 


then *** 


Hilton; 


-■siJinJft 

ind 


match between Glasgow*: ‘ 

Rangers and Parti ck This- 
tle on February 3, McGil- 
vray also gave red cards to 
two Patrick players. 





s.'V s '- in ! 

i iff 

^ ir,£ 5y l 
sem 
jeiie r^’ 1 




nrs- 

>Ian no: 
ti ^ 
asm I k 
ftNedon t 
^ pb'ing 
& czrcsr. 
Ik u?r - 
;; B>:o' 
r-i snJ 

•j:h r a * r i 


[rede 



]*■ Fr 
f Fr 
j miDiz bee 
3n io mn 
akr iec 
2 be broke 
wd so hi 
iniem 
Sunday 
frsderick' 
sands to be 
13 


mm s Lin! 
*) did n 
■w last se, 
Fedencks 
a tah the 
wres at the 
Wffld &as 
5 1 0 Amer 
ft**® info 


‘iV.: 


^in 1993 
Jne world 
^is 19 t> 

•pricks 
« ,e ran 


Detroit Pistons' Allan Houston (20) takes the ball to tbe 
basket and poshes bade Chicago Balls' Dennis Rodman (91) 


dunking in the first quarter 
and sat out most of the 
second quarter. He returned 
to score 13 points in the 
second half. 

Blue Edwards led Van- 
couver with 23 points. The 
Grizzlies have dropped eight 
of their last nine games. 

In Portland. Mookie 
Blaylock scored eight of his 
16 points in the fourth quar- 
ter. including five of the final 
six points as the Atlanta 
Hawks rallied to beat the 
Portland Trail Blazers 93-90. 


Steve Smith and Grant 
Long scored 18 points apiece 
as foe Hawks won for the 
14th time in their last 19 
games. 

Robinson finished with 20 
points. 

In Denver, Tom Ham- 
monds scored a season-high 
26 points and Mahmoud 
Abdul Rauf added 23 as the 
Denver Nuggets raced to a 
13-point halltime lead and 
snapped their three-game los- 
ing streak with a 117-93 rout 
of the Boston Celtics. 


strait 

frnstone i 

Ircwir 


in the first period of NBA game action at tbe Palace. -<p 
Chicago won in over time 112 to 109 (Reuters photo) ./'^One 

track 

Don MacLean scored 17 16 games. {feat nn 

points and Bryant Stith David Wesley and Encoder; PP 
added 15 for Denver, which Williams scored 19 points /origin 
won for just the fifth time in Boston. ^ ^ tra ck 
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Chicago 

HO 

Indiana 

m 

Charlotte 

122 

Milwaukee 

99 

Washington 

108 

Minnesota 

96 

San Antonio 

93 

Houston 

79 

’Seattle 

118 

Vancouver 

109 

Denver 

117 

Boston 

93 

Atlanta 

93 

Portland 

90 
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UEFA to seek governments help over Bosman case 


LONDON (R) — Euro- 
pean soccer's top officials 
are to seek help from their 
governments tft discuss the 
sweeping changes in trans- 
fer regulations and 
nationality qualification 
announced by the Euro- 
pean Union in December. 

UEFA member nations 
meeting at a London hotel 
on Sunday decided to seek 
more time to implement 
the decisions taken by the 
EU with UEFA fearing’ 
that the Bosman judge- 
ment removing UEFA’s 
three foreigners rule for 


teams in European com 
petitions could threaten the 
future of international foot- 
ball. 

The EU gave UEFA a 
March 1 deadline to re- 
move their nationality res- 
triction and the European 
soccer body will be watch- 
ing closely to see whether 
the voluntary policy works 
when the next ties are play- 
ed on March 6. 

■ UEFA spokesman David 
Will of Scotland said: 
“There seems to be an in- 
terpretation that we are 
ready to break the law that 


is rubbish. 

“What we are saying is 
give us time. The transfer 
system evolved over 100 
years and the nationality 
restrictions have applied 
for 30 years. 


“We are being asked to 
produce out of a hat some 
way of safeguarding home- 
grown players overnight. 
We want governments to 
see national identities are 
retained in sport which we 
feel should be a special 
case.” 

All eight European 


champions league quarter- 
fiiiilisis have given UEFA 
breathing space by volun- 
tarily .agreeing to continue 
with foe three plus two 
regulation this season. 
“They felt we must finish 
foe competition with the 
rules as they were when we 
started.” added will. 

UEFA president Lennart 
Johaonson added: “UEFA 
has no alternative but to 
accept the law and we do 
not need to concern 
ourselves with this problem 
now foe clubs have made a' 
voluntary agreement. 


"We shall turn to nation- | 
al governments for their 
assistance in getting special , 
treatment for sport in fu- 
ture. That might take some 
time but we have to start- 
somewhere." 

UEFA chiefs will con- 
tinue their discussions in 
London this week with an 
executive committee meet- 
ing discussing changes in 
their constitution as well as j 
this summer's Olympics in \ 
the United Stares, Euro- 
pean club football and 
further talks on the Bos- 
man issues. a 
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j DUBAI (R) — Goran Iva- 

1 nisevic produced almost flaw- 

less tennis to beat Alberto 
i Costa of Spain 6-4, 6-3 in the 

t final of the SI million Dubai 

*-i Open on Sunday. 

‘ The fourth-seeded Croa- 
l ; dan controlled the game with 

'■ penetrating ground strokes, 

often mixing them with deft 
- volleys from the net, to beat 

i- the unseeded Spaniard, rank- 

r . ed 23 in the world, and win 

his first hard-court title. 

Ivanisevic, ranked ninth in 
the world, broke Costa with 
ease in the sixth game and 
then comfortably held on to 
Us serve to take the first set. 

The second set followed 
the same partem as the Croat 
> kept un relent less pressure on 

the tentative Spaniard, send- 
ing down a string of aces. 

■ Ivanisevic, who earned 

■ SI 42 ,000 for his efforts, 
broke Costa for a 2-1 lead 
and then went on to wrap up 
the game and with it the 
jhatch when Costa, who 
earned $84,000, hit a return 
into the net. 

In all Ivanisevic blasted 13 
aces in a match lasting just 58 
, minutes and celebrated his 
4 - victory by throwing his shin 
into the stands. 

“I am thrilled to win this 
tournament. It has been a 
great week for me and I think 
I played some great tennis," 

• said the jubilant Croat, who 
,n,7.-won his own country's open a 
.^fortnight ago in Zagreb. It 
?|pw3S the first time he has won 

consecutive to urn a- 
pa gments. 

am not thinking of being 
-Spyjio. 1 in the world at the 
^. moment. I hope I can win 
^TSVnhbledon this year. I am 
v". ■ really playing the best tennis 
of my career," he said. 
f - The top seeded doubles 
J. pair, Byron Black of Zim- 

* babwe and Grant Connell of 
Canada, outclassed the 
Czech pairing of Karel 

„ Novacerk and Jiri Novak 6-0, 

? 6 - 1 . 
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Fredericks 
record 
warning 
for Johnson 

LIEVIN, France (AP) — 
Frankie Fredericks of 
Namibia became the^first 
man to run 200 metres 
under 20 seconds indoors 
as he broke the world re- 
cord to highlight the 
y Lievin international track 
meet Sunday. 

Fredericks did 19.92 
seconds to better the mark 
.25 seconds was held by 
Britain's Linford Christie, 
who did it in the same 
meet last year. 
-.Fredericks was second 
in both the 100 and 200 
metres at the 1992 Olym- 
pics and was second in the 
200 to American Michael 
Johnson in the 1995 World 
Championships after win- 
ning in 1993. 

The world outdoor re- 
cord is 19.72 held by Piet- 
ro Mennea of Italy set in 
1979 at Mexico City. 
Fredericks's best outdoors 
is 19.85. 

Fredericks ran in lane 
six, the same lane that 
Christie ran in last year 
and was a power down the 
final straightaway. 

“First one under 20. It's 
a great track and it was a 
great opportunity,” 
Fredericks said. The 
Lievin track has been the 
site of three men's and a 
woman's 200 world re- 
cord. 

Fredericks jumped into the 
air and punched when he saw 
the time just after the finish 
line. 

“I ran in lane six because I 
didn't want to run someone 
else’s race," Fredericks said. 
"I was confident after the 
record in the 100 last week." 

He ran 10.05 in Tampare, 
Finland last Monday. 

Second was Norway's Geir 
Moen in 20.56. Third was 
Robson da silva of Brazil, 
21.32 while John Regis of 
Britain was disqualified. 
Venuste Niyongaba of 


Weah stretchered off 

■ % 

after scoring Milan winner 
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Dale Jarred crosses the finish line to win the Daytona 500 in his 
No. 88 Ford Thnnderbird on Sunday at the Daytona Interna- 
tional Speedway. Following Jarred are the Chevrolet Monte 


Carlos of Dale Earnhardt No. 3 and Ken Schrader and the 
Fords of Mark Martin and Jeff Burton (Reuters photo) 


Jarrett wins Daytona 500 


DAYTONA BEACH, Flor- 
ida (R) — Dale Jarrett, driv- 
ing a Ford Thunderbird. held 
off Dale Earnhardt to win the 
Daytona 500 by .12 seconds 
and 362.775 on Sunday. 

Jarrett. who took over the 
lead for good on lap 177 of 
the 200-lap race over the 
2.5-mite Trioval Track, 
blocked Earnhardt's Chev- 
rolet Monte Carlo twice on 
the final lap to win one of the 
most competitive Daytona 
races in recent years. Fifteen 
dirvers exchanged the lead 32 
times. 

Ken Schrader took a Chev- 
rolet to third place, two car 
lengths behind Jarrett, and 
won $169,547. Fellow- 
American Mark Martin, in a 
Ford, finished immediately 
behind Schrader for fourth 
place, worth $118,840. 


Two-time defending race 
champion Sterling Marlin's 
bid for an unprecedented 
third straight victory ended 
with engine failure on lap 80. 

Marlin's Chevrolet had 
overcome some early hand- 
ling problems to take the lead 
for three laps. 

"We got back where we 
wanted to be and the engine 
broke on us," Marlin said. 
"With this car, we either win. 
finish second or blow up." 

Defending NASCAR 
series champion Jeff Gordon 
hit the wall on the 10th lap 
after being hit from behind. 

The 24-year-old Chevrolet 
driver returned to the race 
later but quickly exited again. 

In 1993, Jarrett, the son of 
NASCAR racing legend Ned 
Jarrett, passed Earnhardt 


with one lap remaining to 
claim his first 500 victory, 
Earnhardt won $215,065. 

This year's race was Ear- 
nhardt's fourth second-place 
finish in the Super Bowl of 
American stock car racing. 

Earnhardt has won the 
NASCAR Winston Cup 
series championship seven 
times, but is winless in the 
Daytona 500 in IS attempts. 

"I knew he Earnhardt 
wanted it bad and that’s why 
I hated to see him right be- 
hind me,” said Jarrett, who 
led 40 of the 200 laps. "He 
had drafting help, but 1 had a 
Robert Yates engine." 

When Janett took the lead 
he guided a five-car draft that 
included Earnhardt. Schrad- 
er, Martin and Jeff Burion, 
who finished fifth, in the 



Namibian sprinter Frankie Fredericks in action as he sets a new zoom world record 
(Reuters photo) 

Burundi and Maria Mutola of Ian's world mark of 4:54.07. took the pole vault at : 

Mozambique just missed Mutola ran 1 minute, 57.52 metres (19 feet, 6 V* inch 
world indoor records. seconds in the women’s 800. He missed three times ; 

Niyongabo too the 2,000 .The world record is 1:56.40 world record of 6.16 me 
metres in 4 minutes, 54.77 set by Christine Wachtel of (20-feet, 2!* inches). He 

seconds, less than a second East Germany in 1988. set 35 indoor and outd 

away from Eamon Cough- * Sergei Bubke of Ukraine world pole vault records 


look the pole vault at 5.95 
metres (19 feet, 6!4 inches). 
He missed three times at a 
world record of 6.16 metres 
(20-feet, 2 l /i inches). He has 
set 35 indoor and outdoor 
world pole vault records. 
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waning moments of the race. 

“It was difficult playing 
cat-and-mouse with him," 
Jarrett said. "The last few 
laps themselves seemed like 
500 miles." 

After the field took the 
white flag, Earnhardt went to 
the outside, but was blocked 
by Jarrett. 

Earnhardt made one more 
late charge in the final turn 
trying to pass on both sides of 
Jarrett, who blocked him. 

"We just didn’t have' 
enough." said Earnhardt, 
who started the race from the 
pole position. “Our car was 
super, but the Fords were 
super. ■' too." 

Jarrett also won last Sun- 
day's Busch clash and 
finished second in Saturday's 
300-mile grand national 
series race. 

Atlanta in a 
frenzy over 

Olympics 

ATLANTA (AFP) — Five 
months ahead of the opening 
of the 1996 Olympic Games, 
Atlanta is in a frenzy to get 
ready for the biggest Olym- 
pian festival to date, hosting 
an estimated two million visi- 
tors, 10,800 athletes and 271 
sporting events. 

Downtown, the noise of 
jackhammers and heavy 
equipment is everywhere as 
sidewalks are being repaved 
and buildings renovated. i 
The Atlanta Committee > 
for the Olympic Games said 
all major work for the Olym- 1 
pic sites is on schedule. 

That includes an 84,643- 
sea t three-storey stadium 
with a track that can be dis- 
assembled and moved, just 
off Interstate 75, a major 
throughfare. Remaining 
work includes exterior doors 
and plants, and the installa- 
tion of the 40-metre Olympic 
cauldron. 

The Olympic village at 
George Tech University is 
also ready, including its red 
brick buildings with athletes' 
apartments — each with 
kitchen, living room and a 
child's drawing. 

An international centre 
being completed on the site 
includes a new carillon that 
will play American tunes for 
all in the village to hear. 

At the Olympic pool, only 
the grandstands and sun 
screens are still unfinished. 
Debbie Dorsey, director of 
the acquatic centre, said "ev- 
erything will be ready on 
time" for water polo as well. 

And the field hockey sta- 
dium at Morris Brown Col- 
lege is also nearly completed, 
with only the artificial turf 
remaining to be installed. 

Around Atlanta, the jack- 
hammers are in constant ac- 
tion. Some 10.000 trees are 
being planted in an effort to 
spruce up the city for the 
games. 

The city known as the set- 
ting for “Gone With The 
Wind” is also erecting monu- 
ments for the occasion, in- 
cluding a black marble pla- 

S ie honoring the author of 
e epic, Margaret Mitchell. 

TEL: 677420 


PARIS (AFP) — World 
‘footballer of the year* 
George Weah headed a last 
minute winner to help AC 
Milan extend their Italian 
League lead on Sunday but 
then had to be stretchered off 
after banking his head after 
clashing with Bari goalkeeper 
Alberto Fontana. His condi- 
tion was later described as 
satisfactory. 

Milan twice took the lead 
in their home fixture against 
struggling Bari thanks to two 
Marco Simone goals — one a 
28th minute penalty. 

Bari, however, hit back 
through midfielder Francesco 
Pedone and then through 
Luigi Sal a. 

Weah’s late goal was his 
third in as many games. 

Main rivals Fiorentina. de- 
prived of Argentinan top 
scorer Gabriel Batistuta, 
could only manage a 0-0 draw 
at bottom club Cremonese. 

* Parma, whose coach Nevio 
Se a la has been linked with 
Bayern Munich, beat lowly 
Padova 2-1. Striker Alessan- 
dro Melli and international 
defender Antonio Bannarivo 
put them dear after 57 mi- 
nutes. 

Padova replied in the last 
minute through Dutch mid- 
fielder Michel Kreek. 

Cagliari made light of los- 
ing coach Giovanni Traparto- 
ni in midweek by winning 3-0 
at home to Sampdoria. De- 
fender Nicolo Nepoli, Brazi- 
lian born Belgian internation- 
al Luis Oliveira and midfiel- 
der Pierpavlo Bisoli were the 
scorers, lifting the Saradinian 
club six points clear of the 
relegation zone. 

There were also 1-0 away 
wins for both champions 


Juventus, at Napoli thanks to 
Fabrizio Ra vane Ill's 85th mi- 
nute effort, and Roy Hodg- 
son's revitalised Inter Milan. 

Inter beat Torino through 
Marco Branca's third goal in 
two games. 

Lazio won the Rome derby 
thanks to a Giuseppe Signori 
penalty six minutes from 
time. The Lazio forward was 
then sent off two minutes 
later after being shown his 
second yellow card. 

Atletico Madrid main- 
tained their eight point lead 
at the top of the Spanish First 
Division when they beat 
Espanyol 2-0 — bur Barcelo- 
na stayed in second place 
with a 2-1 victory at Oviedo. 


Champions Real Madrid 
dropped their first points 
since Arsenio Igiesias took 
over three weeks ago, draw- 
ing 04) at home to Valencia. 

Former Welsh manager 
John Toshack saw his present 
side Depontvo La Coruna, 
Iglesias’ Iasi club, come from 
behind to draw 1-1 with his 
former club Real Sociedad. 

Sociedad’. striker Luis 
Perez Opened the scoring in 
the 31st minute, but ~ihe 
Spanish Cup holders drew 
level in the 65th minute 
through David. 

In France, leaders Paris St. 
Germain were plunged into 
crisis after crashing to a third 
straight defeat when they 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Atletico scored through 
defender Juan Lopez just be- 
fore halftime and Bulgarian 
international striker Lubos- 
lav Oenev hit home the win- 
ner in the 68th mintue. 

It was Espanoyl's first 
home defeat of the season. 

Barcelona retained an out- 
side chance of catching the 
leaders with a hard-earned 
2-1 victory over Real Oviedo. 

Although veteran Spanish 
international playmaker Jose 
Bakero put them ahead in the 
first minute, Oviedo equal- 
ised in the 27th through strik- 
er Olive rio Oli. 

The Catalan dub had to 
wait till the 83rd minute for 
midfielder Guillermo Amor 
to net the winner. 

Compostella remained in 
third place thanks to a 1-0 
away win over Rayo Valleca- 
no — Brazilian midfielder 
Fabiano scoring in the 43rd 
minute. 


were beaten 1-0 at Stras- 
bourg. 

They also had Pascal 
Nouma sent off for a reckless 
two-footed tackle on Philippe 
Raschke. 

Strasbourg's Franck 
Leboeuf converted a match- 
winning penalty just before 
half-time after PSG defender 
Stephane Mahe had brought 
down striker Gerald Baticle 
in the area. 

The result came after last 
week's humiliating 3-2 defeat 
to Montpellier and a 1-0 set- 
back against Monaco. 
Second-placed Auxerre also 
shot themselves in the foot 
when they went down 2-1 to 
Rennes. 

Republic of Ireland striker 
Tony Cascarino scored his 
19th goal of the season to put 
Olympique Marseille on top 
of the French second divi- 
sion. They beat Caen 1-0 in 
front of 40,000 fans. 


Halard Sporting firs' coaeh 


fails 
double 
title bid 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
player Julie Halard- 
Decugis failed to notch up 
a double triumph at the 
S450.000 Paris Indoor 
Open on Sunday. 

After beating Iva Majoli 
of Croatia 7-5, 7-6 (7/4) in 
the singles final she joined 
forces with compatriot 
Nathalie Tauziat but was 
beaten in the doubles final. 

The fourth-seeded 
French pair were beaten in 
straight-sets 4-6, 3-6 by 
third-seeds Jana Novotna 
of the Czech Republic and 
Kristie Boogert of the 
Netherlands. 


after poor rssu 


LISBON (R) — Portuguese 
first division side Sporting 
fired coach Carlos Queiroz 
on Sunday after a string of 
poor results. 

A meeting of Sporting's 
senior management decided 
to terminate his contract with 
the dub issuing a short state- 
ment saying Queiroz would 
be replaced by junior team 
trainer and former Sporting 
international Fernando 
Mendes. 

“It is not possible for 
Queiroz to remain as coach 
and the dub is willing to 
rescind his contract amic- 
ably," the statement read. 

Queiroz was not available 
for comment. 

The dismissal follows 
months of media speculation 
about Queiroz’s future, nor 


quelled by assurances from 
sporting president Pedro San- 
tana Lopes three weeks ago ' 
that the coach would stay. 

Sprting lost three, won two 
and drew one of their last six 
matches, but it was the three 
consecutive defeats in Janu- 
ary and Saturday's dismal 0-0 
draw against Lisbon rivals 
Benfica that sealed Queiroz's 
fate. He was also critidsed 
for not building an aggressive j 
enough side and for lack of j 
.player disripline. 

Saturday’s uninspiring per- 
formance left Benfica and 
Sporting on 47 points, 14 
points behind leaders Porto. 

If Sporting, who have not 
won the title since 1982. had 
beaten Benfica they would 
have moved into second 
place above Boa vista. 


Wiberg claims 1st gold for Sweden 


SIERRA NEVADA, Spain 
(R) — Olympic champion 
Pemilla Wiberg of Sweden 
outclassed her rivals son a 
treacherously icy slalom 
course to win the women’s 
combined gold medal at the 
'Alpine skiing world cham- 
pionships on Monday. 

Wiberg, the only Swedish 
Alpine skier to win Olympic 
gold in Norway two years 
ago, produced two textbook 
runs to finish more than two 
seconds ahead of veteran Au- 
strian Anita Wachter after 
Friday’s downhill and Mon- 


day's two slalom legs. 

Norway’s Marianne Kjoer- 
stad claimed bronze, for her 
first appearance on a major 
podium. 

Wiberg was lying 19th, two 
seconds off the pace, after 
Friday’s downhill but took a 
commanding lead of more 
than half a second with a 
flawless first leg on the slalom 
slope. 

Almost half of the 34 star- 
ters crashed out during that 
leg in what coaches and rac- 
ers said had been one of the 
most difficult slalom runs of 
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SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


Opening lead: Eight of O 

The grand old nan of French 
bridge is Henri Svurc of Paris. 
Although non. a venerable £4. the 
youthful-looking Svarc is a perenni- 
al candidate for international hon- 
ors. This example of his playing 
skill won the Hand-of-lhe-Year 
award some lime ago. 

South's jump to four diamonds 
showed a solid suit, and East dou- 
bled North's four-heart cue-bid os a 
lead director. West dutifully led a 
cop heart, and East's ten was cap- 
tured by the king. 

There were 11 fast tricks, and it 
seemed that the fate of the contract 


the entire season. The bot- 
tom part of the course was 
especially icy. 

With Wachter the one to 
beat after the patchy run 
forced mistakes from other 
contenders, Wiberg pro- 
duced a surprisingly aggres- 
sive second run to finish in a 
total time of three minutes 
19.68 seconds. 

It was Sweden's first gold 
at this southern Spanish re- 
sort. Wachter, the 1988 
Olympic champion in the dis- 
cipline, finished in 3:21.73 
and Kjoerstad in 3:22.35. 


would hinge on declarer's ability to 
guess the club situation. A slight 
assist from the enemy allowed 
.South to show that the hand was 
unbeatable regardless. 

Afler winning the first heart 
declarer ran off six diamond tricks, 
discarding two clubs from the table. 
West saw no reason lo hold more 
than three spades, and that proved 
to be the defense's undoing defend- 
ers. When the defender's also part- 
ed with the remaining heart to 
retain three dub9. East was forced 
to hold two hearts. 

After cashing the ace-king of 
spades for club sluH, declarer ruffed 
a spade to bring about a three-card 
ending. East had come down to 
exactly two hearts so, as long as the 
club honors were split the hand was 
cold. 

Svarc exited with the jack of 
dubs. If East won. the forced heart 
return gave declarer the last two 
tricks. If West took the oca, swal- 
lowing partner's queen, declarer 
would score the kings of clubs and 
ucc of hearts, at the end. 
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Yilmaz, Erbakan 
launch coalition 


despite differences 


ANKARA (AFP) — Tur- 
key’s conservative Mother- 
land Party leader Mesut Yil- 
maz and pro-lslamic leader 
Neanetdn Erbakan agreed 
Monday to overcome "minor 
differences” and form a new 
government to end a two- 
month political stalemate. 

“We’ve agreed on most 
matters, and our friends from 
Motherland and (Erbakan's) 
Welfare Party wiU start talks 
for the sharing of ministries 
Wednesday,” Mr. Yilmaz 
told a joint news conference 
with Mr. Erkaban. 

The leadens acknowledged 
that some minor differences 
still remained regarding the 
distribution of ministries be- 
. tween the two parties but did 
not elaborate. 

“We hope we finish these 
talks by Friday and begin to 
write the new government's 
protocol Friday,” Mr. Erba- 
kan said after a four bour 
meeting with Mr. Yilmaz. 

“I will become prime 
minister first, for 10 months 


(in a rotating premiership 
system),” Mr. Yilmaz told 
reporters after the confer- 
ence. Accordingly, Mr. Erba- 
kan is due to take over the 
post at the end of the year for 
an expected period of two 
years. 

If this happens Mr. Erba- 
kan. 69, will becotee the first 
pro-Islamicprime minister of 
modern Turkey, whose 
founder Mustafa K^cnal Ata- 
turk built the state-on a secu- 
lar basis in 1923. > 

Mr. Erbakan and' Mr. Yil- 
maz said after their Saturday 
talks that they had reached a 
general accord for-a coalition 
to end a political crisis that 
erupted when the country’s 
Dec. 24 elections led to a 
splintered parliament unable 
to produce a one-party gov- 
ernment. 

However, the process was 
upset by Mr. Yflmaz’s unex- 
pected insistence at the 
weekend that a minority gov- 
ernment be formed by 
Motherland first before he 


could agree to a coalition 
with Welfare. 

Political sources here said 
Motherland withdrew this 
condition on Monday, paving 
the way for continuation of 
the talks. 

The sources suggested that 
the remaining differences 
mainly concerned the share- 
out of the defence, foreign 
affairs and interior ministries. 


The two parties have 
already agreed in principle 
that the defence and foreign 
ministries would go to 
Motherland, while Welfare 
wants to hold the interior 
ministry, a demand which has 
so far not been accepted by 
Motherland, the sources said. 


Holding one of the three 


power ministries is important 
from 


the point of taking part 
in the national security coun- 
cil, Turkey's highest advisory 
group, whose members also 
include the president, the 
prime minister and top com- 
manders and bureaucrats. 



PERES HANDS MARWAN MUASHER HIS BOOK: Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres [right] hands 
Marwan Muasher an Arabic version of his latest book "The New Middle East” as he takes his leave of the out- 
going Jordanian Ambassador Monday. Mr. Muasher, Jordan's first ambassador to the Jewish state, is returning 
to Amman to take up the Cabinet post of Minister of Information (Renters photo) 


Iraq- U.N. oil talks 
now up to political 
leaders, Anbari says 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — 
Iraqi “ofl-for-food” nego- 
tiator Abdul Amir A1 
Anbari said on Monday be 
and U.N. officials, after 
two weeks of talks, had 
identified problems -/inch 
now bad to be submitted to 
their respective leaderships. 

“I believe we have been 
able o identify foe prob- 
lems .which we have to 
solve and we have to leave 
it to our political leaders 
here at foe United Nations 
and back home in Baghdad 
th " agree on the major 
issued.” 

He said the technical 
talks, which began on Feb. 
6, had ended and he was 
returning to Baghdad. 

Ml Anbari stressed that 
foe talks had been on “tech- 
nical issues relating to 


food, medicine as well as 
oil” 

He was referring to a 
UN. plan allowing Iraq to 
sell $2 billion worth of oil 
over six months, on a 
renewable basis, to buy 
food, medicine and other 
essential supplies. 

Asked whether any docu- 
ment had been agreed, Mr. 
Anbari said they had been 
working for foe past two 
weeks “and we have to 
summarise what we have 
talked (about), whether it’s 
agreement or disagreement 
lse, you i 
call it a 

or whatever.” 

“We identified all foe 
problems which -eventually 
we have to agree on if we 
are to reach an agreement” 
he added. 


So in this sense, you call it 
a document I call it a paper 



SLA militiama n killed 


MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (AFP) — An Israeli-backed 
militiaman was killed and- three others wounded on 
Monday when a roadside bomb planted by Hizbollah 
exploded in South Lebanon, security services said. The 
re hk) te -controlled device blew up as a South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) patrol passed by on the road to Jannaq on 
the edge of the Israeli-occupied “security zone,” they 
said A Hizbollah spokesman in Beirut claimed the 
attack, which he said targeted a van transporting mem- 
bers of Israel’s proxy SLA militia. “The van capght fire 
and all its occupants were killed or wounded,” be said 
The Shiite Muslim group also launched two simultane- 
ous attacks on neighbouring SLA positions in the occu- 
pied border zone, using automatic weapons and anti-tank 
rockets, but no casualties were reported by Lebanese, 
security services. Three SLA militiamen have been 
killed and 13 wounded in Hizbollah attacks since the 
start of the year, according to an AFP toll. 


Waves crush Philippine ferry 


CADIZ, Philippines (R) — About 60 people drowned 
when huge waves battered a Philippine ferry to pieces, 
ripping apart its roof deck and sending it crashing down 
on screaming passengers, survivors said Monday. At 
least 141 passengers, including two German men, sur- 
vived by swimming ashore or clinging to pieces Of wood 
after waves “as big as houses” swamped the overcrowd- 
ed boat Sunday night as it sailed into Cadiz Port in foe 
central Philippines, foe Coast Guard said. As foe tide 
ebbed and rescuers rushed to pick up bodies of .children 
cast ashore, the 75-ton Gietchen-1 looked like it had 
been hit by a bomb — its two decks gone, its sides blown 
away and its mast cot in half. 


S. Lanka police uncover weapons 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan police, on high alert after 
the rebel suicide bomb attack on Colombo's central bank 
on Jan. 31, said Monday they had found a„ weapons 
cache hidden in a suburban temple. Police found foe 
arms Sunday following information from a Tamil civil 
servant who was arrested 10 days ago and is believed to 
be the international intelli gence chief of foe Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), investigating officers 
told Reuters. They found 16 hand grenades, and two 
rocket-propelled grenades in a room at a BudShist tem- 
ple at Narabenpita, about six kilometres from foe city 
centre. The weapons were found in the temple room that 
foe suspect rented when he was in Colombo, police said. 


Zeroual promises ‘definitive elimination’ 
of Islamic groups after blast kills 12 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual on 
Monday promised again to 
crush aimed Islamic 
groups following weekend 
car bombs that killed 12 
people and injured at least 
30 in foe closing hours of 
the Muslim Holy Month of 
Ramadan . 

Ml Zeroual denounced 
foe “ criminal and barbaric 
acts” of Islamic fundamen- 
talists in an address to foe 
nation marking foe end of 
Ramadan, during which 
Muslims fast from dawn to 
dusk, foe official news 
agency APS said. 

“At the end of this sacred 
month, foe Algerian people 
have again been a living 
witness and direct target 
for criminal and barbaric 
acts against peaceful and 
innocent citizens and 
against the family of the 
press,” Mr. Zeroual said. 

He was referring to a car 
bomb attack just over a 


week ago on an Algiers 
building that boused sever- 
al independent newspa- 
pers. It killed 21 people, 
including three journalists. 

“As I have promised 
repeatedly, I am stating 
today that the struggle 
against this abject phenom- 
enon which is entirely for- 
eign to foe noble values of 
our sacred religion will be 
pursued with determina- 
tion until the enemies of 
the Algerian people have 
been totally eliminated” 
Ml Zeroual said 

On Sunday, two car- 
bomb blasts killed at least 
12 people and wounded 
more than 30 others in foe 
Algerian capital at the end 
of an unprecendented 
offensive by Islamic 
extremists during 

Ramadan, officials said. 

The newspaper A1 Watan 
also said that two other car 
bombs went off in the fun- 
damentalist stronghold 
towns of Chief and Djelfa 


on Sunday, causing proper- 
ty damage. The paper, 
which is censored by the 
government, made no men- 
tion of casualties. 

The latest explosions 
brought to 16 the number 
of car-bomb blasts since 
the start of Ramadan, 
which armed Muslim fun- 
damentalists contend to be 


a propicious month for 
sir Jil 


their Jihad, or holy war, 
against foe military-backed 
secular government 

The attacks have claimed 
at least 73 lives and 
wounded almost 300 peo- 
ple, according to official 
and press tolls. 

One of foe car bombs 
Sunday in Algiers targetted 
foe ain Naadja district, 
where two residential 
buildings were badly dam- 
aged and burned-out vehi- 
cles were seen on Monday. 
Security forces prevented 
journalists from getting 
closer to the scene. 

Officials said four people 


died in that blast but A1 
Watan put foe death toll at 
five, including a child of 
whom only the head was 
found, and said more than 
90 people were injured. 

The other bomb went off 
10 minutes later in the east- 
ern Ain Taya district 
killing eight people, 
according to the authori- 
ties. A military hospital is 
located in Ain Naadja. 

The end of Ramadan and 
start of a feast called Aid 
A1 Fitr is supposed to be a 
joyous time, marked by 
banquets and gift-giving to 
children dressed up for the 
occasion. 

Sunday’s bombs came as 
authorities announced the 
end of a partial curfew 
imposed for more than 
three years. However foe 
state of emergency 
imposed four years ago 
and which gives security 
forces extensive powers 
will remain in force. 

Authorities say the 


Islamic military activity 
has been crippled by secu- 
rity operations, and that the 
militants are now reduced 
to staging terrorist acts 
which secure maximum 
publicity. 

The authorities have 
clamped down on report- 
ing of unrest in Algeria, 
and have accused some 
newspapers of providing 
“indirect” support to ter- 
rorists by describing the 
actions of foe militants. 
Journalists have been 
warned that they risk sanc- 
tions if they foil to abide by 
a 1994 law banning publi- 
cation of unauthorised 
reports on security matters. 

Between 30,000 and 
50,000 people, according 
to unofficial estimates, 
have died in the war in 
Algeria since 1992, when 
the government called off 
foe second round of gener- 
al elections which the now- 
banned Islamic Salvation 
Front was poised to win. 


Bosnian Serb general’s no show 
at key meeting draws NATO flak 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — 
attempts to get Bosnia's 
peace process back in gear 
faltered Monday when a 
senior Bosnian Serb army 
commander failed to show 
up for talks seen as a litmus 
test of weekend pledges of 
cooperation by the former 
warring factions. 

The top commanders of 
NATO’s Peace 

Implementation Force 

(IFOR), Admiral Leighton 
Smith and General Sir 
Michael Walker, and com- 
manders of foe republic's 
three former waning armies 
had been due to hold talks 
aboard the aircraft carrier 
USS George Washington in 
foe Adriatic. 

By early afternoon howev- 
er, all foe major players 
showed up except for one, 
Bosnian Serb General 
Zdravko Tolimir, foe deputy 
commander of the Bosnian 
Serb army. 

Adm. Smith, IFOR’s over- 
all commander, said Gen. 
Toiimir’s absence was delib- 
erate and constituted a viola- 
tion of Dayton peace accord 
for Bosnia. 

At a press conference held 
on foe carrier, Adm. Smith 
said he had received assur- 
ances from foe Bosnian Serb 
political leadership as well 
as Serbia's President 
Slobodan Milosevic, the 
regional power behind the 
Serbs in Bosnia, foal they 
wanted Gen. Tolimir to 
attend. 

“It is unconscionable that 
(he is) not here because ... 
there are 60,000 if or troops 
in Bosnia, there are other 
armies there ... there's a lot 
of firepower, there’s a lot of 
tension, a lot of uncertainty 
and an enormous amount of 
important things that are 
going.oa,” Adm. Smith said. 


Implementing Bosnia's 
peace accord has run into 
difficulties of late. Angry at 
the detention of two of their 
senior officers, foe Bosnian 
Serbs are boycotting contact 
with the IFOR command 
and broke off links with 
their former foes, foe 
Bosnian Croats and the 
mainly Muslim Bosnian 
government earlier this 
month. 

At a weekend summit in 
Rome, the factions agreed to 
restore all contacts among 
them, according to U.S. 
mediator Richard 

Holbrooke, architect of the 
peace accord. 

Tensions in Sarajevo and 
Mostar have also been 
mounting where isolated 
incidents of violence contin- 
ue. In foe capital, Bosnian 
Serbs have begun to leave 
suburbs they bold that are 
due to revert to government 
control by next month. 

On Monday, French IFOR 
troops supported by 
American F-18 jet fighters 
snatched a stockpile of 
weapons hidden by foe 
Serbs in a warehouse. 

Divided Mostar, in south- 
ern Bosnia, remains a diffi- 
cult issue with the hardline 
Croat authorities refusing to 
back a European Union ini- 
tiative to re-unite the city. 

On Monday, foe mayor of 
Muslim east Mostar 
resigned over a reworked 
plan for foe city thrashed out 
in Rome between Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 
and his bosman counterpart, 
Alija Izetbegovic. 

Under an original plan by 
foe city’s European Union 
administrators, foe Croats 
and Muslims in Mostar 
would each control three 
districts and share one. That 
idea prompted mob violence 


by the city's Croats. The plan 
devised over the weekend 
reduced the size of the joint 
area. 

The gloss put on the Rome 
mini-summit by its organis- 
ers after talks between the 
three Balkan presidents and 
foe so-called five nation 
contact group — Britain, 
France, Germany, the U.S. 
and Russia — had lost its 
shine on Monday. 

A pledge by Mr. Milosevic 
that his Serb proxies in 
Bosnia were ready to re- 
engage in the implementa- 
tion of Dayton appeared not 
to have reached the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

“I think they were taken by 
surprise at the speed of it,” 
commented an aide to Adm. 
Smith. 

Adm. Smith said it was 
possible that be or Gen. 
Walker might meet with Gen. 
Tolimir later Monday or 
Tuesday. “We’ll see him 
tonight if he’s willing to see 
us tonight. There are no con- 
ditons. Either he shows or he 
doesn't show. General 
Walker and I are pretty 
patient but foe bottom line is 
foe peace implementation 
process will go forward. We 
are not in a tbeatening mode 
here.” 

However, the possibility of 
recommending the re-imposi- 
tion of sanctions against the 
Bosnian Serbs due to be sus- 
pended was an option, the 
admiral added. “We don’t 
want to exercise that option. 
We just want to get foe peo- 
ple back imo foe implementa- 
tion process. We have come 
too far to let this thing die. 
We have got to keep on 
going. The people of this 
country warn peace. Let's get 
on with it”, Adm. Smith told 
reporters upon returning to 
Sarajevo Monday evening. 


Extremists urge army 


to topple Mubarak 


CAIRO (AP) — As Egypt 
prepared for one of the most 
important holidays of the 
Islamic year, a radical Mus- 
lim group warned Monday 
that it would campaign toi 
bring about “a popular and 
military uprising.” 

The statement from foe 
Vanguards of Conquest also 
urged the army to join the 
extremists in trying to topple 
foe government of President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

The Vanguards are be- 
lieved to be a splinter group 
of the Jihad, which was 
blamed for the 1981 assassi- 
natison of President Anwar 
Sadat. The government 
cracked down hard on the 
group in 1994 and insisted 
that most of its leadership 
had been jailed or executed. 

The statement was faxed to 
the Associated Press in 
Cairo. There was no way to 
verify it independently, 
though it followed foe format 
of previous communiques 
from the group. 

It arrived on the eve of the 


Eid AJ Fitr holiday, a three- 
day celebration marking the 
end of the Ramadan month 
of fasting. 


In a related development, 
interior ministry officials 
were quoted by Monday 
newspapers as saying that 269 
Muslim militants who have 
repented will be released 
from custody to mark the 
"Eid. More than 1,000 other 
prisoners already have been 


Also, the government ban- 
ned Muslims from offering 
holiday prayers outside more 
than 160 mosques in Egypt, 
opposition newspapers re- 
ported. Police fear that large 
crowds in neighbourhoods 
and villages dominated by 
Muslim militants could spark 
disturbances. 


The Vanguards’ statement 
pledged to continue efforts 
aimed at overthrowing the 
government, charing that Mr. 
Mubarak's regime was a 
stooge of foe Americans in 
the Middle East. 


2 Jordanian sailors 


make wrong call 


EILAT, Israel (AFP) — 
Two amateur Jordanian 
sailors surprised a group of 
swimmers at this Red Sea 


resort when they pulled up 
to foe beach and asked if 


in Israel, the Jordanian re- 
plied: “Ah, I thought this 
place looked different, not 
at all like I remembered 
Saudi Arabia.” 


they had arrived in Saudi 
Arabia, press reports said 
Monday. 

“This isn’t Saudi Arabia, 
is it? one of the Jordanians 
asked after driving their 
small motor launch through 
Israeli waters for more than 
20 minutes without being 
detected on Sunday, the 
daily Maariv reported. 

Informed that they were 


The Jordanians, from the 
nearby port of Aqaba, 
were quickly picked up by 
an embarrassed Israeli 
navy which had failed to 
detect their presence in 
Israel’s normally closely 
guarded territorial waters. 


The two were detained 
briefly and then escorted 
back to Jordanian waters of 
Eilat, the newspaper said. 



Australian aims to 
be youngest 
round-world sailor 


PERTH (R) — A 17-year- 
old Australian sailor left 
the Western Australian port 
of Fremantle Sunday in a 
bid to become foe youngest 
person to circumnavigate 
the world non-stop and 
solo. David Dicks, of 
Perth, hopes to break a 31- 
year-old record held by 
American Robin Lee 
Graham, who in 1965, aged 
16, left the U.S. west coast 
and took five years to circle 
the globe, an achievement 
later immortalised in the 
1974 film The Dove. 
Sailing his mother Pat- 
ricia’s 10-metre sloop 
Seaflight, Dicks aims to 
complete the 26,780 nauti- 
cal mile voyage in less than 
eight months. The journey 
will take him south of 
Tasmania and Cape Horn 
to Bermuda then around 
the Cape of Good Hope. 
He hopes to sail back into 
Fremantle a few hours 
ahead of bis 28fo birtbday 
on Oct. 6. Dicks was 
inspired by his friend and 
sailing partner, fellow 
Western Australian Jon 
Sanders, wbo in 1988 
became the first solo sailor 
to triple-circumnavigate 
the globe non-stop. “I used 
to tease Jon that I’d go 
around the world four 
times and beat his record,” 
Dicks told Reuters before 
setting safl. “About a year 
ago Jon suggested I go for 
Robin Lee Graham's 
record — and it just took 
off from there. I should 
complete my voyage in 
much shorter time than 
Robin Lee Graham be- 
cause I’m sailing non-stop, 
whereas he stopped in 
many ports, got married 
and changed yachts along 
the way” 


Poll: Japanese 
adults distrust 
schools, teachers 


TOKYO (R) — About two 
out of three Japanese adults 
distrust schools and teach- 
ers, a survey said. The sur- 
vey on Japanese education, 
conducted by the daily 
newspaper Yomiuri Shim- 
bun, showed that 64 per 
cent of 2,067 respondents 
said they distrusted schools 
and teachers. Forty-nine 
per cent of them said 
schools and teachers at- 
tached first priority to their 
image while 42 per cent 
said teachers were uncon- 
cerned with students’ wel- 
fare. Sixty-seven per cent 
of respondents were dissat- 
isfied with school educa- 
tion, the second worst fig- 
ure in the past 10 annual 
polls. The worst figure of 
73 per cent was in 1986. 


Spring comes up 
in living room 


AMPUS (AFP) — A pen- 
sioner who dug a well 35 
metres deep in his garden 
here without finding water 
was dismayed when short- 
ly afterwards a spring 
began to flow in his living- 
room at a rate of 1,000 
litres (about 250 gallons) 
an hour. The pensioner was 
forced to knock a channel 
in his tiled floor, and dig a 
trench in a terrace and 
through the garden to allow 
the water to escape. 


Gnomes become 
collectors’ items 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Garden gnomes have 
become collectors’ hems in 
Britain, with some of the 
older and rarer specimens 
fetching several tboasand 
pounds, according to a 
guide to be published next 
month. Loved or bated" 
according to taste, antique 
gnomes like a series of 10 
from foe 18th century can 
be worth £6,500 ($10,000). 
A Victorian gnome in foe 
popular fishing pose is put 
at between £400 and £700. 
But more modern exam- 
ples have a long way to go. 
A 50-year-old specimen 
can still be snapped up for 
£50. 
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